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ADVERTISEMENT 

BY THE EDltOUf; 


Aj-MOst ail the Wo^ks respceting South 

« 

America, M'hich have recently been published 
by English expeditionary olllcers, are the 
productions of men who ventured but a very 
little way into the country, and who could 
consequently record little more than the in- 
juries which repeliedrthem from it. The pre- 
sent work is of a very different stamp. The 
• 

author has traversed the interior of Vene- 
zuela by its raost.^nteresting route ; has borne 
a part in the sangiftnary war which at this 
moment devastates it,; has gone through^ 
scenes of e.\triiordinary .suTfferiiig ; and has, 
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throughout, (lescrihdJ domestic maniuu's and 
public events with a tVesliness and a forc(^ 
which are* rarely e^•inced by the proftvssed 
writers of similar Works. Perhaps no l)ook 
of travels, since that of Mr. Parke, exhibits 
a journey of sucl^ event, such sull’ering, and 
such interest; gnd certainly no Work gi\es 
views of the people of Venezuela and of tin* 
present ^^ar which devastates that country, 
af all approaching to. these in accuracy or in 
interest. 

t 

Having spoken the. truth of VejK'znela, and 
consequently displayed the utter worthless- 
ness of its government and its people, the 
Author, dreadijig their malice and their re- 
venge, had enjoined the Editor to conceal his 
name. He has since fallen a victim, among 
thousands of others, to the pestilential cli- 
mate of those regiqns. ^ 

Perhaps one of the best* effects of this work, 
,will be, henceforth ta protect British live.s 
and British property from Jbeing committed 
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to a government anrVa people who are as 
dangerous as the -climtite under which thev 

live ; for it wiH be seen that.th^ smotherMio; 

* f “ 

earthquake and the .withering pestilence of 

the latter are the congenial accompaniments 
of the insidiousness and the •treachery of the 
former. . This (ill ect will Ith insured by the 
circumstance, evinced in every page, that the 
Adthor was no friend to the cause of despotic 
Spain, or to the conduct of the Sj)anianls in 
South America, and that he loved the cause 
of liberty as much as .he deplored the igno- 
rance, the sensuality and selfishness, the la- 
ziness and meanness, the conceit and obsti- 
nacy, the fickleness, fraud, and treachery, 
which belong to most tropical and sultry 
climes, but which characterize none so much 
as Southern America. — So interesting does • 
this subject seem to be to the Editor, that 
he has subjoined to this^ work concluding 
observations, in which he has taken a* brief 
view of the influtmee of the America*!! climate 
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on its people; and, in ^lustration oY il, lias 
made an abstract of the ’^conduct of the 
Vc’^iezuelaii govornmenl to stni^ral of iboso 
who have served it. 


An<:'iLsf 1, ls21. 
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In (lie following pages the Author has de- 
senh(‘(l facts and occurrences as t4ie_y cyuin? 
under his own observation. He has cobse- 
cpiently omitted hundreds of stories and 
anecdotes, which he lias heard reported, bii- 
cause on strict inquiry lie found most of 
them had their origin in falsehood, and not 
a few in pri\ate pique.. He has indeed 
nnaitioned facts which may displease many 
^South Americans : but what country exists 
without its faults ? And Avhere can we iiud 

a people withoi%t many bad as well as gootl 

# 

among them ? . • 

The liberality of. the people of any coiin- 

• • 

try, can scarcely* be exhibiletl in a stronger 
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than in hcarinjr w^th patience their na- 
tional failings -and faults pointed out. In the 
j)lfivs ot ^ Love u la Mode;’ and ‘'The Man of 
tlie WorId\ by Macklin, that author exposes 
all the objectionablq and ev e n blameable })arls 
of the Scottish ^hell■acter, yet, to the honour 
ot that country, these Play^s are orteu acted in 
their capital, to overflowing houses, and urnid 
bursts of the most unbounded applause. 

f 

The author has avoided all systematic 
arrangement, haying merely stated cir- 
cumstances, and the refh'ctions to v\hich 
they gave rise, in the order in which tlu‘y 
occurred. 


Ainil 1 , 1820 . 
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CHAPTER I. 

DEPARTURE FROM ENGLAND: 

» 

The Author enters into the Venezuelan service; — Takes his 
passage on board the Dowson ; — Ship sails, but is delayed 
in the Downs; — Anecdote of a buinboatnian ; — Arrival 
and detention at Portsmouth ; — Scene there on being 
ordered to sail ; — ‘Ship sails from Portsmoutli ; tind, after 
experiencing tempestuous weather at sea, in wliich the 
Indian is lost, ntakes the harbour of Fowey ; — Some 
particulars as to the loss of that Ship ; — Several officers, 
^discouraged, leave the ship; and several soldiers desert;— 
Social anecdote at Fowey; — Mutiny on boAd the Ship; — 
festivities at Fowey ; — Scene on leaving Fowey and putting 
to sea. 

About the beginning jjf August, 18 17. I 
was informed the. expedition ,al)out, to sad, 
in support of the South American Patriots. 


u 
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who was connected with Uiat 
gave sucl\ a flattering account of 
^^ir'certaip success, and produced such let- 
ters, from the scene of ‘action, in corrobora- 
tion ctf this account, diat, in the mind of one 
who had previously allpost obtained his own 
consent, little ddubt remained of the pro- 
priety of lending his aid to assist i,n relieving 
that country from the galling yoke of tyranny 
and oppression. This person strongly* ad- 
v»ed me to join the expedition, and intro- 
duced me to Don Luis Lopez Mendez, Agent 
for the Venezuelan Patriots, who oflfered 
me an excellent appointment, if I would 
immediately proceed to South America. 

To this Agent I accordingly unfolded every 
material circumstance of my private practice 
and public services ; and stated that, if under 
all circumstances he could improve my situa- 
tion in life, 1 would join his cause. This be 
promised to do ; and, after various nego- 
tiations, I received from him an appointment 
which it is unnecessary here to transcribe. 
I had long, admired ihe cause in which the 
S&uth Amerioans* were enjgaged, and I con- 
sequent! v felt some comfort in thus beinff 
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enabled to ’assume a station in their Inde- 
pendent ranks. * . , ^ 

The ships were chartered by th^ authority 
of the Independents bf South America ; and 
I was destinetl to go otft in the Indian f but, 
on making arrangemf^its, it was found that, 
unless some change took* place, she was 
already too crowded, and I vt^as consequently 
desired to go on board the Dowson. 

We dropped down the river to Gravesend, 
on the 2d of November, with orders to wait 
there for the Indian. She joined us ; and 
we received orders to sail* for Portsmouth, 
with the first fair wind * from that port the 
Dow'son and Indian were to keej) company 
during the voyage. 

After many unexpected dela 3 ^s, we got 
under w'eigh. The iwind was S. W. ; and, 
of course, unless it changed, we had no pro- 
spect of getting further than the Downs. We, 
hovi'ever, came to anchor oh’ Margate ; and, 
when the violence^ of the tide abated, 
again got under weigh for the Downs, where, 
we were detained amidst a very great qaan- , 
tity of shipping, p/ every 'description, some 

B 2 



4 F^PEDITION UP THE 

• • 

of which had been wind-bound for more 
than a month. , . t. 

We hacj^o sooner come to anchor, than we 
were surrounded by fishermen and bumboat- 
men * of all descriptions. One old fellow 
among them seemed ^ to eye,. us all with a 
particularly enquiring look ; and it soon ap- 
peared, that either our faces or ,his notions 
of physiognomy did not place us high in his 
estimation. I happened to be near ‘him, 
When, with much circumspection in his looks, 
and even in his walk, he addressed me, 
“ Pray, Sir, is this a convict transportation- 
ship?” “ Yes,” replied I. “ I thought 
so,” rejoined he, shrugging up Iris shoulders ; 
and with considerable precipitation de- 
scended into his boat. 

At Portsmouth we remained till the 29th, 
when an express came, from our agents in 
London, ordering the Dowson and the Indi»n 
to proceed to sea, l>e the wind and w eatther 
as they might. This express arrived after 
midnight, and many of the officers were 
ashore, enjoying themselves according to 
their particular propensities.. The news of 
this arrival spread like lightning all over the 
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town; and ‘the scene which presented itself, 
especially in that particular part |if Ports- 
mouth called Love Acre*, will hie recollected 
by many for many a, day. * * 

In fact, we could npt sail, as the .wind 
blew 
our w 

go bellowing along the places where our 
officers had taken up their quarters for the 
night, that the Dowson was under weigh 
with a fair wind. Instantly, they emerge/! 
from various Love Acre’ habitations; one in 
his shirt, carrying his clothes ; another with 
only his trowsers ; and indeed in every pos- 
sible form in which men partially dressed 
could present themselves. All ran toward 
the landing-place, offering from one to five 
guineas, to be put on board the Dowson. 
Their Dulcineas, left in this awkward plight, 
and believing the report was fabricated in 
order to cheat them, had recourse to that 
particular species of eloquence which at such 
times they have at cQaimand. 

The cause of our order *for sailing was a ' 
proclamation, issued by* the British Govenj- 


strong and right^ against us. Some of 
ags, how'ever, seized 1»he ppport unity to 
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ment, to stop all vessels with arms and troops 
on boar#for South America. 

The following night we weighed anchor, 
*and, as we passed the Indian, we hailed her 
to send on board • the Dowson^ Lieut. Mac- 
laren, whom we had sent with some dis- 
, patches to CfOl. Skeene. The wind blew 
hard westerly, and ol' course Maclaren could 
not return on board the Dowson. We next 
hailed the Indian, to inform her that we 
should 'put to sea ; but, if we could not keep 
our way, we should try to make the north- 
about passage. ^ AVe afterwards lay-to for 
some hours for the Indian, but, not coming- 
in sight, we concluded that we had lost 
each other in the dismalness of the night. 
We soon found it quite* impossible to hold 
out against such tremendous squalls, enve- 
lopfid as we were in the densest fogs ; and we 
bore for the north-about passage, the wiqd 
from the S.W. 

On December 1st, after a tremendously 
boisterous night, we *fame to anchor off 
Dupgeness. Our expectation of making th«! 

■ north-about passage sodiY’anished ; as, early 
next morning, the wind hatf got about to 
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N. W., Vvhich gave us hope of bein^ able 
to etifect our passage in the way at first 
intended. We, therefore, got hnder weigh, 
and bore up Channel ; but, the m ind again 
changing to .its old quarter, the S. W., we 
made for Falmouth, ’^here we anchored on 
the ()th. * * . 

On Dec. 6th and the following day, it blew 

a most dfeailful hurricane, and our vessel, 

with various others bound for the Western 
« 

Hemisphere, was drifted on the banks, but 
none of us received any material injury. ’ It 
was fortunate that the wiqd still blew from 
the wejst. Had the sanjc tremendous hurri- 
cane come from the south, it is extremely 
probable tha^, in this wretchedly bad an- 
chorage (for so it ft for all but small vessels, 
and for them the anchorage is good) none of 
us would have escaped being driven on the 
jjocks and dashed to pieces. The gale, in- 
deed, was so violent, that jt h^d not been 
equalled on the same coast for fifty years. 

The, tempest subsided on the 11th, and we 
once more weighed anchdr with a northerh* 
wind ; but this did i\ot last long, for it soon 
changed to the S*W. with an excessive swell, 
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SO that* our ship laboured very uiuch. The 
squalls which succeeded were tremendous; 
the fogs almost impenetrable ; and the danger 
which now' threatened .j us, between being 
M'reck^d either on, tlte French coast, among 
the Scilly Island.s, or between them and the 
Lizard Point, seemed almost unavoidable. 
On whatever ta^k we sailed, still our ve.ss(^ 
drifted rapidly to the leeward ; and in thi.s 
state of affairs, after encountering dangers 
on ever}’ hand, we at length, about midnight, 
left the Lizard lights on our larboard quarter, 
which yielded us considerable relief, and many 
a heart, anxious before, now sought a little 
repose in sleep. 

Our course was once more directed for 
Falmouth, where we proposed to anchor till 
more settled weather might allow us to put 
• to sell. In the morning, we found that the 
hard gales and fogs had not abated mucl\, 
and that we kad left Falmouth several leagues 
to the westward. Our object was now to 
put into any harbour could make. We 
•were driven into that of Fo-wey, in Cornwall, 
‘ in ^distress, where yve authored on the Kith. 
This harbour, although littFe frequented, and 
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not very la^ge, is an excellent port for an- 
chorage, even for lajrge vessels, where plenty 
of excellent water may be had. ’ ^ 

It was here that we learned the dreadful 
fate of our companion* the Indian, which 
during the above squaUs hsjd been driven on 
the Isle of Bas,*near the Usftant rocks, where 
all on board perished. It was at the same 
time conjectured that the Prince had also 
been lost. 

This melancholy intelligence operated on 
every person on board our ship in a way I 
shall never forget. The savne kind of wea- 
ther which made us attempt to get into 
Fowey, or any harl>our we could reach, had 
wrecked the Indian. For myself, the nego- 
tiations I so lately had had with Col. Skeene, 
to obtain a passage ii\ his ship, operated in a 
w ay which I anj wholly unable to describe. 
I /elt how trifling were the circumstances, 
which had saved me from going'down with 
so many tine youqg and enterprising nien. 
In particular the fate* of poor Maclaren wSs 
altogether heart-rending. X thought of the 
scenes of festivity in^w’hich we had ni,utually 
joined ; I retraced their Matures, and recalled 
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in imagination the joke and the sohg, which so 
very lately had cheered us in our adventure. 

We afterwards learned, that the Indian did 
- . ' . . • 
not sail the same night we weighed, but re- 
mained at Spithea(h till the following day. 
Thus the wund yvhich drove us eastward to 
Dungeness, in all probability saved the Dow- 
son from certain destruction. Early on the 
2d, Colonel Skeene got under weigh from 
Spithead with the N. N. W. wind, while we, 
about thp, same time, weighed from Dunge- 
ness. He, therefore, had the advantage ol 
being so far south as Spithead, and, of course, 
all that distance a-hoad of us. Till the 6’th, 
he enjoyed the advantages of such a wind, 
which, on the evening of that day brought 
us about abreast of the Isle of Wight. The 
wind then set in from the south-west, and 
for the following ten days blew hurricanes. 

. It was here several of our officers were seen, 
for the first time, to leave the ship, one under 
one pretence, another upder another ; but 
the fact was, that the* dangers we had just 
escaped made them afraid to go again to sea. 
Among the soldiers, too;^^ a similar spirit pre- 
vailed : and we had nothing but daily riot 
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and mutiny. Some of our officers having ac- 
tually left us, a few pf the„soldiers made their 
escape ashore; and some of them were so, 
very turbulent, that, -^fter remaining in irons 
for several days. Colonel C! judged it pipper 
to send them about th<jir business. 

Fowey or Foy, a borougli tdwn in Corn- 
wall, happened to be the birth-place of Cap- 
tain Dormer, our sailing Captain, and he 
being an extremely respectable man, we had 
a ready introduction to the most respectable 
inhabitants of the neighbourhood. 

Soon after we becamp a little settled, we 
accordingly treated the Lord of the Manor, 
the Priest of the Parish, and another Gentle- 
man to dinner, which we contrived to make 
as comfortable as possible. The merry jest, 
the toast, and the song, alternated with each 
other. These men of Foy, however, seemed 
not well acquainted with the ceremony of 
drinking particular healths, and in speech- 
making, on such occasions, they were uncom- 
monly short — if even*they ^oke at all. The 
Lord of the Manor’s health being drunk .all 
standing, with pheegs, “Thank you, ’’.was the 
reply. When the Priest’s health was dnmk 
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with similar c,eremonies, he rose, contiary to 
custom, with the rfst, aqd sat down without 
saying a wpreJ. The other old gentleman, on 
the same occasion, actually started on his 
legs ^'ith the whole ‘company t and, on his 
health beiing drunk, he lustily cheered in 
concert with 'the'rest. We made them all 
very happy ; for, in our gun-room, we 
had singers, spouters, buffoons, &c. &c. who 
made the villagers often gape with wonder 
and amazpment. These cautious gentlemen 
were, naturally, very happy, to see any of our 
officers at their houses during the morning; 
but they seemed extremely circumspect about 
inviting any of us to dinner. 

The spirit of mutiny, which at various 
times had appeared among our soldiers, be- 
came excessively troublesome, now that they 
found themselves so near land. A curious co- 
incidence of circumstances took place on this 
occasion. Two of the leaders in these distur- 
bances, who were in irons, at the same time, 
were named Cobbelt and Hunt. 

^e actually found it prudent to send these 
noisy fejlows aslKire; tinrl one of them, on 
going over the ship’s side, had the impudence 
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to call out, that if twelve men of the ship 
had been of the same miad witl\ himself, we 
should ere this have all been, ekher under. 
another command, or sent out at a port-hole 

a * * 

during the late gales. 

One of the .weekly tissei^blies of the Foy 
villagers now occurred, when a note from the 
Priest arrived, requesting the honour of the 
company of such officers as wished to go ; and 
at the same time observing, that, as th^ meet- 
ing might lead to a dance, the favcftjr of our 
regimental band of music .would be accept- 
able. A very few of the ^'oungest of our 
officers attended with the band, and conti- 
nued to dance till morning. Next morning, 
however, the landlord of the dancing apart- 
ment sent a message to those gentlemen who 
had attended, that their bill of expenses 
amounted to Is 3d each, which he wished 
th?m to discharge. This little circumstance 
seemed to mortify several even of those who 
had not attended, at the dance. 

Vanity, that pas.sion which few of us are 
altogether without, prompted our officers’ to 
astonish the Foy viUiJgers with what w’e could 
do. We accordingly desired our sailing 
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Captain, and two or three, to go on shore, 
and invite all the ladies and gentlemen, with 
whom the}’ had danced on the former night, 
to a dance on board 'Our ship. They ac- 
cepted the invitation ; and the whole day 
was employed ii^ covering in, and decorating 
the floor of the quarter deck for the purpose. 
In short, the time approached ; the party ar- 
rived ; the band struck up a merry tune, 
and in a moment we w’ere all on the" light 
fantastic'toe. At eleven, we sat down to an 
elegant cold supper ; and, after the exhibi- 
tion of our whfile powers of merriment, we 
resumed the dance, and kept it up till five in 
the morning. 

We now became a little better acquainted 
with our neighbours ; and, of course, our 
Intercourse became rfiore frequent. Their 
reserve wore off by degrees ; and we at length 
found thep very pleasant sort of people. 
There, consequently, existed an almost per- 
petual intercourse between our officers and 
these villagers, ..who daily improved in our 
estimation ; and our .dinner-parties on shore 
followed close on eacht ,oth('r. It soon be- 
came a n‘gTilar cqnC^st whether we or our 
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friends should excel in our parties, and this 
led to another danco on bsard ouj* ship. As 
on the previous occasion, all weijt »n well till 
a late hour in the morning, when our party 
broke up, highly delighted with each other. 

The wind which had-hek^^ us fast, to the 
sorrow of our new friends, now began to 
shift, and we prepared to pu£ to sea. We 
ended the year in jovial conviviality ; and at 
12 o’clock the band struck up, “ The. days 
of lang syne,” followed by variofls other 
appropriate tunesC. 

On Friday 2d of January, 181 8 , we weighed 
anchor, at 9 o’clock a. m.’ The whole village 
crowded to various points, where they might 
have a full view of our ship as she majestically 
sailed outward ; and, as if by general consent, 
they cheered us with reiterated shouts, while 
every officer stood on the gunn^ and cheered 
thdln in return, the band in ^11 chorus 
playing “ The girl 1 4eft behind me.” It was 
a most grateful sight. ^ A® " proceeded out- 
ward, we observed, quite noar the shore, se- 
veral of the ladies wljo had joined in o’ur 
dancing parties, *rimifing along the high land, 
waving their white handkerchiefs ; as much 
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as to say, “ God bless you ! and every thing 
good and .prosperous ■ attend you in your 
honourablu undertaking V’ ‘ 

Driving before a favourable breeze, we 
soon lost sight of our friends ; and in less 
than an hour northing appeared but the gray 
outline of the mountains. 
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CHAR II. 

PASSAGE TO THE,WEi>T INDIES. . 

'ronipestuous weatlj^t;r at Sea ; — Change of weather and 
amusements on board ; — Occurrences aW Sea ; — Arrival at 

the Island of Porto Santo ; — Some account of the Island ; 

* 

— Hospitable* reception there;- — Sail from Porto Santo, 
and pass Madeira ; — Crossing the Line, and description 
of tl^e usual ceremony ; — Arrival at Saint Bartholomew’s, 


As on former occasions, \vc soon found ho\v 
uncertain art* his liopes who^ confides in the 
faithlessness of the wind.^ By next morning 
we had sailed about .)() leagues, mIicu the 
weather completely changed to the south-west 
and by west. This was accompanied by rain, 
fogs, and squalls. On Monday 12th, it blew 
a tremendous gale, Avhich increased by mid- 
night to an alarming degree. During this 
night the ballast broke in upon ilie pumps, 
and choked them.^ We were now drifting 
at the mercy of the wseather, and placed be- 
yond the pow’er of relieviffg ourselves : the 
water was gaining oij fts. It .seemed that we 
had no choice ; ^or unless we could reliev'e our 

V 
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punlps, we must put back to sonde port. Ra- 
ther than do this^ we made a determined 
effort, and Succeeded in clearing the pumps. 
Still, however, the tempest raged with un- 
abated fury ; and, from necessity, our vessel 
was suffered to drift right into the Bay of 
Biscay. . 

On the 15th. our pumps were again choked 
by the ballast, and all hands were called to 
clear them. There seemed, however, little 
prospect of doing more than temporary good, 
ahd it was suggested to take one of our 
stoutest baskets, and put the lower end of 
the pump into it, which might prevent the 
ballast (which was of the .shingle kind) again 
choking it up. 

For twelve days after we came off* the Bay, 
we had to strive against bad w eather, with 
hard gales and tremendous squalls from the 
W. and S. W. What a dreadful life is that 
of a sailor*! His hopes seem to perish in the 
hour of their origin, and leave him as they 
had often left us, a giping-stock at their un- 
substantialness! “The calm, the breeze, and 
the hurricane, are the^hni^y changes he knows ; 
and he seems to become so acquainted with 
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t‘ach in its tbrn^ that neither the one nor’the 
other yield him either anxiety, pleasure, or 
pain. A sterile promontory, lashed by the 
contending waves, or parched by the burning 
rays of the sun^ gives him momentary delight. 

On the l6th, after a smart shower of rain, 
the gales almost wholly abatied. By 11 
A. M. the wind had shifted towards the east 
and north-east, but was so extremely gentle 
that the dog-vane coultl scarcely show its real 
direction. As it was, however, i^ gbve us 
hopes, which, in another hour, were com- 
pletely realized, by its gradually increasing 
to a moderate breeze from the above quarter. 

The effect which this pleasing change had 
on the features of every one was easily per- 
ceived. The silent, discontented appearance, 
which had lately ov erspread ev ery face, began 
to disappear, and the merry joke and social 
laugh soon told us, that the change did not 
alone rest with the weather : it* seemed to 
have changed the^mind of every one of us. 
Men emerging from* \:heir miseries feel, • in 
these moments, far more «ncere delfght than * 
they ever can j*ea^, while enjoying a life of 

uninternipted luxury." As the breeze fresh- 

f. «» 

I I 
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eneU, our minds kept equal pace with it. 
After the long adverse weather against which 
we had been obliged to strive, in these mo-? 
ments we never dreamt of the chances of oui* 
voyage being similarly interrupted ; and the 
sole conversation among us was about our 
speedy voyage across the Atlantic. 

We were new driving before the wind, 
with all our canvass set, at the rate of 
knots an hour; meditating nothing less, than 
the puttiijg a plan in execution of bringing 
out the play of the Mountaineers. 

About 5 o’clo/:k p. m., while in the full 
flow of spirits, and .striving with each other 
who should show it most, we again ex- 
perienced a change of weather: the wind 
shifted to the old quarter of south and by west, 
and we were now again .driving right into the 
bay. Here we were rolling about, in the 
full employment of our skill to keep tke 
vessel from being driven on a lee-shore. 

On the 17th, the wind was all day much 
the* same, with a very he&vy and disagreeable 
’.sweU, which seemingly drifted from the 
N. E. This gave us, sqpie l^opes tliat the 
swell would be followed by the wind from the 



ORINOCO AND ARAUCA. 


21 


N. E.; but, alas ! we hoped in vain. A brig 
appeared on our weather-bow, and we sent 
our boat with the Captain’s Ma^e and Lieu- 
tenant Lees to . ascertain what she was, and if 
she could afford us some stores ; as, from our 
hitherto protracted voyage, }ve began to be 
afraid we might run short. She proved to 
be a French vessel, with dried fruits and 
brandy, from Marseilles to Nantes. About 
the time our boat put off, there was an almost 
complete calm, and the captain of thft Frencb* 
vessel, who acted very civilly, assured us, that 
should we be near each other toward morning 
he would let us have sortie supplies. The 
wind, however, blew pretty smartly toward 
morning, from the S. W. ; and by day- 
light, the French vessel had entirely disap- 
peared. 

On the 23d, the weather continued mode- 
rate ; and during the last two days especially, 
we had made some way toward the south 
and south-east. Atnoqnwe were off Oporto. 
On the morning of tke 24th a fine breeze 
sprung up from the north-east, which conti- 
nued to increases and at 10 a. m. we*found 
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by the log that we were making from 7 to 

8^ knots an hour# . * 

On the* 25th, the breeee continued with 
great steadiness ; and we spied a sail making 
toward us. We Hoisted thfe British flag, 
which was impiediately answered by the 
French flag. * She bore down by our lee-bow, 
and we hailed ^ler to ascertain her longitude, 
but their answer was that they did not speak 
English. We lowered our boat, and Captain 
‘Dormer ’and Lieutepant Lees went on board. 
We sent them a quarter of fresh mutton, as 
it was possible they might have been at sea 
for some time, and* probably in want of fresh 
provision. We also sent information that 
we could make an exchange with them : we 
would send tea (plenty of which M e had on 
board) for fruit. Captain Dormer and Mr. 
Lees found her reckoning to correspond 
nearly with our own, viz. Latitude 86* 
48 . but her longitude was only in the 
meridian of Paris 9^, while our longitude 
was 14. She was loaded with wine and some 
fruit, bound for Havre-de-Grace. The Cap- 
tain receiv ed our mutton, and in return gave 
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our frieiwls /bwr oranges ! He declared, that 
he could make no sprt of, exchange with us, 

' and was extremely well pleasec( ,to find us 
peaceably disposed. He believed wc M^ere an 
insurgent privateer, and siiid that another 
vessel, similar^ loaded with his, and which 
had sailed in company with him, had been 
boarded by a privateer near* Gibraltar, and 
plundered of a great part of her cargo. 

On the 26th, we began to feel that we 
had got into the region of the sun, the climate 
being very similar to that of England during 
the summer months. Our live-stock was 
now nearly expended, and we proposed put- 
ting into Madeira; but when we reflected 
that there might be a possibility of our de- 
tention, we abandoned the thought, and re- 
solved to prefer coming to anchor off Porto 
Santo, about eight leagues from the latter 
piace, where no detention was to be feared. 
Driving before a favourable winfl, we calcu- 
lated on being abh^ to make the above island 
on Monday evening or Tuesday mornihg. 
By our observation we found we were, .this 
day at noon, siboyi deg. to the JSl. E. of 
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Madeira; and by 8 p. m. we h^d reduced it 
to about half a degree. 

Next morning we were parly on deck, to 
partake of the luxury of seeing land ; but 
in this we were disappointed. It was very 
evident we were wrong in pur longitude, 
whether the French vessel was right or not ; 
for no land made its appearance. 

On the 29th, at break of day, we discovered 
the above island or rather islands ; for besides 
several detached portions of barren rocks, 
there are four larger portions, which the inha- 
bitants call Porto Santo. The highest of 
these has a fortification on the top, and has 
doubtless been a volcano. 

The one in the centre is the largest, and 
on it stands the town or rather village of 
Porto Santo. The whole of the island is ex- 
tremely rugged, and seems parched with the 
rays of the sun. We came lo anchor twis 
miles from land, about 11 a. m. in deep 
water ; and Col. Cam^belJ, Major Piggot, 
and Captain Dormer went on shore with 
^ Serjeant Kelly, who could alone speak Portu- 
guese. They wete received by the people 
very coldly and, with the exception of 
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Kelly, who was marched up to the Governor’s 

house, they were left; to walk on the shore. 
Kelly soon returned with an order from the 
Governor for our party to proceed to his 
house. By this time, I Tiad come on shore ; 
and we were al][ introduced to the Governor 
with great ceremony. * 

This island seems to be principally com- 
posed of dry sand, sand-stone, very dense 
granite, and equally dense lava. The town 
consists of various houses, quite irpegularly’ 
built : so that there really is no street. The 
houses look tolerable without. They are 
built of stone, some being rooted with tiles, 
and some with the common mud and water 
mixed and plastered on canes. They are, in 
general, very dirty within ; and the smell of 
garlic which issues tVom them, is almost 
enough to_ sutibcate one. 

Vines seem the principal produce, as 
nothing in the form of wood appeared, except 
a^ small shrubbery, .and the vegetables and 
grass so sparingly diffused, that the few live- 
stock the wretclies have, are literally in a 
state of starvation. seerficd to be* some 

wh(’at and corn sevei;^! inches above the 
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ground. We had been assured, that there 
was plenty ,of wild cattle here, such as bul- 
. locks, and' aisb innumerable rabbits, but we 
saw none ; probably" from the shortness of 
our stay not giving us time ’to look after 
them. Neither .did we see any wild cattle ; 
nor indeed is it a likely place to find them, 
from the extreme wretchedness of the island. 

The people are few in number, and, from 
the Governor’s family to the poorest ©f his 
subjects,* seem covered with vermin. These 
poor creatures contrive annually to raise 
about 2000 pipes of a sort of Madeira wine, 
which they dispose of at the Madeira mar- 
ket ; and part of this, with excellent fish and 
some lean fowls, constitutes the principal part 
of their food. 

At first, as I have stated, we were received 
very coldly, and the reason is evident. The 
island ha^ been occasionally visited by Al- 
gerine Pirates, who regularly carry olF such 
of the inhabitants as ^ they require for slaves^ 
and also relieve ^the people of such wine as 
they may not have disposed of. They took 
us forgone of these troablcsome visitors, and 
had actiially prepare<if themselves to run up 



ORINOCO AND ARAUAa. 


27 


to the high land and into the caverns to save 
themselves. On Kelly explaining who we 
were, and that we simply want^d^some fresh 
water and fruit, for which we should pay 
them, or give ’goods in return, they seemed 
mightily relieved, and received us with great 
hospitality. 

It were difficult to find w’ords expressive 
enough to convey an idea of the Governor’s 
liberality. To his own honour in particular, 
and also to the honour of the Portuguese na- 
tion, be it said, that there was nothing his 
house could afford but he readily gave us ; 
and while he helped us’ to some excellent 
wine from his own cellar, (for he seemed to 
act as butler, and in various other capacities, 
himself) ho seemed actually ashamed at the 
liberality of his own conduct; for, while he 
repeatedly brought us a fresh supply of wine 
anrt figs, he sneaked up to the table, laid it 
down, took a snuff, and sneaked away 
again. • , 

This good old fellow had been twfelve years 
in the navy of his country ; had afterwards 
been some yearK iij*Pernam1)uco ; now 
was an almost solidary prisoner in this 
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wretched place, among a set of animals who 
doubtless deemed themselves men, although 
.1 could see little about them which could 
elevate them in the scale of being much above 
the brute. He seemed about' fifty years of 
age, was marrie<J, and had two fine girls, 
about seven and nine years of age. His 
house is certainly the best of the groupe ; and 
there are two tier of rusty guns placed in 
front of it, some of them 12, some 18,* and 
sbpie 24^pounders. . They are mounted on 
rotten carriages, with rotten wooden wheels, 
and are certainly quite unfit for the use, for 
which they were intended. The Governor 
took us through fields composetl of mud and 
large pieces of rock, which seemingly had 
tumbled from the mountains, to a small run- 
ning stream of muddy water, which he 
desired us to use as freely las our wants re- 
quired, and with this w e filled a few casits. 
On our return to his house through similar 
masses of confusion (for there did not seem 
any t^ing like a made- road in the island), we 
wepe met by two men, w'hom he introduced 
to us ae brothers, who*j,vorf the principal 
vine-growers in the ^sland. They were 
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dressed like English farmers, and had verv 
much the appearanoe.of men of 1;hat descrip- 
tion in the west or north of Scotland. 

Night began to approach, and we prepared 
to go on board ; but, to oiir great mortifi- 
cation, we fouijd the surf, ,which was very 
high in the forenoon, had now increased 
tremendously, so that one ot* our boats, in 
attempting to send off’ some water, was stove, 
and for a time rendered useless. By this 
time they had hoisted blue peter, as ’a signal 
for sailing ; and as night approached the guns 
were fired, and lights hoisted at the main 
top. We had nothing tb put us on board 
but a small boat, Mhich, we feared, could 
never stand the violence of the surf. We 
repeatedly tried it ; and I offered to the 
natives, that if any one of them would 
board one of their boats, I would go into it 
next, and pay them for their troiible when 
we went on board. Menzies, the second 
mate, tried to get the boat off, but was nearly 
drowned ; and one of the men did so next, 
but had his brains nearly dashed out against 
the bottom of the boat. The inhabitants 
stared w ith amazement our madness, and 
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hauled their boats away to some distance 
from the coast. * , ♦ 

f ^ 

We had ijiow very little prospect but that 
of losing our passage, and lieing pent up 
in this barren island* ; and theVefore we pre^ 
pared to make tlve best of a b^d bargain. We 
received a message from the Governor, desir- 
ing us not to attempt to put oif, because we 
should not be able to escape being drowned, 
and stating that he was then preparing some 
fish for Our supper,, and we should be wel- 
come to such a bed as his house could afford. 
We accepted his kind offer, and proceeded to 
his house. We .<?upped on excellent fresh 
fish, with very good loaf-bread, made from 
Indian wheat ; and a sort of store-room on 
the ground-floor was allotted us for our bed- 
room. There was also an out-house allowed 
for the sailors, who had plenty of fish and 
wine for supper. * 

Next morning, we were all on foot by tlie 
break of day; ,and^ it. afforded us sincere 
delight to find that our vessel had not sailed. 
In the morning, I found plenty of professional 
employment, for whicla.tho people promised 
to remunerate me w^h wine and figs ; but 
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no sooner were they in possassion of a pre- 
scription, than they ‘Went into the mountains, 

and I saw them ’ no more. The surf had 

» 

greatly fallen, and we got on board before 
mid-day, just ‘ in time to save our passage, 
as they had shprtened cable over night, and 
were now getting under weigh* with a fine 
breeze from.tlie N. N. E. 

The Portuguese peasantry of the island, 
and the vine-growers, now surrounde/d our 
ship, to dispose of theii; wine, spiHts, and 
figs, for whatever we could give them in re- 
turn. For a gallon (four quarts) of wine, 
for which they had chained one dollar, or 
thereabouts, they now charged nearly double, 
and the same in proportion for every thing 
•else. They readily bartered wine, &c. for 
old clothes, but did not allow very liberally 
for them. They were uncommonly fond of 
salted meat ; and any vessel coming this way 
might lay in a good stock of wine and spi- 
rits in exchange for it, especially for pork, 
of which they seemed very fond. Their spi- 
rits are a sort of rum,^ and some very tole- 
rable gin. 

We set sail,. and passed Madeira about 
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7 P. M. which appeared a mass of unvaried 
blackness wc could- 'faintly discern the 
high ground rearing its "head among the 
clouds, while sparkling lights occasionally 
broke through the solemnity of the scene. 

On the 2nd of February, ve had at last a 
prospect of a tine voyage, as we had had a 
favourable wind since we left Por.to Santo, by 
which we had been making about l60 knots 
in the 24 hours. We were now also *01)0111 

C 

entoring*on the trade-winds, which generally 
blow from the N. E., and of course were ex- 
actly calculated to serve us. The climate 
during the day wa‘s now like the beautiful 
weather in England about the end of Sep- 
tember. The nights and mornings were 
cool. 

On the 4th we a})ptoached the line, and 
the usual ceremony of shaving had been in 
active preparation among the sailors all (fay. 
About eight in the evening, Neptune hailed 
the ship from the bows, where it was to he 
tinderstood he harjj boarded us. The Captain, 
aware of what was about to take place, vvas 
on deck. Neptune had previously been 
furnished M’ith a spfal«ng-tnimpet, and in a 
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voice of thiinder he called, “ What ship a 
hoy ?” “ The Dowi^pii,” rj^plicd the Captain. 
He then wished to know where '^^ound and 
where from ; and the answer was given, from 
London to St. Bartholomiew^s. Neptune then 
wished to kno^ how many children were on 
board (meaning how many who had not 
crossed the line), and the* answer was, 
“ several, Mr. Neptune.” “ Then good 
nighty I shall board jmu to-morrow morning,” 
said Neptune. “ Good night, Mr. Neptune,'* 
replied the Captain. “ Aye, aye, Sir,” replied 
Neptune, and all was quiet.. In an instant 
Neptune’s boat appeared* to drop astern of 
us, M'hich we knew by the blaze of light on 
board of it. — When Neptune is supposed to 
leave the ship, thti sailors have a 'part of 
a, small. cask, which they fill with tar and rope- 
yarn ; and, after balancing it so that it may 
float, they light the stuff it contains and 
commit it to the waves, where it often (as on 
the present occ^asipu) floats and burns for 
several miles. * 

Next morning Neptune’s car was prepared 
on the bows, which^ <;onsisted of an old hogs- 
head, with part of it^cut away in a sloping 

D 
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direction. After breakfast, an infernal 
yell was set up ; , one, jof the sails which 
liad hid I'Jpptune’s car'wag withdrawn, and 
six of the ugliest men in the ship yoked to 
dra\^- him, his fanfily, and i*etinue up to 
the quarter-deckj There were Mr. and Mrs. 
Neptune, with two children in and about the 
car, together with his barber and barber^s 
mate, constable, and other officers of his court. 
They were all naked, except trowsers and 
huge caps made of rope-yarn on their heads, 
while their faces and bodies were daubed 
over with pitch, black and other paints, 
grease and every kind of nuisance. This 
greasy gang proceeded to a part of the 
quarter-deck, related tlie latest news they 
had liearcl, and delivered several old news- 
papers to the Captain. While thus busily 
employed, those who understood the ma- 
noeuvre kept at a respectful distance, while 
all those unacquainted with it crowded round 
these monsters. • Instantly there were daslied 
down from the rigging* tubs of water, which 
ducked the whole'party most thoroughly. 

Business now cornmpneed. Neptune's 
Clerk callied succ^-ssivqly the names of those 



‘ ORINOCO AND ARAUtfA. S« 

who had not passed the line, and although each 
officer, in the gun-noom, iiad, the preceding 
night, assured the-gan^g they wopld each give , 
the party a quart of brandy, rather than be 
shaved, this process went’ on as if no such 
offer had been ,made. Thoge called went to 
the car, which was now filled wJth'water, and 
those who took it easy got dff with merely 
chalking the chin, which was shaved off with 
an iron hoop hacked like a saw, while those 
restive spirits who objeqted were tarred and 
feathered most plentifully, and had the skin 
nearly rasped from their chin. The Isat 
were generally also souSed in the car full 
of Avater; and all of them on leaving the 
seat were saluted with a profusion of water 
from every direction. Those shaved, how- 
Iver, had the power to act on the offensive ; 
and, recollecting how ill they relished it, 
laVed bucket upon bucket full till all were 
completely drenched. The ceremony ended 
amidst hootings, hissings, and applauses, just 
as those avIio had been shaved roughly or 
otherwise felt inclined. 

On the 7th, it IvtAS eight’ days since we 
left Porto Santo, an<^ we had in that time 

i> ^ 
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had run full 12CX) miles. It astonished me 
to find, that, at • this rflistance across the 
. Atlantic, the, weather was not warmer. The 
climate is certainly delightful ; but the ther- 
mometer of Farenheit in the *shade, even at 
noon, did not stqnd higher ihgn seventy. 

On the 18th, we came in sight of Saint 
Bartholomew's,* and, by sunset, we were 
within reach of the guns of the fort. We 
fired our guns, but no pilot came on lx)ard ; 
aiid. After it was dark M e hoisted a light on 
our foretop, but no notice was taken of it. 
We layto durmg the night, and came to 
anchor next morning about 8 a. im. 
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III. 

STAY'iN the wWf INDIES. 

Patriot vessels which had touclied at St. IJartholoniew’s, and 
desertion which liad taken place from them ; — Some ac- 
count of the Island ; — Unfavourable accounts of the 
Patriots there ; — Sails from St. Bartholomew's, and arrives 
at Grenada ; — Still worse accounts of the Patriots at tliis 
Island ; — The supercargoes refuse to proceed, attd many 
men leave the ships; — Indolence of the people Siere; — Sails 
from Grenada and arrives at Trinidad ; — Some account 
of Port of Spain; — Undergoes a medical examination with 
a view to settle there ; — Further account of Port of Spain ; 
— Description of the Negro-dunce; — 'fakes a passage for 
Angostura against the advice? of friends. 


He RE we found the Britannia and the 
l^rince, the latter of wjiich we had previously 
liecn taught to believe was foundered during 
th« gales in which the Indian went down. 

In consequence of the dreadful accounts 

from the Main, neither of these vessels had 

* , 

proceeded on their voyage, but had been at 
anchor here for about a irfonth. The Eme- 
rald had also been here, but had sailed for 
Grenada about a wee^ ngo. Many of the 
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men and officers belonging to the Emerald, 
the Britannia, an^ Prince, had left these 
vessels, and we found *the.m walking about 
the streets. *. 

The inhabitants Were uncommonly civil, 
which, from the extreme poverty of the place, 
we could scarcely liave expected. Often for 
many months this island is not visited by 
pne shower; and, when we reflect that rain- 
water is all they have for every culinary 
purpose,, we cannot be surprised to find that 
they must frequently send to Sjt. Martin's 
and. St. Christopher’s for water, and indeed 
for almost every thing they want. Fish here 
is the only staple article ; and this, with salt 
provision and a scanty allowance of lean 
fresh meat, once a week, is all their •sus- 
tenance. — I was aske^ over night to dine 
next day with Major G., and next day he 
assured me that he had to apologize for tlie 
poverty of the place, as he was unable to 
procure any thing but fish and wine. 

* We walked into flw; interior, and there 
we harl an opportunity of seeing nature in 
tile greatest possible sf^Ci of, wildness. The 
i.^nd is evidently of volcanic origin, and 
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altogether formed of the, rudest precipices 
and yawning dells ; (jvery ijich of the ground, 
from the lofty supindt to the loVest valley, 
being completely covered with various kinds 
of foliage. 

It was partly lamentable and partly laugh- 
able to observe how ruefully our young heroes 
looked, in consequence of the news they 
received at St. Bartholomew. I now thought* 
as it .would evidently be impossible for me 
to organize my medical establisbm^t, I 
would try if there was a single blush in 
the possession of the wholp party. I ac- 
cordingly wrote to Col. .Campbell, offering 
my services as a military volunteer, in any 
way in which I could serve the general cause. 
My ‘services were not accepted. 

I Next day we sailed, within cannon-shot of 
St. Kitt’s, or St. Christopher’s, which seems a 
very well cultivated island, and with the ex- 
ception of Bermuda, which is a rhere flat, is 
like all the other West India Islands, very 
lofty and grand in ‘appearance. On the 
evening of the 28th we tfame to anchor, in 
St. George’s ba.y, Grenada. • 

The information w^ received here, respect- 
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ing our expeditioHf was worse than what was 
afforded us at St. B^irtliol^mew s. It appeared, 
from all rejJorts, impossible for me to orga* 
nize any medical establishment, owing to the 
conftision in South* America.* It was dif- 


ficult to know how to proceed ; but at all 
events I determined to quit the vessel in 
which I had passed so many very uncomfort- 
able days. 

Some advised me to settle here and .prac- 
tice niy profession ; but the place seemed so 
miserably poor, that I resoh ed to make no 
such attempt. , As at St. Bartholomew, the 
inhabitants here were uncommonly hoi^itable, • 
and this struck me the more forcibly when I 
found it was almost wholly inhabited by 
Scots : — that emigrating and industrious set 
of people seldom travel but to save money— t 
not to spend it. 

Here the supercargoes ot our ships re- 
fused to proceed with their charge, because 
the intelligence they received .gave them 
reason to fear they should not be paid for 


thgir cargo. All “parties seemed dissatisfied 
with sojnething or othe^ Many of the men 
applied to the Governor, for a release from 
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their engagement and he told all of them, 
that they had formed n« engagement but 
what they were at liberty to lyeak if they , 
chose. Many of the * most active and best 
informed of these men ’ ar6 now settled in 
8t. George’s, syid in various other parts of ' 
(irenada. * 

To one just arrived from Britain, the indo- 
lence of the people here appears intolerable. 
On looking from my bed^room window into 
a ship-builder’s shade, I observed no»less thap 
aeven black fellows all employed at one 
grinding-stone in sharpening e hatchet! 

I j’eiiiained in Grenada till the 17th of 
February, when I sailed for Trinidad, because 
there I might be nearer the Main, and, of 
course, be ready to start for South America, . 
should matters turn out for the better. Ac- 
cordingly, on the morning of the 20th, I 
arrived in Port of Spain, Trinidad.^ 

About five years ago this town was almost 
wholly destroyed by fire. Since that time no 
houses suffered to' be built but of stone. 
The town stands upon a large plain of sev eral 
miles in extent, «n^ Jthis is bounded by the 
Gulf of Paria, on thefORth and south-west, 
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and, by a very high ridge of hills on the 
east and south-east, fijr/ning a sort of semi- 
circle tovja^d the no'rth. and north-west. 
The serene and lonely grandeur of diese 
immense hills htis a fine effect. From the 
highest to the lo,west spot of ^ them, they are 
covered witlf rich foliage. The irregularity 
of the ground causes great irregularity of 
temperature. A mile or two out of town the 
thermometer generally stands 10° or 15” low- 
er than in tiie town. During the day the ther- 
mometer, in the shade, is from 88 to 9 O 5 and, 
during the night about 78 or 80. From the 
regularity of the streets, squares, &c. jthere 
can be little doubt that in a short time this 
will be one of the finest towns in the West 
Indies. 

Although this is a British island, it is 
governed (and 1 am at a loss to know from 
what policy,) by Spanish laws. There is a 
Governor (Sir Ralph Woodford) ; a Chief 
Judge, who presides at pourt (Mr. Bigge) ; 
and an Attomey-geneVal (Mr. Fuller). ^ The 
Governor posses^s unlimited power over 
every «ivil establishm^l;* in* the island, and, 
in the absence of Lor^Combermere, the pre- 
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sent military commander, over all the militia, 
but not over any regiment, of the line, unless 
during military law. ’Nothing of jiourse can 
be done in the island without his permission 
asked and given. He is a ntost indefatigable 
man, and it is solely owing t<^ his unremitting 
assiduity that Port of Spain owes its daily 
increasing elegance. All the streets are 
perfectly straight, several of them, even now, 
full a ,mile in length. Every one of them, 
in whatever direction it leads, possesses a 
gentle slope; so that in the wet season, the 
water has a ready escape toward the Gulf. 
This certainly, in a climate such as this, 
where stagnant water, vegetable matter, &c. 
are so apt to run rapidly into putretaction, is 
of the very greatest advantage. 

On the arrival of the Governor, about five 
years ago, he made many alterations, and 
among, the rest would allow no man to prac- 
tice physic and surgery till he was examined 
by a Medical Board, composed of the most 
respectable medical meh in the island. Here 
I attended, and received mi^ diploma to prac- 
tice physic and surgei;y in Trinidad. On this 
occasion a curious afncidence of circuni- 
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stances occurred. On walking * into the hall 
of examination, ], founji one of these (Mr. 
James Ar\jlerson) had'alsp been one of my 
examinators when I passed in Edinburgh in 
1800 . 

Tliis island is inhabited by people frcmi 
every nation* in the known world, of all co- 
lours and all kinds. You may trace every 
possible shade of colour from the coal black 
to the fairest face you can find in Europe. 

Muclk M retchedness prevails here owing to 
the disturbances on the Main ; for this island 
and the Mmn .being so contiguous, it fbr- 
served as a sort of port for Soutli 
American commerce ; while its own produce, 
either in regard to crops, provisions, or any 
thing else was completely neglected. Now, 
of course, that no commerce has been car- 
ried on here with the Main for several years, 
every thing is scarce, and every thing "ex- 
tremely expensive. A shilling in Britain 
will go as far as a dollar here. Were it not, 
indeed for the fish caught in the Gulf, of 
wjiich there is no 'end to the variety, I know 
not liQw the people c6ul<^ live. 

There is a flesh-m|rket, which, on flesh 
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flays, (for these are not every day, hut as the 
Governor commands*) . is open from 5 a.m. 
till 2, provided the meat is nofe all sold be- 
fore that hohr, and mdst generally it is all 
disposed of by’ 7 or 8 o'clock. The meat 
offered for sale^is beef, mutton, and pork. 
The last of these is tolerable ; *but the two 
former are lean, flabby, disgusting to the 
sight, and as tasteless as a chip of dry wood. 
What 'they call excellent beef and mutton 
here, is fit for a dog-kennel in Englaftd ; and 
I should imagine that he who would dare to 
bring such to a London market, would be 
put in the pillory. Bad as they are, how- 
ever, the people are glad to get them. There 
is what they call a clerk of the market, who 
regulates the prices of each. The meat is 
from Is. to Is. 6d. per’pound, sterling ! 

The turtle here is excellent and plentiful, 
and *is sold at two bitts (two 4)itts qnd .a half 
make a quarter-dollar) ,per pound.— the 
different kinds of fish .^ire about tM^ ^^ 
price, and are sold at the wharL. ye- 
getable-market is behipd thfe flesh-markec, 
and is supplied *by^ the free negroes; and 
also by the slaves who Jbme from the interior 
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of the island. A small ugly looking loose 
cabbage is^ sold from 1§ bitt’to bitts 
(a quarterof* dollar) ; a lettuce at one bitt, and 
so in proportion. 

Salt beef and pork from Ireland are ex- 
tensively used lamong the .better sorts of 
people, and the negroes use nothing but salt 
and fresh fish (they prefer salt) and plan- 
tains ; 3§ pounds of such salt-fish per week 
being the allowance for one of them. In 
short, ^X^ere you to deprive a negro of salt- 
fish, he would think it the hardest punish- 
ment you could inflict. 

The shops, or stores as they call them, 
contain a strange assemblage of miscel- 
laneous matter. Whatever there is for sale 
is written on the door with chalk. You will 
find, for instance, oli one door “ Beef, po- 
tatoes, onions, hard- ware, oysters, tea, Ma- 
deira wiqje, pdfter, salt, and cheese !” *and 
on some you will find double the number of 
l^se heterogeneous firtieles. 

, Most people would be highly amused with 
the negro dance. Tliese slaves have Sunday 
to th€!In8elves; ’and thf a/ttef-part of that day 
is regularly set apart for tlie purpose of danc- , 



ORINOCO A1«D ARAUCA. 


47 


ing. From teii to twenty or thirty, of both 
sexes, meet togetheri in the suburbs of the 

i ^ 

town. They form* a sort of ring; and in 
one part ot it the musicians with their instru- ' 
ments are placed. These instruments are an 
empty barrel, laid on one side, which from 
the head has been removed, arid a second 
laid in the same way, from which also the 
head has been removed and for that is 
substituted an animars skin dried. These 
are the drums. The one .without the head; 
and the other with the skin, are each sat upon 
by one of the party the One beats with 
two pieces of stick on the skin ; the other 
on the side of the barel. The only Other 
instrument, or ratfier tw'o instruments, are 
two baskets ; and these contain a quan- 
tity of some sort of ‘hard dried nuts or 
small gravel. The man who conducts 
these, uses them alternately or ^together, 
so as to make the contents produce as 
much noise as possibly. In their use, 
too, he distorts his body, in every possible 
direction. The sounds, however, which they 
produce, by the proj^i'wanagement of ‘these 
.simple instruments, are fqr from being un- 
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pleasant. Their dances seerti something in 
the style of what they-fcall in Scotland the 
everlasting vcel. All the men are constantly 
* employed, during the dance, singing a 
sort of wild air, at certain parts of which 
there is a general howl set up by the women, 
which consists of one note only, lliose who 
witness an exhibition of this kind will do 
well to get to the windward of the group : 
if within half a mile of them to the lee-ward 
you will smell them. 

On the 12th of August, I desired the har- 
bour-master of Port of Spain to jirocure me 
an early passage for Angostura, when h(‘ 
told me that a schooner, called the Peace of 
Trinidad, was just about to sail for that 
place. I agreed to give the master 25 dollars, 
and to live, on my ptLssage, as he did. 

I certainly started on this expedition under 
the most unfavourable auspices; as dvery 
report in Port of Spain was very much against 
the Patriot cause. v^When I announced my 
intention of immediately proceeding to An- 
gostura, a gentleman, whom I had known 
for some years, ancLnwib *had afforded me 
some pecuniary ^clmmodation, w rote me^ 
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the following letter on the subject. It is not 
the production of _ obscure character, but 
of one who possessed both th^ 'opportunity 
and the practical ability of obtaining the best 
information. *The commencing observation 
in the letter, b in consequence of some re- 
marks I had made respecting* the way in 
which I was to discharge my pecuniary obli- 
gations to him. 


Port of Spain, 12th of August, 18 ^ 8 » 

Dear Sir, 

t 

I have never made an,y doubt of your in- 
clination to repay the advances 1 have made 
in your behalf ; but I know, that with your 
adopted projects, you never can pay one 
farthing. With less ^genius and more com- 
mon sense, you might do very well here. I 
do. not mean to offend you ; but you are fol- 
lowing the councils of despair in going to 
Angostura ; when, by a little — allow me to 
repeat — a little comm»h sense here, you coiild 
do well. Mr. Gumlies is willing to enter 
into a partnership^ with you, which would. 
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at least, at first support you. Think twice. 
Remain where you^ are in preference to put- 
ting your whole trust on such desperate 
remedies as you propdse to use. 
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OHAP. IV. 

PASSAGE UP PHE ORINOCO* TO ANGOSTURA. 

Sails from Trinidad and encounters* a hurricane; — Enters 
the Orinoco by a mouth which is little frequented; — Te- 
dious passage and warping of the vessel; — Surrounded by 
Guaraunos Indians ; — Description of these people ; — Con- 
duct of the Master of the vessel with regard to provisions ; 
— Attacked by various kinds of insects ; — Fracas* with an 
old Spaniard ; — Put on short allowance, and bad conduct 
of the Captain ; — Attacked by muaquitoes ; — Further dis- 
play of the Captain’s villainy ; — A monkey killed and 
eaten; — Tarantulas, centipetles, and scorpions Priva- 
tions on the passage, and consequent distress ; — Entrance 
of the Grand River ; — State oi exhaustion from want of 
food ; — Arrives at Barancas on tlie Orinoco ; — Compels 
the Captain to take in some provisions ; — Leaves Barancas 
and arrives at Old Guyana ; — Some account of Guyana ; 
— Leaves Guyana and arrives at Angostura. 


I viAS barely allowed time to put any articles 
I had on board, when we sailed 'Crith a fair 
wind. Owing to the^ amazing rapidity of 
the current, in the’GaJf of Paria, we were 
frequently obliged to come to anchor, to 
prevent our beiqg drifted entirely out of the 
Gulf. 


•E 2 ' 
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On the 15th we encountered a hurncane, 
accompanied by dnaadfpl thunder, lightning, 
and torrents', of rain. There were a number 
of passengers on boar^ ; and, owing to the 
smallness of the Cabin not more than eight or 
ten could get adqiission, while^the remainder, 
twelve in number, got among the luggage 
in tht hold .till the violence of the weather 
abated. In this state, I may say literally 
packed together, with barrels, boxes, &c. &c. 
we were .obliged to remain for some hours. 

There, very unexpectedly we were alarmed 
by a sort of grunting like that of some 
animal which I began to believe had found 
its way into the vessel, but to our astonish- 
ment, in attempting to drive it out, we found 
that it was only a black negro woman pray- 
ing most fervently for fie great Massa in hea- 
ven to calm de wind. Every one seemed 
willing to abate the poor creature's terrors by 
representing the case as by no means dan- 
gerous, and that the.storm would soon abate, 
^till, however, she corftinued to call out “ No 
gpod for me massa^ — no good for you,” and 
then §he went* to woVk./confessed her sins. 
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and finished her business with a sort^ of 
prayer, in a language which I suppose she 
had brought from the coast of, (guinea. 

Our vessel stood the weather very well; 
and, on the dSth at six o’clock, p. m'. we 
entered one of the mouths^ of the Orinoco. 
This mouth was about the 5th »or 6th to the 
south of the Macareo, and, althougl^ very 
narrow, was sufficiently deep for vessels draw- 
ing 10 or 12 feet. Even this narrow pass 
gave some idea of the grandeur of this mighty 
river. I drew a glass of the water, and drank 
“ to liberty and independenpe”. 

It was not without some concern that we 
learned, from the master . of the vessel 
that he had never sailed up this mouth be- 
fore; and, reflecting on the late massacre of 
my worthy friend Colonel Macdonald and 
others, by the wild Indies, and also on the 
Spaniards, especially as the laws of Trinidad 
wpuld allow no arms on board,’ I thought 
the experiment unsafe. It is true 1 had a 
pair of pistols, which *1* had concealed in my 
pocket; but what reliance could we pl^ce 
on one pair oi^ pjstoi’s, opposed by perhaps 
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hundreds of furious men armed with bows 
and arrows, lances, ^nd o,ther weapons ? 

After the Aj^st day, we foupd we had erred in 
another respect, whichi was likely to render 
our voyage to the grand river very tedious. 
The thick and impenetrable foliage, of im- 
mense height? which crowded every inch of 
both^ides the river, prevented the breeze 
from reaching our vessel, so that we found it 
absolutely necessary to warp the ship, or 
in other,, words, drag it onward by cords, 
fastened to the trees'. 

On the 20th,, at 6 a. m. while at anchor 
a canoe appeared,, which had just started 
from a small creek in the bush, with about 
twenty men, women, and children in it. 
The master pronounced them Spaniards ; 
and, instantly, all who^ could wield a weapon 
of any sort grasped it, because we knew 
there was no quarter gn en by these monstets. 
The vanquishing of this assailant we thought 
practicable enough ; but all our hopes were 
destroyed, when upwards of forty more 
canoes started from every brake and bu^, 
altogether containing* pejphaps four hundred 
or five hundred persons of all ages. They 
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paddled up to us with the speed of a bkd 
on the wing, and \nstantly our vessel was 
every where surrounded, while /at least one 
hundred of them were on our deck. We 
were most agreeably surprised to find that 
they were perfectly mild. ,They assured us 
that thd mouth we had takei? had rarely 
been passed, on the way t;o the grand 
river before; because it was sometimes in- 
fested with banditti of the most blood-thirsty 
kind, and that it was to prevent depredations 
by such, that they went in siich great num- 
bers. However, after the distance we had 
come, we determined to* take our chance, 
and not return to take another mouth. 

These people are' of a sort of red colour, are 
called Guaraunos, and are wholly naked, if 
we except a little piece of cloth, about she 
inches square, tied before them. They live in 
families in canoes. From time to time, espe- 
cially ^hen the river is low, they live in the 
bush; and subsist by fishing and hunting. 

We purchased frort* them for some mm, 
straw hammocks which they call ehivekoro, 
reed-baskets, parrot^, to which they give the 
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name of loro in -this country, and monkies 
which they call mgraqulto. 

Many oP J;hese people are painted all over, 
and some on particular parts of their body 
only, with a sort oP red nut, -called Roocoo, 
or Ruco. This painting ser\'e8 two purposes : 
it gives thek: person a singular appearance, 
while it also prevents the bites of insect ver- 
min, of which there are millions here. Some 
of them had their heads decorated with a 
rude garland, formed of parrots’ feathers, 
while others had figures of various shape 
painted on their body and face. They are 
veiy well shaped, but generally of small 
stature ; yet occasionally we found some 
most stupendous figures among them. Their 
face is broad, or rather almost round, and 
their head is covered .with long black hair, 
except over the face, where it is cut right 
across. It hangs over their breast, shoul- 
ders, and* back. Thdlr eyes are small; and 
their shouldera round, from the - use of 
the paddle. They 'evidently had different 
rjmks among them ; and doubtless the various 
kinds, of painting on'th^r body were marics 
of distinction. Th^e poor creatures re- 
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mmned with' us about two hours, when they 
paddled off, and entered the bush to follow 
their varibus occupations. 

In the present state of American and Spa- 
nish warfare, it is absolutely necessary, that 
vessels of every description, bound for An- 
gostura should be cleared for any other port 
but that ; because the Custom-house officers, 
of the varTous West India islands, will not so 
openly interfere in these disputes as to clear 
vessels for any Patriot port. Our schooner 
was cleared for Demarara; and, till we en- 
tered this mouth of the river, nothing could 
prove that the vessel was ‘not bound for De- 
marara ; but, having once entered the river, 
our destination for Angostura became evident. 

Whether it might be caution in the Mas- 
ter of the vessel (who was a Dominica Creole), 
or what could be his motive, I know not; but 
most certainly we lived well while crossing 
the Gulf of Paria : that is to say, we had 
plain substantial fowl and plenty of it. We 
had fish for breakfast And sometimes a little 
coffee ; bacon or beef, or ^th, with fish oc- 
casionally for diane^ : he also^ at each, meal, 
sent us a wine-glassful,}and sometimes a small 
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tumbler of rum or giui This system of ahhirs« 
however, underwent a very material change 
when we ^feptered the Tiver ; for at no time 
did they then serve oat more than one-third 
the' quantity they formerly allowed. Think- 
ing there might, be some mistake in such pro- 
ceedings, I determined to say nothing for a 
few days, by which time I might be more 
unequivocally convinced of the real disposi- 
tion and intention of the Master. 

On the 2 1st, at day-break, I was rousetl 

* 4 * 

from sleep by the biting of a sort of clumsy 
black or rathec very dark green flies, whose 
wings were tipped with white. Wherever 
they settled (but they seemed to give a de- 
cided preference to the heels) they darted 
their proboscis through whatever . opposed 
them, and made tin; blood start from the 
spot. These were soon joined by great num- 
bers of very large grey flies, most of them 
nearly from one to two inches in length. 
They were equally offensive as the former, 
but much more quitk in drawing Wood. 
Tp this infernal horde, an insect, very like the 
wasp in Britain, but wj^ich is called here 
Jack fHpaniard y his sting and his bite. 
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In short, it was the occupation of the day to 
keep these insects from resting on one or 
other part of the hodj, by which% was kept 
in a sort of torture. * 

About sunset, these gentry fled to the 
bush and we enjoyed half a^i hour’s quiet, 
when another cause of misery presented it- 
self, in the form of a cloud of, musquitoes. 
These monstrous tormentors are always most 
troublesome dhring darkness ; for when all 
other animals and insects have retired to re- 
poSte, the biting, blistering, and intolerable 
itching which these repulsive, animals pro- 
duce, are indeed enough to "make a man mad. 

Gn surv'eying these impenetrable forests, 
fllled with every kind of vermin that can 
annoy the body or depress the heart of man, 
and where you cannot approach any accessible 
part but your whole body is covered with 
them, I have often thought to how much mi- 
sery any traveller in these forests must have 
l>een exposed: yet we scarcely, if at all, 
find him note these pregnant sources of dis- 
tress as worth mentioning. ^ 

This day, one lof^the passengers, a .com- 
plete old Spaniard, if physiognomy is ever to 



60 


EXPEDITION' CP THE 


be trusted, came up where 1 was sitting with 

two Britons, whQwere,also passengers; and, 

although 4 was not *sulliciently acquainted 

witji the Spanish language to know what he 

talked of, I could plainly understand he- was 

offended. I called the Master of the schooner 
* • 

to tell me what he wanted. It seemed that 
he had taken it into his head, thatl had then 
been laughing at an antiquated old woman, 
with a long hooked nose, stitdded over with 
red and blue excrescences, whom he called his 
wife. I declared to the Master that nothing 
was farther from my intention ; that the 
laugh he imagined to be directed at his 
wife, was in fact at some curious tricks of a 
monkey we had on board ; that if I had been 
inclined to laugh at his wife I should not 
have done it without cause ; and that his 
present threats could not possibly have any 
sort of effect. 

On understanding what 1 said, his eyes 
flashed with the most demoniac fury : I could 
have almo.st imagined at the time that his 
/ace would have given Milton a much bet- 
ter idea of the devil t]^an« he has favoured 
us with. . Owing to* tliis, I could not help 
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looking the man right in the face, and burst- 
ing into a fit of laughter. <He now stamped 
with his feet, grew' more funous than 
before, and ran and grasped a large folding 
knife to poniard me I suppose, when several 
of his owjn countrymen surrounded him and 
kept him quiet. 

Thus assailed, I darted into the cabin, 
brought away my pistols on deck, and sat 
down and deliberately loaded them with 
slugs. This being done, I desired the*Master 
to tell the Spaniard that now I was prepared 
for him, if he had any thing to say to me. 
He again darted on his feet from where he had 
been sitting, like a serpent from his coil ; ut- 
tered a sort of convulsiv^laugh, which seemed 
to shake his whole frame to its foundation ; 
and, in this emotion, darted his hand into 
his jacket-pocket in search of his knife, I pre- 
sumed, to stab me. In this state, he seemed 
almost blind with passion ; he sprang forward 
at any body, or any thing on which he could 
fix his vengeance ; and, instead of me, he had 
very nearly murdered one of the Englishmen 
alluded to above.* » ' * 

He was again secured by his countrymen ; 
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when I declared to the Master and the others, 
who were of this* ass^sfin's party, that if he 
ever appj^^achedj under .any pretence what- 
ever, within two yartfs of me, I should most 
certainly shoot him. Thus our present busi- 
ness rested. , 

Up to the 22nd, every winding of the 

river presen tpd the same aspect of un tameable 

wildness ; and the immense number of creeks 

and corners convinced me that this was ex- 
« 

^ictly the place for another tkree-jiiigered 
Jack. A man who might possess a clear 
understanding, of these creeks, or their con- 
nexion with each lother, their depth, and the 
hiding places in the bush, might continue to 
plunder here withouf a chance of being dis- 
turbed, I doubt not' of this river being 
one day the nest of one or more of these 
pirates. 

On the 23rd 1 awoke at midnight and 
heard, very distinctly, the strokes of a 
Jiatchet in the. wood. J deemed it proper to 
call the Master, when we were soon satisfied 
of the fact, and, 'what was not so pleasant, it 
did not seem more than gi mile from us. We 
watjcbed till break of day, when we ielt our- 
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selves comparatively comfortable, and by 
this time no noise was heard. 

Our mode of li-vinlj^ became /now plain 
enough. For the last three days, the Master 
told, us, that he had no more provisions on 
board, except biscuit, and these we must use 
with much caution, as he was tifraid they 
would not hold out till he reached the first 
town on the grand river, called Sacapano. 
Our allowance was served in the morning, 
which was one biscuit ai;id a small piece, 
each, perhaps one biscuit and a quarter, per 
diem, and sometimes a very ■•small propor- 
tion of bad rum, or execrabiy bad gin. 

To prevent accidents, such as the above, I 
had been advised at Trinidad, to lay in a 
small private stock of fish, with a small ham, 
and some spirits ; this 1 had done ; but 
on demanding my supply from the Master, 
he told me, with the most intolerable elfron- 
tery, that all my stock had been used! — in 
other words, he had stolen it. 

I had some powder and shot, of which, 
although they had stolen a’ part, still they 
left some ; and this ,I resolved to use while 
we might be at anchor, .in shooting birds of 



64 


EXPEDITION tJP THE 


any kind. These, however, we found very 
scarce, or rathe*' very shy, as we could 
scarcely etjer approach n.ear enough to have 
a shot at them. I , ^ 

"One day, however, I shot what the natives 
here call the arooka, which is a large dark 
coloured bird, larger than the English turkey. 
Attached to this animars wings is a curious 
provision of nature : at each joint there is one 
tooth of an inch and a half long, and another 
about an inch long, on each wing, and exact- 
ly shaped like the point of a bayonet. There 
can be no doijbt of this being a very strong 
and a very fierce.bird ; and, by the strength 
of his bill and neck, his feet and wingsj I 
think he might be very able not only to 
act on the defensive, but also on the offen- 
sive. At any other.time, I should have said 
this bird is not fit for human use ; but we are 
mere creatures of habit, and our opinions, on 
these points, change with our situation. Al- 
though the animal smelt and tasted of rancid 
fish, I made a very hearty meal of it. 

. On the 25th, t night no sooner closed than 
the air was filled with ^e screaming of. thou- 
sands! of every kind of animals, which jren- 
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dered the scene one of most perfect 
wildness. We abowt this time saw various 
Indian huts; but. whether their' inhabitants 
were wild or not, we could not saj ; for 
owing to the heighth of the water, most of 
them stood in .a morass. Others, however, 
a little more elevated, had eV'idently been 
the recent habitation of some ,one, from the 
greenness of the plantain-leaves with which 
they were covered. 

On the 27th, at night w^e came - to 
anchor close to the bush ; and most cer- 
tainly there never was such a night for 
musquitoes. The Spaniaixls, Mulattoes, and 
Blacks, boast that these animals infest only 
those possessed of European blood, but spare 
their own countrymen. On this occasion, 
however, Britons, Spaiiiards, Mulattoes, and 
Blacks, were equally bit by them. I did 
not hesitate to confess the misery in which 
I w'as ; but the countrymen and women of 
the musquitoes suppressed their feelings as 
long as possible. Every one , flew to tiie 
smoking of segars, which is generally .a 
sure method of* keeping theih away for the 
time ; but, on this occasion, the tobacco 
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smoke, though rolling from c\'ery mouth in 
clouds, had not the .slightest ellect. At 
. length, witlj'^one feeling", the m hole company 
started on their feet and almost roared in 
agony. The spirit-bottle was pro<luced, as 
the last remedy and when \\e had all taken 
what is called a musquito-dose, we en- 
deavoured to. sleep. This, our dose with 
the use of tobacco assisted us to do ; but 
next morning our whole body exhibited one 
mass of ‘small blisters, from the millions of 
bites we had received during the night. 

The intolerable itching which succeeds the 
bite of these bloodsuckers cannot be com- 
pared to any other feeling with which I am 
acquainted. In this, their bites differ from 
the black and gray flies, of which I have 
made mention ; and perhaps this is in some 
measure owing to the discharge of blood 'on 
being bit Ijy black and gray flies, while the 
musquito bites, like the sting of a Jack 
Spaniard, or wasp, .cauae an aching and 
itching pain, without any dischar^ whatever. 

•We were now in the constant habit of 
seoing serpents of all colours'and sizes, either 
swimming in the river, sloping iq the bush. 
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or twisted round the branches of the trees 
which hung over out bead. 

I still found that jno amendment was to 
take place in regard to, the provisions; and 
this I had more reason than formerly to find 
fault w'ith, as there was, this afternoon, de- 
veloped a circumstance which had previously 
htjen wrapped up in mysterys A piece of 
sail which, every afternoon, had been hung 
across the fore-part of the yessel (for what 
purpose I knew not, hut supposed it was 
put up to prevent the bad effects of an almost 
vertical sun) — this sail’ dropped down, and, 
to my mortification, I discovered the Master 
and some of his countrymen making a hearty 
meal on pork and biscuit. I fiew into a 
great rage, on finding myself thus used, and 
swore that next day I should watch the cook, 
and if he boiled pork I should be glad to 
speak with the man who should deprive me 
of my share ; that I submitted patiently 
when I was told that no other provision but 
biscuits were on board ; but that now I should* 
do it no longer. Instantlj^ the whole party, 
eleven in number (all of the mulatto- tribe), 

, spruftg on their legs, and,, muttered like a set 
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of monkies, a few vollies of curses ; said 
something of landihg me in the bush ; of my 
being an E’^lish adventurer, going to join 
a .p,^k of lawless rebels ; and many other 
phrases of a similar kind. To oppose such a 
host was out of the question ; • and I therefore 
concluded by stating, that next day I should 
let them all know what I should do. 

On the 28 th, there appeared a general 
scowl on every ,face. I went close by the 
bush, and shot a large red monkey, which 
might weigh about twenty or twenty-five 
pounds, and had it boiled for dinner. 
We were obliged to use these animals im- 
mediately, because the excessive heat soon 
hurried them to a state of putrefaction. 
Feeling how much I was in the *minority, 
in regard to number,' I deemed it policy 
to show no inclination to quarrel, and there- 
fore di played the whole monkey cooked, 
of which I invited them to partake. They 
did so, and all seemed to wear a tolerable 
of good will toward each other. Still, 
hc/Vrever, I resolved to. be constantly on my 
guard against such a set of villains, and 
therefore never parted with my pistols. • 
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Next day we fell in with two canoes of 
Guaraunos, from whom we got two fish, of 
which there are abui^ance in ^ke Orinoco, 
called moroquoit, each weighing about twenty 
pounds. These kept us all pretty well next 
day. • 

On the 30th, while warping our vessel 
along, close by the bush, we* observed an 
immense flock of tarantula spiders of a large 
size. Several of them crawled up the side 
of the vessel, and came on deck. It is 
truly wonderful how a monkey treats these 
venomous insects. The one Vl^e had on board 
evinced various proofs of its sagacity : it eat 
any kind of insect offered ; but on one of 
the tarantulas approaching him, he screamed, 
looked hard at it, and when some one shoved 
the tarantula nearer* him, he sprung from 
it, and took a ropers end, and beat it from 
him. This day we also had a .visit from 
some centipedes, which I think among the 
most disgusting animala I ev^er. saw. 

On the 31st, on getting up from deck (for 
here, in the midst of the ^heaviest dews aild 
pouring rains I ever witnessed, I slept every 
raght) I found a new visjtor in the shape of 
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a scorpion. It had, the previous night, got 
underneath a littre piece of sail-cloth on 
■ which I slep\, and I had Iilckily bruised him 
to death. Had he. got fair play, he was 
large enough to have killed any man. These 
# animals, if possible, are still* more repulsive 
than the centipedes. 

I was this day favoured with a small bit of 
fresh fish for breakfast, and about a table- 
spoonful of gin ; and at dinner, with pork in 
pretty liberal quantity. Being in the hold, 
however, I picked up the shank of a raw ham, 
which I considefeS a fair prize. I brought it 
on deck and laid it'aside for what might l|Rp- 
pen. The former remonstrance had produced 
an effect for one day, when we were again 
put on the one and a quarter biscuit. The 
shank of ham I therefore divided with two 
other Englishmen ; and on it, and after- 
wards on #K)up made by boiling the bone 
with some biscuit, we subsisted during twro 
days. . . . 

On the 2d of September, we had another 
wArm conflict in wbrds about provisions. I 
now b(^n to think the wretches Ijad it not, 
as they did not seem to cook. 1, however, 
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let the Captain know what a scoundrel he 
was to put to sea on>a five> or six weeks’ voy- 
age with only one* week’s pro visirlp on hoard. 
He replied that he was very comfortable with 
the biscuit, and the other mulatto passengers 
were so too ; that, the Knglish were all glut- 
tons, and could not live one Week without 
flesh ! 

We were now told by one of the canoe’s 
crew, that we were close upon Sacapano, 
which is the first town we meet with on tl^e 
Grand River. The other two Englishmen 
and myself had consequently a good deal of 
conversation about taking the boat in the 
night and rowing to Sacapano^-; but, as in 
all vessels, every board has an ear, the va- 
gabonds cither heard us or had some suspi- 
cion of our design. The Master got up a pair 
of old rusty pistols, and cleaned and loaded 
them with ball. This was to keep us in 
awe I suppose, which, however, it would not 
have done, had they not adopted a more se- 
cure plan. They took every oar into the 
hold, and even every piepe of wood which 
might be put td the purpdfSe 'of an oaj-, and 
placeil a sentinel over the hatch all night. 
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Thus thwarted, I resigned myself to my fate, 
determined to have the Master arrested at 
Sacapano. ^ ^ 

This day one of the Englishmen actually 
fainted and fell flat on deck, doubtless from 
want ; for I can rafely say, that for 20 hours 
before he had not eat a morsel. I ran to 
the Master, jind his brutal party, and de- 
sired them to let me have a little spirits to 
revive him, at which they grinned a sort of 
laugh, but not one of them would give a 
drop. For myself, I am certain, that but for 
the tobacco, which one of the Englishmen 
had brought from Trinidad, and of whiclrw e 
made segars, one or more of us must have 
died. Drenched in dew and rain, with little 
to eat and less to drink, 1 smoked profusely 
of these segars, by the narcotic powers of 
which I slept soundly. In this wet and soli- 
tary employment, I have often, on rolling 
myself in my wet blanket, exclaimed. Come 
here you feather-bed gentry and look ! I 
shall ever entertain a high opinion of tobacco. 

.Not contented w^th rendering our existence 
miserable, thesfe. rascals were? determined to 
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enlarge their sphere of action. Weobsen ed 
a very fine canoe lashed »;o the bush : this 
they sent their boat for^ and, aftei^ .bringing it 
alongside, they took if to the middle of the 
stream and let it loose. Thus, the poor fel- 
lows who were in the bush? might not be 
able to escape from it until chance sent some 
one to their aid, or till they actually made 
another canoe ! I most certainly did expect 
that a large party of the natives, seeing their 
property thus abused, would have attacked" 
and murdered every one of us next day ; but 
a breeze sprung up and we se^sail. 

On the 4th, we anchored right under the 
bush, where we M ere stung almost to death 
by insects of every kind and of every loath- 
some shape. On tlie 5th, we entered the 
Graml River at 9 a. :.i. It rolled on in a 
most majestic and truly beautiful manner. 
It was worth all the troubles I had encoun- 
tered, even to witness such a sight. This 
entrance was about ten miles farther up than 
Sacapano. 

I had not experience, d a|ny sort of uneasi^ 
ness, except falling off in Hesh and general 
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weakness till this evening, when stamling at 
the bows of the “vessel, I felt as if falling 
asleep ; ni^^ feet beca,Tne powerless and also 
my hands ; and, to prevent my falling over- 
board, I sunk on"a sail-cloth on deck. I know 
not how long I- remained in this state ; but 
I did not recover for several days. I now 
found the biscuit fully enough for me, as my 
appetite was almost entirely gone. During 
these three days, I actually subsisted on se- 
'■gars and water, till the morning of the 8th, 
when *^ve had a red monkey, of which I eat 
one mouthful. ‘ 

On the 8th, we arrived at Baranca, Or Ba- 
rancas, which was the first solid piece of 
£rround we had trod since our entrance from 
the (iulf of Paria. This town w'as almost 
wholly destroyed by the Royalists,, jmd now 
there remains a very few mud houses. Here 
was a Commandant, who looked like a ser- 
geant : I did not choose to submit any com- 
plaint to such a man. .There was plenty of 
beef here, such as it was — coarse and without 
any kind of fat, !fll of which they cut out to 
make* candles. *A bullock ' of ordinary siae 
may be purchased here for six dollars ; but 
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what I was most pleased with was, that all our 
ins(!ct vermin had enterely left us. 

On the 9th, prepafjition hein^, made for 
sailing, 1 asked the Captain if he intended to 
put any provision on boaref, which he an- 
swered in a veryjBvasive manaer. They soon 
after talked of heaving the anchor ; and there 
might be perhaps about one day’s provision 
on board. This ’ was no time to trifle. I 
went to the bows with the other two Eng- 
lishmen, and told them, Uiat till more pro-*' 
vision was put on board, and that too for 
our use, as well as theirs, that the first man 
who attempted to touch th’at cable should be 
shot. We began to feel we had got some 
advantage over them, as most of their peo- 
ple were standing on the beach to come on 
board, and we also toid them (for we were 
within a few fathoms of the shore) that vvho- 
i'ver came alongside would be shot, unless 
they brought provisions with them. The 
Master talked a geeat deal about its not 
l)eing his intention to sail without provision, 
when we desired him to^go .ashore and prove 
the truth of his wftrds. He wenl, and brought 
with him all the people and a whole bullock. 
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Wc sailed ; and on the evening of the same 
day an IndepeinJent «anoe came down the 
river from^Onyana, Vith 'eight paddles and 
two ofiicers. They‘came along-side; and 
one of the officers, on coming on board, found 
his wife and one child, from iwhom he had by 
the fate of war been separated for a conside- 
rable time. ,The men looked remarkably well. 
They were well clothed in l^ue jackets, trim- 
med^ with red, and a cap like the British 
'‘marine* cap. In .front there was a small 
yellow cockade, and immediately below that 
a larger round yellow metal plate, about 
2^- Inches diameter. On the inferior edge of 
this plate is displayed the rising sun, above 
which are seven stars, and below the sun 
th(!re is w ritten round the margin, “ Morir o 
veneer,” and on the upper part, “ Vfnezuela ” 

Late in the evening we arrived at Guy- 
ana ; antj next morning found Colonel Wil- 
son a prisoner in the fort. In Plate II. I have 
given a drawing of ^Old, Guyana. 

The village of Olft Guyana consists pro- 
bably of about ^ hpuse^ the appearance of 
which is poor add miserable in the extreme. 
It is situate in a valley ^lose to the river’s , 
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edge, and on each side stands a fort, one of 
which has three guiis. llie most poverty- 
stricken village in England looks' more re- 
spectable th^n this place, — but houses are not 
of such consequence here as they are in Eu- 
rope. It is scarcely possible to enter one 
without finding one or two persons ill 
with ague and fever, from the damp situa- 
tion of ,.the place, the want of medicine, 
cleanliness. Sic. As I here found tlie Ame- 
rican brig Helen, of Philadelphia, Captain’’^ 
Steel, about to sail for Angostura, I left 
the Pehce schooner, and weiit on board of 
his vessel. The Captain of the schooner, 
however, w'ould not allow me to take my 
luggage ashore, unless I paid 25 dollars for 
being nearly staiwed, and almost constantly 
insulted by fifteen felloA's, whose mere phy- 
sical force was nmre than suflicient to over- 
power us. The Commandant advised me to 
represent our case to the Supreme Chief, as 
his own power was too limited to give proper* 
satisfaction. 

On the 20th, after a pleasant voyage’ 
from Guyana, we arrired at Angostura. 
.Two days befoi'e, however, the fever of the 
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country tippcared in the Helen. One man 
diet! of the black vomit, and was thrown over- 
hoard. A Air. Townsend, from Dublin, was 
also seized and died next <lay. *We came to 
anchor about one a. M. close in shore, and 
had I remained till morning, I should have 
been put under quarantine for six weeks ; but 
the time of my life had arrived when I deter- 
mined not to stand on trities, and, bcfon* tlu^ 
harbour-master’s visit, I leaped ashore and 
thus matle my escape. 
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CHAP. V. 


ANGOSTURA, AND OCCURRE^JpES THERE. 

t 

])cscripl:ion of Angostura Climate of Angostura and 
country around; — I'he Orinoco and its fish; — Anecdotes 
of tlie^e and the Alligators ; — Contest with t\\^ Captain, 
and settlement in the Autlio/s ’favour; — Interview witll 
General Bolivar, and application for accommodation, sub- 
sistence, &c. ; — Various houses obtaiived and taken away 
again ; — Curious adventure in one of tliose ; — Golgotha 
behind it; — Reflections on this war of extermination; — 
Curious occurrence at Angostura;^ — Strange treatment as 
to his api>ointnient ; — Execution of General Piar. 


The town of Angostura lies in lat. 8° some 
odd min. The heat is from 70 to 80, during 
the night, and from 88 to 92 all day- It is 
situate close on the left or southern bank of 
the Orinoco, on the' sielje of a hill sloping 
towards the river. The ground all over this 
part of the country is ^f very unequal sur- 
face ; and, as weft as the bed of the Orinoco, 
,is covered with huge masses of dense stone. 



80 


EXPEDITION UP THE 


The houses of Angostura are of two sorts : 
the one built of stone, end the other of mud, 
plastered \ipon bamboos. • Among the better 
sort there are many of them respectable 
and, from their construction, much calculated 
for mercantile convenienceo These houses 
are all roofed^wilh tiles of various shapes. 
The principal and most handsome of these 
front tire Orinoco, and run from east to 
west. 

Si There are a fe\y guns mounted irf front 
ot these, but the river itself constitutes the 
principal protection to the north. The next 
protection is a laguna towards the east of 
the town, which is supplied by the river 
when full, and wliich continues e\'en during 
the dry season to contain a considerable 
quantity of water. — 4n Plate I. (the Frontis- 
piece) I have given a drawing of Angostura. 

Angostura is now supposed to contain a 
population, amounting to about five thousand 
persons, including all descriptions and ranks 
of people. 

' The houst's at tl^e western extremity of 
the town, as well as by the river-side, are 
respectable in their appearance, airy and 



ORINOCO AND ARACCA. 


81 


commodious ; but these terms cannot justly 
be applied to the greater part of the houses 
and buildings which compose the town. 
There are many situate in the heart of An- 
gostura, which bear the strongest indications 
of neglect ahd age. 

The streets are nearly all of equal width, 
crossing each other at right angles, extending 
in one direction parallel with the river, and 
in the other ascending from the river-side 
towards the summit of the hill, which is suj^ 
mounted by a fort and look-out place. 

The walls of the houses are composed of 
.stone and brick, with tiled roofs, and most 
of them have whited fronts ; those of the 
principal inhabitants being ornamented with 
green balconies, something similar to the 
virandas in Englanci, 4ielp much to improve 
the exterior appearance. The rooms of the 
largest houses are, some of them, from 30 to 
33 feet in length, 15 or 16 in breadth, and 
as much in height. . . 

At the house, for instance, formerly occu- 
pied by Admiral Brion, on ascending- a wide 
staircase you find a large .square operrin the 
centre, round which the doors of the different 
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rooms are placed. On the right side, next 
the river, are the .r/^oms occupied by 
Mr. Hamilton ; in iVont, the kitchen and 
cooking offices ; on the left, an excellent 
warehouse ; and behind, the rooms and places 
of accommodation for the„ sertants. The 
stores arc very large Jind commodious, and 
occupy the Iqwer part of the building. 

The town is paved with Hints, pieces of 
rock, and limestone, which make it extremely 
painful and unpleasant to traverse. In front 
of about a dozen houses at the west end, and 
opposite the House of Congress, or Palace, as 
it is sometimes called, it is paved with red 
brick, extending (i or 7 feet in front, forming 
thus an agreeable promenade. 

This latter building, perfectly white, ex- 
cept the roof, ha\'ing a- raised cent'^e, and two 
wings, and the windows filled up with jea- 
lousies, pointed a lively green colour, and 
distinguished by a guard being constantly 
mounted there, makes »an extremely clean 
and respectable appearance. A church to 
the east, a chapel to J,he north, and a row of 
houses to the south, form' a considerable 
square, of w Inch this building occupie.s nearly 
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the whole of the western side. But the cen- 
tre is confused with stdne, rubbish, and 
pieces of rock, which 'jietract muyh from the 
tout ensembk. • 

The church is a dismal-looking building, 
much more resembling a prison than a place 
of public worship. There is little attention 
paid to Sunday here. Thertj are two or 
three very good shops in the town, for the 
sale of dry goods, tea, coffee, &c. , The 
houses of the poor form, the suburbs. The 
barracks are situate at the eastern extre- 
mity, forming a tolerably long range of build- 
ing. The hospital is about three quarters of 
a mile in the country — a large building sur- 
mounted with turrets. 

The river narrows considerably opposite 
the town, as its adopted name intimates. At 
the distance of seven or eight miles, lower 
down the river, at a place calle4 Angostu- 
rita, it is narrower still. I observe Humboldt 
in his chart, calls a sma^ village on the north 
side of the river (the right bank), Angostura, 
and places St.Tpme, the capital, on the south. 
There is also tlie same distinction ir> some 
other books and maps that I have seen, and 

u i 
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it is probable that this is a correct difl'erence, 
if the word ‘ Arfgostura’ can properly be 
applied to any thing* but the river itself. 
Some of the oldest residents, and principal 
members of the Congress, occasionally called 
it New Guyana, but the general name is 
Angostura. 

I should think the climate of this town 
may be considered healthy, during the dry 
season, from its local situation ; although it 
is extremely hot. As the vegetation by 
which it is partially surrounded, consists prin- 
cipally of bushes, it is in a great measure 
freed from the miasmata, arising from the 
decomposition of the air, which takes place 
in these regions, particularly in the neigh- 
bourhood of woods and forests, as M. Hum- 
boldt states, and which he considers to be so 
injurious to Europeans unaccustomed to the 
climate. And although the heat during the 
greater part of the day, occasions, the ther- 
mometer generally to rise to 88°, a room- 
ing and evening breeze, which occasionally 
lasts all day, renders the temperature sup- 
portable, and sometimes pleasant. Accord- 
ing to all aixounts the case is different in the 
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rainy seasons ; at these periods the exces- 
sive heats, and violent raiils, to which these 
provinces are sutgect^d, give risje to disor- 
ders, which most European constitutions and 
habits will not bear." 

Round Angostura and Guyana, the country 
looks as if it never had been cultivated, and 
at the former particularly so.. Near both 
places the Cashu-apple, wild cotton, plantain, 
limes, and water-melon, form the greatty part 
of the productions of the, country, ah'd these 
are offered by nature, unassisted by the hand 
of man. Judging from the luxuriance with 
which these grow-^, I should think that the 
soil, with proper cultivation, would produce 
whatever the purposes of commerce or luxury 
could demand. 

The perpendicular rise and fall of this 
mighty mass of water, — the Orinoco, is from 
60 to 70 feet. It begins to rise in JNJarch and 
gradually advances till September, and from 
September to March, it ^lls. 

In this river there is an immense quantity 
of fish, especially when .full. They are evert 
so plentiful that there is a singular piactice 
adopted by the boys for catching them, which 
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I should have scarcely believed without see- 
ing it. They tie'^threA or four fish-heoks 
close together, pointing different ways, and, 
without bait, they attach these and throw 
them into the rifer, from which they imme- 
diately pull them by suddeix, jerks, and thus 
they very frequently hook a fish, sometimes by 
one, sometimes by another part of the body. 

A curious circumstance occurred during 
the time Angostura was in the hands of the 
Spaniards. The fish entirely left the river; 
so that instead of it being possible, as at 
present, to purchase a fish of 20 pounds 
weight for a bit, (sixpence British,) it was not 
possible to obtain one the size of one’s hand 
for less than a dollar. To account for this 
may be difficult ; but the Patriot Padres at- 
tributed it to the hatred which the Blessed 
Virgin entertained for the Spaniards (Catch- 
upins as t|iey call them in opprobrium, being 
the name of a sort of itch of the country, 
and also of a sort of louse produced by that 
itch). I have taken it into my head that 
want of subsistence .drove them away ; for, 
before the town fell, the people had been re- 
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duced to the greatest possible distress for 
want of every kincj of nourishment. ‘No 
sooner, however, had* the Patriots taken pos- 

» t * » 

session than there was,plenty of the refuse of 
animal carcases perpetually flowing into the 
river, and then the fish returned in their usual 
abundance. This scarcity of -fish may be 
further accounted for simply from the rist^ 
and fall of the Orinoco, as they are always 
most abundant when the river is either rising 
or about full. ► 

The alligators here are often very large 
and very plentiful. It is by no means un- 
common for these monsters to come close in 
shore, among the batluirs (and bathing is, I 
think, used almost to excess among the peo- 
ple here) and can y one or more of them off. 
About this time, whjle walking on my ter- 
race, I saw a little female child carried off 
by one of them. 

Meanwhile the schooner from Trinidad 
arrived, when I represented to the Go^ ernor- 
getieral, Valdez, the <?onduct of the Captain 
to myself and the two^other Britons.^ I ali^so 
applied to the Captain fur my luggage^ which 
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he most pointedly refused to deliver till he 
received the 25 dollar?^ which I was equally 
determined not to pay him. People in this 
country do nothing .in a hurry; and, of 
course, before I ‘could extort any thing like 
effective measures from the Governor, the 
schooner was preparing to sail down the 
river. At length, after perhaps at least 
fifty applications, he referred me to a person, 
whom I found to be a lawyer. Nothing can 
be done by any man, on any kind of busi- 
ness, on the day you apply ; and, of course, 
Manana was bis reply to my application. 
This said word Manana, is in eternal use ; 
and they so continually address it to every 
one, that it becomes extremely difficult to 
know whether one ought to laugh at them or 
hold them in contempt. Accordingly, after 
this phrase had been repeated three or four 
days, during which the schooner was de- 
tained, there was an hour appointed, and the 
Captain attended with a whole troop of his 
Mulattoes and Spaniafds, while, owing to the 
delaysj.the only two witnesses I could once 
have produced,' had joined their vessels and 
sailed. My cause looked bad ; for all I had 
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to c^er was my own bare assertion, while the 
Captain's troop swqre through thick and 
thin, that they all*liv<^d well anc^ were per- 
fectly-satisfied. Judgment went against nie, 
with costs, amounting in the whole to 47 
dollars, while a^l I possessed was two dol- 
lars. I was at a loss how to proceed ; but 
at length I resolved to address jhe Supreme 
Chief as follows : 

September, 1 J 818 . 

“ Sir, 

“ I engaged a passage, in the Peace 
schooner, of Trinidad, from the Port of 
Spain to Angostura, for which I was to pay 
25 dollars. I was to live as the Captain did. 
We sailed; but in less than a week I was 
told by the Captain that the provisions 
on* board were exhausted; and, when I 
remonstrated with him on the extreme im- 
propriety of his conduct in going, a five or 
six weeks' voyage with only a week's provi- 
sion on board, his jreplies were couched in 
the most abusive language. I was called an 
English adventurer going to join a parcel of 
lawless rel)els, &c. 

“ For three weeks and a half more, I had 
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one biscuit and a quarter each day^ 1 had 
in* Port of Spain* laid in a private stock of 
provision and liquors.; but on applying ,for 
them, the Captain to)d me he had used them. 
This matter has been unfairly decided in a 
Court of Law, and much additional expense 
incurred, and I now throw myself on tlie 
protection of your Excellency to cause an 
impartial examination of this affair.” 

The answer to this was very brief. An 
aide-de-camp was instantly dispatched, and 
I went with him to the vessel, when my 
luggage was ordered ashore and put in my 
possession, and botli freight and law ex- 
penses set aside. 

Having got this affair settled, and my 
papers in my possession, I proceeded to bu- 
siness with the Govegimcnt. 

I now waited on the Supreme Chief, with 
my appointment from Mendez, was received 
very graciously, and desired to return in two 
days. In the mean time, 1 made application for 
lodgings and ration^, when, to my astonish- 
anent» I received a verbal message from Qo- 
vernor Valdez, that he cohld accommodate 
me with neither, as he considered me as a 
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private individual only. I instantly'addressed 
the Supreme Chief bj; letter on this subject, 
when I reminded him of my having delivered 
aH my diplomas, letters, publications, &c. as 
mentioned in Mendez’s letter of appoint- 
ment. I stated, t^iat I had frequently applied 
for the usual accommodation, subsistence; 
&c. but had hitherto been quite unsuccessful, 
and had, of course, been obliged to lay my- 
self under obligations of the most delicate 
nature to my friends, by whose bindness 
alone I had been supplied, and also pre- 
vented being obliged to sleep, in the street. 
I concluded by begging his Excellency to 
reconsider these circumstances, to reflect on 
the great professional sacrifices and inconve- 
niences I had already sustained, on account 
of the Patriot cause, and to give orders re- 
specting such accommodation, &c. as might 
be suitable to my character and professional 
rank. 

This had the desire,d effect, and I had every 
thing properly arranged*. I got an immense 
palace of a house, but po furniture. J kinr 
died a fire in one of the large rooms, and 
^roasted my beef, and for a few days lived 
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undisturbed ; when one morning, about five 
o'clock, a thundering ppise came to my outer 
door. I started from my. hammock, seized a 
pair of loaded pistols, and opened the door ; 
when I found that this noise was occasioned 
by an officer belonging to ^he guard of ho- 
nour, who told me the house was his private 
property, an,d I must walk off. This was all 
very reasonable, but not very pleasant ; and 
I of pourse was forced to “ take up my bed, 
and walk.'’ 

My immediate application for lodgings was 
answered as usual — “Manana;” and, after 
two days, I got another large house, plea- 
santly situate on the banl^s of the river. In 
less than a week, however, a person called 
liere, and told me he had orders from the 
Supreme Chief to make a printing office of 
it. From this, accordingly, I was also pushed. 

After a few more changes of this kind, I 
got into another lodging, into which I entered 
one night after dark, and groped about the 
comers of the balcony for a hook to hang 
my hammock upon. J succeeded, barricadoed 
the doors, &c. and went to sleep. Next morn- 
ing I fouud, what is very common here, that 
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one of my hammock-hooks had been used as 
a hook for scragging the did Spaniards, for 
the blood, &c. about*, it, left nc^ room for 
doubt. • 

I found the back door l6d into a field, 
overgrown with weeds and bushes ; and wish- 
ing to know as much of the immediate neigh- 
bourhood as possible, lest I shpuld myself 
awake some morning with a hole in my 
throat (as I once heard strangely expressed 
by a Hibernian) I surveyed all the Exterior 
of this house. Hundreds of skulls and other 
bones lay in the field ; and at one spot, close 
to my back-door, I thought I had got a 
prize, as a good-looking hammock made itS 
appearance behind a bush. I laid hold of it, 
but soon let go, on finding it contained the 
body of some human being about half de- 
cayed. 

War, considered in an abstract, point of 
view, is certainly calculated to fill the mind 
with horror. Perhaps in,no country, and, I 
believe, in no war, have such feelings had 
freer scope than in this. £xtermination«seem« 
the detennined object of each party towards 
,its opponent; and the mouldering remains of 
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human nature, wliioh every where present 
themselves to ydlir sight, prove with what 
success th^y have hitherto effected their ob- 
ject. Travel where you may, into the bush, 
or the mountaih, or the plain, your sight is 
perpetually arrested by piles, upon piles of hu- 
man bones, of both sexes and all ages. Such 
a survey will arrest the reflexions of the most 
volatile ; it will tell in language not to be 
misunderstood, how frail, how unsubstantial 
are all 'the project;s and all the ambition of 
man : it will inform him that such a shape- 
less heap oncedived, thought, and acted like 
himself ; and remind him that the very sword 
6f war, which had reduced their mangled bo- 
dies to such a state, was now unsheathed to 
mingle with the earth the blood of the few 
who had hitherto ascaped to mourn over 
many a friend and relation. 

I may ,here notice, that a few months after 
the surrender of Angostura to the Patriots, 
a black woman w^s observed to pass down 
the river to the Islands, from which she 
sp>eedjly returned ; , and these missions at 
length led to slight suspicions, as they seem* 
ed to have no motive in them. On the arri*. 
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val of this black agent at Angostura, from 
one of these journeys,, she* was observed ’to 
drop some papers, • wh\ch slie attpmpted to 
snatch up with much ai'idity ; but informa- 
tion was given to tlie harbdur-master, who 
demanded the pp,pers she dropped, and in 
compliance with his order, she took them 
from a parcel, in which there seemed to be 
many more. He instantly seized the whole, 
and carried them forthwith to Bolivar. , On 
Bolivar's perusal of these documents,' he inr 
stantly rode off to his house, about two miles 
in the country, and it was observed, that every 
Creole, officers and men, were removed from 
the various posts, where they mounted ‘guard 
about the town, and the whole of the guards 
were then composed of the English. Nobody 
was suffered to pass the citadel-gate without 
a passport, and General Montillo rode round 
the town at least twice every night.. 

It appeared that those papers threw some 
light upon an intended rcyolt of Brion’s sail- 
makers, whose object was to murder all the 
inhabitants connected with the Patriots, and* 
seize their property. They had the promise 
,of being joined by many (^eserters, who had 
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taken refuge in the bush, on a certain signal 
being given, and’also. by many of the inha- 
bitants of the Royalist party. Eleven of the 
sail-makers were instantly seized, and con- 
fined in a dungeon, and the black woman in 
a cell by herself. None of them were ever 
liberated, and none of them are in the dun- 
geons now. Those who are slanderers say 
the woman was starved to death, and the 
sail-makers murdered ; but of these facts we 
can only guess. 

At intermediate periods, while the above 
events were proceeding, I received an official 
letter, in which my medical appointment was 
evaded, on the ground that no such office 
existed, and an inferior one was offered me. 
This I conceived to be but indifferent usage ; 
and I refused to accept any appointment but 
the one which I came out to fill. 

I ansM^ered the letter somewhat as follows : 
— That I had the honour of receiving his 
•Excellency's letter, of the 10th instant, from 
which it appeared, that the appointment of 
•Direotor General of4;he Medical Department, 
did not exist in that army ; that I begged 
leave to inclose, for his Excellency’s informa- 
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tibn, the hospital regulations of the British 
army ; and that I trusted^ these would shew 
the necessity of sucR .’an appointment, which 
existed not only in tlie British, But in every 
other army in Europe ; arjd I finished this 
letter by informing him, that ten years pre- 
,vious to this, I should have refused a much 
superior appointment to the one he now 
pffered me. * 

In addition, I proposed to call on the Su- 
preme Chief, and demand my passport, as I 
should return to Europe, 'and prosecute Me’n- 
dez, who had acted such a base and iniqui- 
tous part toward me. Before I did so, my 

friend Col. G called on me, to whom I 

related the whole affair ; and he, voluntarily 
offered to do all he could in my favour. I 
stated to him that I was not at all attached 
to this province, which was poor beyond de- 
scription ; while the inhabitants were the 
most haughty, treacherous, and* dishonest 
knaves in existence ; but that J should take 
my appointment in kingdom of New 
Granada, part of which (the Varinas and 
plains of Casanare) th’ey were 'in possession 
of. Next day, according to their method of 
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doing business, I received the following offer 
of that which I wished them to give, and 
which I accepted. 

REPUBLICA DE VENEZUELA. 

SIMON BOLIVAR, 

“ Gefe Supremo de la Republica de Vencr 
zuela, &c. &c. 

Por quanto atendiendo a los servicios 

y m6ritps del , he ve- 

nido en admiterle' servicio de la Repub- 
lica y en nombrarle Director General de 
les Hospitales de las Provincias libras de la 
Nueva Granada. Portanto, ordeno y mando 
d la autoridad a quien corresponda dd la 
orden conveniente, para que se le ponga en 
posesion del referido Empleo guardandole y 
haciendo que se le guarden y cumplan las 
honras, gracias, ex6nciones, y preeminencias 
que, como’ d tal, le tocan ; — y que el Inten- 
dente del Exdrcito 6 Provincia donde fuere 
d servir haga tomar'cuenca y formar asiento 
de este despacho en la contaduria del Estado. 
Dado, firmado' de me mano, sellado con el 
sello Provisional de la Republica, y refren- 
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dado por el Secretario de la Guerra en el 
Quartel genl. de Angostura A 22 d. Octubre 
de 1818, 8“. . ‘ I 

‘‘ Simon Bolivar." 

Of the insurrection and the condemnation 
» 

of General Piar, which has been noticed 
in all the English news papers, I need say 
nothing. All I have to add is respecting 
his death. 

About 4 p. M. 16th October 1817» the 
troops were in arms, and formed a square in 
the Plaza de Armas. . A party of men were 
sent to his place of confinement in the same 
square ; and in a short time he came forth, 
dressed in a sort of cloak, his arms folded 
across his breast. He walked with great 
firmness to the centre, of the square, formed 
by the troops, where there was a chair placed 
to receive him. . He expressed a wish to see 
Bolivar; but this was refused him. He was 
desired to sit while one stepped forward .to 
put a handkerchief ov er his eyes. This he 
would not allow, observing that he wqnted 00 
such ceremony ; he was nof afraid to die. 
On this being insisted on, he said, “Well, 

H 2 
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well, do as you please/^ About twenty mus- 
kets were pointed at him, and the wqrd given, 
he shouted Viva Pat<:ia,^^ and every bullet 
was lodged \n his body. Shouts of Viva la 
Patria, Viva la Republica, Viva Justicia, fol- 
lowed. Soon after he was taken into an un- 
finished chapel, and buried privately, and so 
ended the life of this brave, but imprudent 
man — I say imprudent, for had he not run 
away, had he faced the accusations brought 
against him, he would not have been sacri- 
ficed; but he ran away, and that act alone 
gave his enemies^ some reason to conclude him 
guilty. It was supposed that his death M^ould 
have been followed by the expression of 
much dissatisfaction, if not even of revolt : 
the reverse was the case, all was peace, all 
quietness. 



^RINOCO AND ARAUCA. 


lOI 


CHAP. VI 

MANNSRS OF THE PEOPLE. 


Extreme laziness of the People ; — State of Marriage among 
them; — Women and chiidren smoking;* — Rations at An- 
gostura; — Anecdote of Lord P and Mr. H ; — 

Manner of killing Bullocks and cutting them upj— -Scar- 
city of vegetables owing to the laziness of th® People ; — 
Notice of the village of SoledaJ; — Manner of living there 
and at Angostura ; — Mode of grinding corn, &c. Con- 
duct at table; — Coarse feeding and cbnsequent diseases ; — 
The Women loose their front teeth by smoking, &c. — 
Various insects infest the dishes, &c. ; — Money used at An- 
gostura ; — Habit of Gaming ; — Mode of dressing the hair ; 
Sic , — Mule equipage and stirrups ; — -Mode of driving 
Mules; — Trade at Angostura; — Practice of Law there ; 

’ — Their religion and trealjnent of the dying; — An ac- 
couchement; — Escape from an Alligator; — Some account 

of Colonel C ; — Reflections on the Colonels sent 

out ; — Creole notions of the English and erf* England ; — 
Creole Aid-de-camps; — Diseases at Angostura; — Eflects 
of freedom on the Slaves, &c. — Robberies, &c. 

Thr people here are Creoles of South An\e- 
rica, and nativ^ Indians. Every movement 
they make, either corporeally or mentally. 
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exhibits the most perfect specimen of indo- 
lence I ever witnessed.^ ^ Many of them will 
rather starve than troiible . themselves about 
any sort of occupation ; and I sincerely be- 
lieve, that many, very many of them, were 
they even provided with food, would suffer 
a great deal rather than be at the trouble 
of cooking it. In their walk, which is 
generally slow, they, (and especially the 
womeji,) roll from side to side, alternately 
swinging each arm, as if by that to work 
themselves forward with as little trouble as 

The Supreme Chief does not allow mar- 
riage, but lays no sort of shackle on those 
who may wish to live together. What his 
motives for this are, I know not. Some say 
it is to prevent a man in the field from think- 
ing too much about his home, and thereby 
omitting his duty. One circumstance I 
could observe : he did not seem averse 
to sanction the marriage of two classes of 
people. I knew an 'instance of a license 
biding applied, for by a man about 42 to 
be married to* a woman of about 70, mid 
it was instantly granted; and one or two 
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others,, in which when the man was about 50 
and the female from .10 to 11 years of age ! 
Perhaps he did nof |think such connexions 
formed upon an attachment likiely to last, 
and, at all events, not likejy to embarrass a 
man in the hour of his military dutyi 

^ does not appear that marriage imposes 
upon the two sexes any moral restraint. 
They not only visit each othter indiscrimi- 
nately, mixing with each other at, public 
meetings, balls, &c. without regard Ho con- 
dition, but even a common intercourse exists 
between them, notwithstanding the natural 
barrier which they have imposed upon them- 
selves, , 

The women, in particular, dress very slo- 
venly, and every age and sex smoke segars, 
often throughout the whole day. It is V 
no means unusual to see children of three or 
four years of age puffing away with . an ap- 
pearance of gravity which is quite ridiculous. 
A woman does not know in what way she 
can shew you greats attention than by 
lighting your segar, and after giving it two 
or three, puffs handing it to you. • * 

Angostura town is not notv in such want 
as in former times ; and, were it ^not that 
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money is very scarce, every one' would live 
tolei^ably well. E^en as it is, my allowance 
at present (I say at present, for bread is 
sometimes riot to be ha'd,) is two good-sized 
loaves, one half, of which is sufficient to 
serve nlte, a quantity of salt, and eight or 
ten times more beqf than I am able to use. 
It is true the beef is lean ; but I like it well 
enough, at least till I can get better. 

The people here have various ways of 
dressing beef ; so that a well-furnished table 
often brings to my recollection a meeting 
which took place between John Hagart, the 
Scotch Advocate, and Lord Polkemet, a 
Lord of Session. Lord P. usually retired to 
his countfy-residence during that part of the 
year when the court does no business. John 
H., equally idle, from a similar cause, went 
to shoot; and happening to pass Lord P.’s 
property, lie met his Lordship, wlio politely 
invited John to take, or as he said tak a fa- 
mily dinner with himself, his wife, and daugh- 
ter! John accepted tkig invitation ; and they 
all assembled at the hour of dinner.^ There 
wak a jo^ of roasted vbal at the head of the 
table, stewed veal at the bottom, veal soup 
ib thb iMddie, veaPs«head on one side of the 
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soup, aild veal cutlets on the other, calf’s foot 
jelly between the s^qp and roast veal, ind 
vOal’s brains betevee^ the stewed veal and 
the soup. “ Noo,” says bis Lordship, in his 
own blunt way, “ Mr. H. yoU may very likely 
think this an od^ sort of dinner ; but ye’ll no 
wonder when you ken the cause of it. We keep 
nae company Mr. H. ; and Miss B. here, my 
daughter, caters for our table. The way we 
do is just this : — we kill a beast as it \^pre to 
day, and we just begin to cook it at one side 
of the head, travel down that side, turn the 
tail, and just gang back again by the other 
side to where we began.” Lord P.’s method 
resembles that of dressing the carne here, 
only his Lordship’s beast might sometimes be 
a cow, sometimes a calf, and sometimes a 
sheep, while ours is nothing but carne , — 
beef to breakfast, beef to dinner, beef to sup- 
per, and beef to breakfast again. , 

They have the same method of killing 
their bullocks as in Spain^ They tie the ani- 
mal’s head to a stake, and thrust the point 
of a long sharp knife betweeij the tv{o first 
cervical vertebrae, and by thus dividing the 
, vety source of motion, the ^animal drops dead 
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in an instant. Sometimes they bleed the 
animal, and sometimes ^ot; hurt ail of them 
agree in oi^e method (k cutting up the meat. 
No sooner has it ceased to breathe, than they 
commence the skinning process ; and no 
sooner have they skinned . part of it than 
that part is sliced off in the coarsest man- 
ner. ThuSt>it is slashed, cut, and tom 
asunder in eveiy possible form ; the unsalt- 
ed part being used as pieces for roasting, 
stewing', and boiling ; while the greater part 
that remains is rolled in salt and hung for a 
few days in the heat of the sun. Then when 
dry they call it Tasso ; and this, with the 
hides, form a great part of their merchan- 
dize either among themselves or with the 
West India Islands. 

Vegetables are very^carce, and tins is solely 
owing to the unsettled state of the country ; 
nobody wishing to sow, as the probability is, 
that he who sows may neVef reap. A little 
'tillage of Indian byts, on the opposite shore 
of the Orinoco, called Soledad, which is in 
the province .of Barcelona, could supply 
miicb vegetable matter ; but on one side the 
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p60{^e arfc too lazy to go for them, and those 
on the other are to^o, lazy to bring then! to 
market. The Indianslon this co^t are simi- 
lar ito the Guaraunos„ formerly mentioned ; 
but they are a different sort of people, and 
are called Cannes. 

The people here, as in aH the West India 
Jslands, drink very freely. TJieir breakfast 
in general consists of l)eef and (if they have 
it) wine or rum, and sometimes a ’cup of 
chocolate or coffee. Having perfcnrmed se- 
veral surgical operations in Soledad, and 
being of course privileged to go there and 
live as long as I pleased, I may here give a 
sort of notion how they live in that village. 
The breakfast is a large basin of beef, boiled 
with plantains ; a large basin of stewed beef 
and onions or garlic ; generally a large 
basin of tripe, stewed with onions or garlic ; 
and lastly, a piece of beef roaslqjd over the 
fire on a wooden spit. 

It must be observed^ that this last is not 
brought to table on a plate, but sticking hard 
and fast to the spit on which it was 4 ?oast€d. 
Anon comes a person, who, with one hst in 
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his side, and in the other hand the spit',, 
pldtits it on its^posnt the ground, some- 
what in the attitude o^ one of bis Majesty's 
beef-eaters. He steps round from person to 
person, till all artj served by cutting oft' what 
they wish. The l)read is generally made of 
Indian com, and sometimes rice. Besides 
Indian corn, jthere is another kind of bread,, 
which they call casava. It very much resem- 
bles ip*^ appearance the oat-meal cakes used 
in. Scotland; but is almost tasteless. The 
natives use it plentifully, and seem to prefer 
both it and the Indian corn to our flour. The 
drink is, not tea, but rum-grog, and very often 
wine, (claret) ; and ^I am sure the quantity 
of liquids drank at this early period of the 
day, would, in any colder climate, make a 
man stupid . From the.perspifation, however, 
(the heat being almost always from 88 to 92, 
or 94 of Fahrenheit,) its elFects soon pai^ 
off". Punch is served up at 11 o'clock, which 
continites to be use<|^till dinner-time. Din- 
ner is the same as breakfast ; and the evening 
is* passed in playing cards, smoking segarsi, 
and drinking. , 

Jib far as 1 have penetrated South America 
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1 have unUbnnly observ^ed, that the inhar> 
bitants seem to haye no^ idea of grinding 
or bruising their mat4rial|, by mjeans of any 
other machinery tham that which they pos- 
sess in the ^strength of their arms, aided by 
a concave and Qonvex stone to fit iti or by a 
wooden mprtar. On the surface of the con?- 
cave stone they put their n^aterial to be 
bruised^ such as pepper, salt, coffee, &c. 
and it is almost incredible to what^gi fine* 
ness they ;^>eedily reduce these substances; 
while their Indian-corn, rice, and such sub- 
stances, are bruised in the ^wooden mortar. 
After the com has been braised, and some- 
times the rice, they subject them to the 
friction of the two stones, with a little water, 
and thus they form the one or the other into 
a dough for making Inead. 

The better orders of the people conduct 
themselves at table with great^ regularity 
and propriety, as much so indeed as could 
be expected in any co^tiy where the ad- 
vantages of European civilization have not 
been experienced. Their plates at table 
are always placed before you bottom upper- 
most, to prevent the inseqt : vermin fiom 
dropping into them. ‘Thq, middle orders of 
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people, however, seldom have even one knife 
at ‘table, and *^htee-foprths of them have 
nothing bujt their fingers 'as substitutes for 
spoons^ knives, and forks. The lower orders, 
indeed, would a|>ply them to n# other pur- 
pose than as weapons of destruction to stab 
each other. 

From this ^oarsc mode of feeding among 
the great body of the people, and from the 
gross ^Inaterials upon which they subsist, 
stomachic complaints are very prevalent, 
which are greatly increased by habits natu- 
rally indolent and unclean. 

Smoking tobacco, especially in the form 
of segars, is almost universally practised; 
and almost all the women, who practise this 
more than the men, lose their front teeth; 
They have another disgusting habits which 
is, that of scratching themselves, as if at 
etemsd warfare with their bosom friends, 
which are here in greiat quantity. 

.The vermin, next to musquitoes and fiies^ 
which are most unpleasant and even trouble- 
some, are the cock-roaches and ants; You 
cannot set ja gl^s or cup out of your band, 
with any thing in it^ but tliese repulsive 



ORINOCO ANI> ARAUCA. 

animals get into it. Another very trouble- 
some domestic plague is called tfeie wood-slave, 
very much like the cdh^mon lizard ; and re- 
port goes, that should one of the^ fall on 
any part of your body, it wUl fix itself so 
hard, that it can be separated only by being 
cut to pieces, 'f here is still another pest, 
and that is the weavel^ which drops from the 
roof of your apartment while you*are in your 
hammock, and bites you most unmercifylly. 

The money in use here consists of dou- 
bloons, half-doubloons, four dollar pieces, 
dollars, and two, one, and half real pieces. In 
this country, with daily intercourse with the 
West India Islands, the money (except dou- 
bloons and perfect dollars) differs both in 
name and in value ; while farther up the 
Orinoco, as far as St. Fernando, the money 
which passes there will not pass here. This 
is very foolish, and often puts people to great 
inconvenience. A gentleman came down 
from Paez’s army with twenty dollars of. 
Pa^z’s money in his po<!k^t, but, in Angos- 
tura^ he could get no one to tajke thejp, till, 
at length one oP the merchants here gave 
him ten dollars for the whqle, of which he 
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was glad to accept. From the islands, there- 
fore, to South or from this to* the 

islands, no one ou^ft to bring any money, 
except perfect dollars and doubloons. 

Graming, especial Ij on Sunday, is carried 
on here to a great extent. This consists in 
billiards and in cards ; antf, while the outcry 
of every one is poverty, poverty, were you 
to walk into any of the huts, for instance of 
Sol^ad, you would find the tables loaded 
with silver and gold. I am not sufficiently 
versed in gambling to give a minute descrip- 
tion of their games ; but, so far as I could 
judge, they seemed very fairly conducted ; 
so, indeed, as to prevent the possibility of 
fraud. The people themselves seem to de- 
pend more on /uck than on art, and certainly 
wherever gaming i^ justifiable, .this is the 
most proper way of conducting it. 

The women dress their long lank black 
hair in two tresses, one on each side of the 


ffiead. Among the higher classes, they seem 
to dress it in one twi^t, which they fasten with 
• a comb to ihe upper and posterior part of 
th^r head, somewhat in the English fashion, 
v ^ lower and middling urders of the 
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people are eaten up with vermin ; and it 
forms a considerable y^rt of their day's erb- 
ployment to cleanse e^ich other ^om these 
noxious insects. Even in front of their houses 
you will meet with three or’ four (generally 
women and children) at this delicate employ- 
ment. A stranger is apt to express his dis- 
gust at this proceeding in the public street, 
in open day; but it only makes them stare 
with astonishment at his ridiculous coi^uct. 

In every country it is extremely difficult 
to set aside habits, which have been long 
adopted by natives. It is thus that the 
people here will not admit of many modern 
European improvements, even although they 
may easily be proved by demonstration to 
be superior to their own. In their mule- 
equipage the stirrups are most conspicuous. 
From the sides of the stirrups two pieces of 
iron converge downwards to a poiijt. Any 
one, at first sight, would pronounce this ap- 
pendage to be extremely^ clumsy and evert 
useless. The Americans, however, maintain 
its superiority to oursf becai^e they can* 
sometimes use it as a spur ; and sometimes, 
^n riding over marshy ground, the cleft in 
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the iron prevents the animal from sinking 
any deeper than fhe fp^t of the rider. Gam- 
bado’s no^ machine /admits similar defence. 

Their beasts of Jjurthen are generally 
mules, which are much surer footed among 
the rocks and mountains, tUan horses. When 
these animals are driven in flocks, they keep 
together; but when in smaller numbers, the 
halter of one is tied to the tail of the other, 
and <^5 on, and thus they proceed, leading 
each other. 

Excepting the trade which is carried on 
in mules, bullocks, and hides, with the West 
India Islands, there is little other commerce 
here, but what is done at the card-table. 
This almost total stagnation of commerce can 
be easily accounted for, by cultivation being 
wholly neglected, and the population, except 
the few connected with the army, being al- 
most completely exhausted. The native In- 
dians, indeed, carry on a sort of business, 
in the interior, in . making very bad cheese, 
rearing a few plantains, &c. which they 
'bring*to the Nearest" town pr village for sale. 

The law as practised here is strictly Spa- 
nish, which seenjs to me rather odd, now^ 
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that they have openly declared the dismissal 
of every thing Spani^lji frdm among therfi. 
A man may be arres«ed and thrown into 
prison, without knowing who are his ac- 
cusers, or upon what charge Be is committed. 
This, in my opinion, bears a very striking 
resemblance to the proceedings in an inqui- 
sitorial court. From this general outline of 
their legal code, it is not to be wondered at 
that no obstacle presents itself to the siSccess 
of any one in his appeal .to a court bf law, 
who is either supported by powerful friends, 
or is prepared by his pecuniary resources to 
satisfy the desires of an avaricious and ex- 
tortionate advocate, and to purchase the 
verdict of a corrupt judge. 

The Catholic religion prevails here uni- 
versally, and the sovereign power and su- 
preme authority of the Pope are scrupulously 
believed to their utmost extent. .To enter 
into a minute description of the ceremonies 
and superstitions which tjieir creed imposes 
upon them, would only be a recapitulation 
of subjects femilijir to every onj! ; blit I mus^ 
confess that I never could obtain a perfect 
, conception of the conduct, of the Padre to a 
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dying person, till I bad actually witnessed it. 
There is a foralbl pjrc^cession of the Padre 
and a few,. of his satellites towards the house 
in which the unfortunate person supposed to 
be dying lies. The ceremony generally takes 
place in the dead of the night ; and as they 
approach to the house, there are placed at 
intervals of considerable distance from six to 
ten or twelve lanterns, with lighted tapers ; 
soxa.^ persons carrying images of Christ on 
the croiss, some the Host, or other emblems 
of their religion. They thus move slowly 
and solemnly along, praying without ceasing 
for the departing soul of the dying man, and 
at the same time the awful effect of the 
scene is heightened by the occasional tolling 
of the bell. Upon entering the house, they 
formally take their •places in the chamber, 
and candles are held before the sick personas 
eyes ; he^ is then urged with various inter- 
rogatories as to his resignation or fear of 
death ; indeed, ^1 manner of stratagems 
seem to be devised sufficing absolutely to 
Trighten a n^pn out* of th(j few glimmering 
sp^^s of life which remain. It may well be 
l^&aed that bqt few survive this dreadful. 
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visitation, almost severe enough to drive a 
healthy man out of t||i^ wofld. 

I was sent for to’crctes the Orinpco, to see 
a woman in Soledad who was unwell. I went 
in the common passage-boat*, or as they call 
it Sutigo, which passes every two hours. 
This Bungo is a long narrow canoe, where 
every one must sit as steady aa if nailed to 
the seat, as the most trifling movement might 
upset the whole concern. N 

On landing, I proceeded to the House of 
the female, who shewed strong symptoms 
of the hour of confinement being at hand. 
When I entered the hut, she was surrounded 
with women of all ages and colours ; the 
apartment was entirely closed up, so as to 
prevent the possibility of a free circulation of 
air, and I immediately directed my attention 
to the improvement of the patient’s condi- 
tion in tiiese respects ; till this was effected, 
it was impossible she could feel that compo- 
sure which was necessary under such cir- 
cumstances. 

While attemplfing to* clear ^he room of 
such an assemblage of unnecessary attend- 
.ants, I found others gained admission, which 
occasioned me much difficulty and ttouHle. 
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Thus overpowered by numbers, so that I had 
scarcely room to move,j I found it necessary 
to exert all my profesfeiortal skill in assisting 
the poor woman who* was the object of anx- 
iety in all present. There was a very old 
woman seated just before <;he patient, who 
was a midwife for that part of the country, 
crossing herself with great fervency, and in- 
treating the immediate intervention of her 
favoi/rite saints on the important occasion ; 
and it Vas with difficulty that I could force 
her to desist from interfering in the opera- 
tion, according to her established custom. It 
was whimsical to observe with wffiat wonder 
and amazement she stared at me ; but it was 
surpassed by a sight rather novel for civiliza- 
tion, which on this occasion presented itself. 
One of her daughtcre, a smart-looking girl, 
not more than sixteen years of age, and 
several others about the same age, stood 
around us surveying the operation with the 
greatest possible <jpmposure. One of them, 
indeed, equally destitute of delicacy and 
\nodesty, g4ve hep assistance during the 
whole of the time. 

Of all the metljods of dying, that of l)eing. 
picked up by ax alfigator has ever appeared 
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to me as the one I should wish to avoid. 

While over at the village 9f Soledad, about 
this time, I rose, as ♦usual, about 5 o'clock ; 
and the morning being delightfdlly cool, I 
walked along the banks of ,€he river with a 
friend, a Mr. Thomas Self, from Devonshire. 

I proposed having a bAthe ; but he had been 
taking medicine and preferred resting on the 
shore till I had done. I bad bhen there but. 
a. short time when I observed a thin^ float- 
ing on the surface of the water, very like a 
rotten piece of timber, at'not more than three 
yards from me. This was nothing more nor 
less than the head of an immense alligator. 

I made a spring and effected my escape on 
shore, while the large ugly monster kept 
swimming about as if disappointed of his 
prey. 

About November, or rather December, the 
breeaes (which always blow from east to west) 
set in, and it blows pretty fresh fo/ about six 
months, when it becomes calm. It is during 
the calm season, that tl>e ihermometeris often 
from 22 to 94 or even 96 ; while during the 
breezes it is nevbr so high. Ri the siin, tlie 
heat is equally great ; but these breezes keep 
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it comfortably cool in the shade — about 84 
in, the day and ^bout 70 in the night. I 
always hung my hanm'iopk in the open air; 
and I have* felt it as cool at times as the har- 
vest nights in England. 

On my arrival at Angostura, I found two 

oi Col. ’s othcers,' who communicated to 

me much information, respecting the inso- 
• lent and tyrannical conduct of their comman- 
der to^various of his ofiicers. It seemed as 
if necessary to the existence of that Upstart 
to act toward some'one with the greatest pos- 
sible despotism. His first attempts were 
borne by them with groat patience ; but a 
repetition of such conduct disgusted even his 
greatest and best friends, and they combined 
together with a determined resolution to op-- 
pose him. He was politic, sneaking, and de- 
ceitful ; and, by the skilful exercise of these 
mental depravities, he had contrived to«diold 
his situation among them some weeks after 
every one had determined that he should 
either resign his j^tuation, or they would 
abandon him. /The first of these they effected, 
and turned hinf about his business; while the 
remains of the corps, both men and officers. 
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nominated the next officer in rank to super- 
sede him. Thus expiijed the assumed power 
of this pest to every* c^ne with whom he was 
connected ; and thus, pf course, this ill-ar- 
ranged and ill-conducted expedition got rid 
of one of those pommandors (more than one 
of whom existed) who could grace no cause 
under the canopy of heaven, and whose fall 
will in this, or in any other country, follow 
fast on his being known. \ 

Had any sort of attention been paid to the 
selection of proper men as Colonels of regi- 
ment, — had their moral reputation, or their 
professional honour and skill, been strictly 
examined, before their appointment, — had it 
even been considered, for a moment, that, 
during the late arduous struggle, in which 
Britain was involved with the common foe, 
few or none of these Colonels had ever seen 
service,*most certainly the cause^in which 
they embarked would have reaped much ad- 
vantage by their being rejected, — I had al- 
most said, by their being hunted into that 
obscurity and contcropb to whij^h alone they 
were justly entitled. Should the historian 
ever'condesccnd to give a detail of this Bri- 
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tish expedition, it will certainly appear to 
hwe had no parallel, apd nothing inefliicacious 
and base enough to compare it with in any 
country or among any people. 

I had at this time some conversation with 
a gentleman, who had just ^irrived here from 
Monagas’s army. The account he gave.of the 
knowledge of the Creoles was curious. They 
understood nothing beyond the sp6t on .which 
they ^^re placed, or, at most, the other parts 
of the ^country through which they have 
passed. They hate every thing that bears 
the name of ^ king ; but do not feel quite 
inclined to place the King of England on a 
similar footing with others of the same-title, 
l>ecaiise from England they have received 
clothing, which they imagine comes by the 
express command of, the king. They have 
no idea of the possibility of any thing either 
good or bad proceeding from any dbuntry, 
without its king’s’ consent ; and thus they 
mistake the speculative disposition of the 
British merchant, for an exertion of the king’s 
power., They^ay the.King of England sends 
us many things, clothing, armji, and ammu- 
nition, ^c. and therefore why does he not 
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send an array to take possession of our coun- 
try ? We would w'orl<^ and* fight for the Eng- 
lish, and be, in every Respect, their slaves. 

England, in their wpy of calculating, lays 
somewhere at a distance ; and London, they 
think an island ^ In short, they are so per- 
fectly ignorant of these matters, that they 
reckon the West India islands a part of Eng- 
land. They are very apt to ask whether you 
are an English royalist or an English pi^triot ; 
and, after labouring to lead their mind to a 
true knowledge of your relationship with 
them and their cause, you ^ are obliged to 
leave them as ignorant as you found them. 
They are gifted with the power of speech, 
and that is nearly all you can recognize in 
them as human. When asked why they 
do not prefer their ow;i language to that of 
Spain, they tell you that the Spanish lan- 
guage was spoken in South America long be- 
fore the country was taken by the Spaniards. 
Indeed, it were endless to quote instances -of 
tlieir ignorance. 

An Aide-de-camp is\ generally a high fol- 
low in Britain, and so is a Colonel ; but here, 
where I now write this, I observe the first 
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swimming in the river, washing his mule; 
while the other, a lit^^le farther on, is busy 
washing hip shirt : I clo not place this word 
in the plural number as he very likely has 
only one. 

The diseases most frequent here are an ob- 
stinate irregular intermittent fever and ague ; 
and bowel coniplaints with worms, from their 
great use of animal food. Glandular com- 
plaintp also about the neck are frequently of 
enormoiK size on various parts of the river. 

What the ultimate effects of freedom 
among the slaves here may be, it would be 
difficult even to conjecture ; but, so far as 
it has hitherto been demonstrated, such 
freedom has evidently been injurious, not 
only to themselves but to the peace and com- 
fort of others- In consequence of this libe- 
ration, such men as were able have gone 
into the mountains and river sides, have 
joined in parties with Sambos and other na- 
tives, and have become robbers and murder- 
ers; while those remaining in towns have 
become, extren^ely insolent, exorbitant, and 
lazy ; and such of the women as could do 
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SO, have become common and certainly most 
abandoned prostitutes* ’ 

A party of these « mountain-marauders, 
about the beginning o£ December went into 
a cottage where there were ’fourteen of a fa- 
mily, men and women. They put the ques- 
tion, what cause they espoused, and they 
were told Patriots. Will you live and die in 
•the cause of Patriotism was the question; 
which was promptly answered in the athrma- 
tive. “ Well then,” replied these monsters, 
“ die, you rebels and they then butchered 
all of them. The Commandant of the quarter 
obtained a knowledge of this instance of the 
butcheries perpetually committed in this 
country, and w ent in quest of the marauders. 
He met with them in the woods, engaged 
them, shot three out. of seven ; but two 
escaped, and two brothers were taken pri- 
soners. They were tried and sentenced to 
be shot. They were accordingly conducted 
from the prison or guard-house in the Plaza ; 
the eldest about 27, and the youngest not 
more than 19 or 20 years. , . 

This horrible procession moved slowly 
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along to the flag-staff on the top of the hill, 
whfere there were two seats fixed to the 
ground. Their eyes teing blinded they were 
seated, and twenty muskets were discharged 
at each of their hearts. They were suffered 
to remain in the same place* for two days, in 
order that the people might be intimidated, 
and avoid those causes which had brought 
them to their untimely end. 
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chap' VII •. 

EXPEDITION UP THE ORINOCO. 

Join the ExjK^dition by desire of General Bolivar ; — Proceed 
diercon; — Bullets forgot by the expeditionary army; — 
Message received by Bolivar; — Burning of a forest; — 
Mode of catching turtle ; — Bathing in company with alli- 
gators, carrabec fish, See ,; — Return to Palmar trf^take up 
troops ; — Night-scene of the Indians and their fices,‘as "seen 
from the ships ; — Arrival of General Monagas^s troops; — 
Dress, address, and character, of the General; — Descrip- 
tion of the Indian troops; — Physiognomy of the Indians; 
— Their surprise at seeing a ship; — Creole and Indian 
officers: — Mountains on the banks of the river infested 
with robbers; — Anecdote of a Creole CapUiin and Major; 
— Passage of the Bocas del Inferno; — Ruins of Las Pie- 
dras; — Ifs Commandant cruelly treated by robbers; — 
Dinner with General Urdanetta; — Indian wounded by a 
raya; — Destruction of San Fernando by Paez, changes the 
destination of the Expedition; — ^Rcsolves to proceed by 
the Cabullari ; — An anecdote of Colonel l^acdonald ; — 
Landing at Caycara and raggedness of the troops; — Ver- 
min which infested them ; — Some account of Caycara 
The launch drifts up a creel^ anj is afterwards in danger ; 
— Route again changed from the Cabyllari to the Arauca. 

On the 18 th December, Colonel in- 

timated to me, that an expedition was about 
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to proceed to San Fernando, and if I wished 
I niight go with it. At the same time, he 
stated that ^he Supreme Chief had expressed 
a wish to do all in his power to render my 
journey as comfortable as possible. I made a 
request of some medicines, # which were in- 
stantly granted, ■ and in addition to them, 
some money to purchase such other articles 
as I might require. 

Onihe 20th, myself and two other English, 
and aboBt 30 Creole officers, accordingly em- 
barked on board the Bombard, an old Spa- 
nish bomb, which the Patriots had captured 
when they got possession of Angostura. The 
rest of the expedition consisted of twenty- 
seven launches and flecheros, in one of which 
the Supreme Chief embarked, while General 
Urdanetta went in another. There w ere but 
few men besides those who were to work the 
vessels up jhe River. In the Bombard there 
were no guns; but, in each of the small 
craft, there was one and in some two, each 
from nine to eighteen 'pounders. 

• In the course of the day, we learned that 
we should take in troops, amounting to about 
1200, being General Monagas's cavalry and 
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iD&Jitryy aad also a few English commanded 
by Colonel Rooke. In the evening, we an- 
chored olF Palmar, a sinall village about four 
miles inland, on the nortih side of the Orinoco. 
Heire, we were taught to believe, diat the troops 
waited for us ; byt, after being detained se- 
veral hours, we found that they had pro- 
ceeded onward to the Bocas del Pao, which 

* 

enters the Orinoco a few leagues further up. 

When we had proceeded about half way, 
between Palmar and the Bocas deLPao, it 
was whispered among us that a most morti- 
fying discovery had just been ^ made, that we 
had left Angostura without bullets ! We, of 
course, came to anchor, close to a small 
island, on the south bank of the river, and 
dispatched a launch for these necessary im- 
plements in conducting, a warlike expedition. 

On the 2 1st, a launch came down the river, 
and a messenger on board of her delivered 
leti;ers to Bolivar. He was received, as is 
customary in this country, by a close em- 
brace, which, to a Brittfn,tloes not only seem 
odd, but disgusting. JFor myself, I declare 
1 should prefer any afectiomte male fnend 
oj'^inet rather giving me a blow in the face. 

K ^ ' 
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Aft^^r perusing the letters, the Supreme Chief, 
arid the hearer of them again hugged ; and, 
from this,, we, at some distance, weie led t» 
believe that he had brought good news from 
the army. Some such report was indus- 
triously circulated, throughout the Beet, 
about General Sedeno having gained some 
advantage ; but, like hundreds of other simi- 
lar reports, it soon sunk into nothing. 

Ooe thing I observed, that, after the above 
arriv'al, ‘great care was excercised to prevent 
any kind of canoe or boat from passing either 
up or down tjie river. To effect this the 
more securely, one of our launches was sta- 
tioned on the opposite side of the river from 
sunset till sunrise ; and orders were given 
to our watch, which I suppose were given 
to all, that if any ballooing or Bring was 
heard, in the night, on the opposite side, to 
give the alarm. 

This evening, after sunset, we were grati- 
fied by a most splendid spectacle — the burn- 
ing of an immense tVact of growing wood, 
pfobahly about three, miles from where we 
lay. The view we had of this, was, of course 
only one side of the flame, and how far it 
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extended in the other directions, 1 cannot 
even guess. What ,wa8 ' visible to us ^ I 
think extended, withoiit intermission, over a 
space of at least ten or,twelve miles. I can 
imagine nothing so near this tremendous 
sight as that of the whole of London in one 
universal blaze, while the spectator had 
a full view of it from Hampstead or High- 
gate hills. 

We had passed several immense banks 
of sand, left uncovered by the falling of 
the river, and on every hand, there were 
plenty of others becoming larger every 
day. In these we found thousands of tur- 
tle and turtle-eggs, of which we partook 
in great profusion. The turtles go ashore in 
the night, and deposit their eggs (sometimes 
amounting to 40 or 50,, or even more) about 
one or two feet deep in the sand, where they 
remain to undergo the process of hatching. 
To catch the turtles they go ashore and re- 
main all night, and when the animals have 
proceeded far enough IfohT fette water, their 
return must be interrupted, and an attempt 
made to catch the edge of their shell, and 
throw them on their back. Extreme care 

K a 
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fRUst, at this tittle, be ' ©Served to prevent a 
scratch or a bloV from their feet, or a bite^ 
which las^ is often extremely severe ; because, 
from the ccmfoitnatioii' and strength of their 
jaw, they often' wholly remove the part they 
seize. When, however, th€^ are thrown «m 
their back, they are deprived of all power of 
escape, and can be easily conveyed wherever 
one may wish. 

Hjire alligators are very plentiful, and 
many cf them very large ; and it has oftener 
than once amazed me that the natives, who 
are so fond of bathing, almost along-side of 
them, should so often escape their destructive 
jaws. This can only be accounted for in one 
way: the alligator does not like to make 
an attack, unless the individual be either 
standing or swimming quietly, and the na- 
tives, aware of this, keep splashing about 
in a most extraordinary manner. In swim*- 
ming too they often engage with each other, 
in a sort of aquatic fight, and thus tumbling 
about, in every* possible direction, they keep 
•the W;ater in perpetual agitation; while, in 
‘addition to that, they howl and bellow like a 
drove of bulls. I must- confess, that bathihg, 
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in company with alligators would never fail 
to destroy every pleasure I 'could reap from 
that necessary operalil^n, in every climate ; 
but more especially in, thisf- where the ex- 
treme heat of the sun absolutely blisters the 
skin, .unless it b|p protected from its rays. 
Fahrenheit’s thermometer, in the shade, ftt 
this time stood, at 12 o’clock noon, at 90, 
and, were it not that the nigl^ts are rather 
cooler here than at Angostura, I believe we 
should be unable to live with any degree of 
comfort. 

% 

Bathers are often annoyed by another kind 
of fish, called the carabee, which is not so 
easily kept at a distance as the alligator. 
This monster is not large ; but it has a mouth 
very capacious for its size. It fastens its 
teeth on tiny part of th§ body, which it often 
wholly removes, and generally leaves an ill- 
conditioned ulcer, which is very difficult to 
heal. 

To. think wrong is generally the prelude to 
acting, wrong. We w^re Itouynformed by a 
messenger that the troops were not, at the 
Bocas del Pao, but at Palmar; and, on the 
25th off we set “back again” to that place. 
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and arrived there in a few hours. It did not 
appear that much dependence rested on their 
ready embarkation, sfi all the vessels except 
one or two, wel% hid among the bushes on 
the banks of the river, to prevent the men 
having any knowledge of Qur number, and 
probably of their destination. 

Night canie, but no troops appeared, and 
most of our Indians, on board the fiecheroes, 
&c. j^ent on shore to cook supper. Their 
numerous fires, placed at a little distance 
from each other,^some for cooking, and others 
to scare tygers, or other beasts of prey, had 
a pretty effect, when viewed from the vessels 
at anchor in the river. The various cooking 
apparatus, with the groups of naked Indians, 
some squatting round the fires, others cook- 
ing, singing the wildest airs, &c. furnished 
matter for the pencil of a Salvator Rosa. 

On the 26th we learned that General Mo- 
nagas had arrived at the village of Palmar, 
with his troops. Instead, however of 1200, 
he could bring* drily* 400, and these were 
almost, all naked. They all, however, had 
English muskets and cartouch-boxes. They 
were solely infantry ; as his cavalry had all 
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deserted. We were at the same time told 

that a Colonel Rooke was ^t the Bocas del 

0 * 

Pao with 50 English^ and that Marino was 
also there with his guard of honour, consist- 
ing of from two to three hu/idred men. It 
is didicult even to conjecture how the above 
numbers may count, when we come up with 
them ; for I have been so very often deceived, 
since I have been in South America, by fa- 
bricated reports, that I have resolved to trust 
none till I actually have them proved b^ de- 
monstration. 

This afternoon, one hundred and twenty of 
Monagas’s men were put on board the Bom- 
bard, and the remainder were distributed 
among the small craft ; and, while preparing 
to get under weigh, and but a short distance 
from the shore, Monagas made his appear- 
ance on the beach. 

He was dressed in a blue jacket, white vest, 
and trowsers, a cap made of a leopard s skin, 
with one shoe entire (stockings were out of the 
question) and the othejr s'>*.§lmttered that he 
had been obliged to tie it ab^t his ankle to 
prevent its dropping ofr. j Now that he was 
about tx) be separated from his infantry, for 
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the purpose' of endeavouring to collect his 
run-away cavalry, he,seeraed very much af- 
fected. The vessels yvere about to sail, when 
he waved his hand arjd all Ivas q[uiet. Sol- 
diers," said he, •“ I am about to be separated 
from you, for the first tim^ since we assem- 
bled for our country's good ; let me ear- 
nestly beg of you to be strictly obedient to 
your superior officers, and firm in the hour 
of t^l. In one month you may depend on 
my joining you, to share in your toils, and in 
your glory," Again he waved his hand, and 
was about to depart, when a call issued from 
every throat of the 400 men for money to get 
tobacco ! He stopt ; and, after musing for a 
moment, as much as to say — Where am I to 
get it ? he put his hand in his pocket, and 
told them eight reals was the amount of all 
the money he possessed, which was at their 
disposal ; and he sent it. 

General Monagas is about thirty-five or 
thirty-six years of age, is stout, very well 
made, and SQ^offiir^ely active, that very 
/ew men in thisJcountry, can excel him in 
bunting or in thrc^wing the wild bull, ' His 
forehead is high 'ind broad, his eyes b}ark 
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and of a dull expression ; buli when he is 
animated, they become quick and piercing. 
He was originally majpr domo, oy manager 
of a farm, and latterly he possessed a farm 
of his own near Palmar. He is married, and 
very much attached -to the quietness of do- 
mestic life. He prefers being much aljpne; 
and he speaks very little in company, because 
he feels sensible how much his education has 
been neglected in early life, and he cljooses 
rather to be silent* than commit himsolf. This 
I conceive to be a strong mark of his good 
sense. He is a soldier merely from love of 
his country, and wishes for peace only that 
he may return to the cultivation of his farm, 
and to the enjoyment of those domestic com- 
forts, of which the revolutionary commo- 
tions of bis country have long deprived him. 
He is General of both infantry and cavalry ; 
and, in action, he is very animated. It is a 
regular practice with him in the field, should 
any of his men run, to cut them down with 
his own hand. -Yet, lie unfortunate 

in -battle, and has many aljout him who, from 
whatever motives I know/not, are readier to 
detmct than to praise him. 
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These squalid troops presented a very 
modey group. They wpre of every age, from 
ei^t year§ to fifty, qr'eyen more. Some 
were completely nak^; some had a hair 
rope hound round their body, to which was 
attached a piece of cloth, behind and before, 
whi^h passes between the thighs, called 
Yayuco or Guayuco i some had a jacket ; 
some, a kinii of short pantaloons, of very 
coar:^ linen ; some a cap ; some,- an old hat ; 
some, a hat made of sirtiw ; but none of 
them were completely clothed ; while all of 
them had a knife or dagger hid about some 
part of their body. They were all furnished 
with muskets. 

Almost all the foreheads of these men are 
narrow and flat at the temples ; yet, contrary 
to the doctrine of Gall and Spurzheim, they 
are the most cunning thieves alive ; and no one 
amQ>ng them will trust even his brother. The 
upper ami'back part of their headis extuemely 
clumsy ; the eyes are, in almo(^ ail* cU^iiiu9gt 
dark, and shacpr^htf cheek*boh^‘ar9<|pW- 
rally broad (on^ a|aazingly so) and hi|^t iaa 
great measure resdmbbng the Scqtl?^!|^'Put 
the general expression of the whole so 

varjous^ from the* mixture of the hundreds 
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of tnb^ among themselves, th .t tq describe 
it minutely, it would be 'necessary to give 
almost every sin^e-indjvidual. Ope circum- 
stance, appears almost .invariable : — ^the Eu- 
Spaniards, ,and their immediate de- 
scendants, differ /rom the Creoles and natives 
in being high in the forehead. 

Many of these men, and not a few of their 
officers, had never before been on board a 
ship and, of course, to such men every 4;hing 
seemed strange and even unaccountable. — 
The action of the helm, in regulating the 
vessel, attracted much of their attention, and 
one of their own officers endeavoured to ex- 
plain it to them. He said that, on horse- 
^back, tb® bridle pulled the horse toward the 
hand of the rider ; but, when the helm of 
a ship was pulled, the, vessel veered to the 
opposite- aide. They saw the fact and be- 
lieved it; but still they could not understand 
the principle. 

I sul^oin a sketch of one of these naked* 
natOB^rs, in Plate III. ’ 

ThierJtfia v^ little distiijction between the* 
Indian and Creole troom and their offi- 
cers, as they very ofteh associa'te together, 
game together, and cveil mess together. . I 
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have an Indi in for a servant, to whom I give 
thO remains of my coffee, (when coffee is to 
be had), and to this jje g'encrally adds some 
water, cold or hot as is most convenient, and 
divides it with a'captain or two, who eagerly 
swallow' it up, grounds and ^11 ! 

On the 1st of January 1819, we had ar- 
rived withii\ two days sail of Caycara, and 
had a full \’iew of some high ground on the 
left J^.ink of the river. Mountains similar to 
these are very frequently met with on the 
banks of the Orinoco, and are all* infested 
with robbers ^nd murderers, w ho, from the 
high ground, can see a great extent of the 
country, in every direction. They are thus 
able to compare their own strength with 
that of those on their passage up the river; 
and their successfuL attack always ends in 
the robbery and murder of every onC' opposed 
to them. 

e 

At this time two of the Creole officers, a 
icaptain and a major had picked up (stolen) a 
tooth -brush sat down to endeiivour to 
find out the use ol ife. On^ end of the brush 
was furnished wim hair, and ■ the other end 
with a sponge. With the hair they tried to 

* * 4 
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brush thek* whiakew.i do, 

then fixed their ingenWus attentJbn to the 
sponge end ; hnt with 4he use of this they 
were equally unacqudbt^'. At length a 
briiliant'thoaghttfentered pne of their heads, 
and he puUed a iUnt and steel from his pocket, 
thinking he could strike fire, a^ they do in 
lighting their segars ; but, after many unsuc- 
cessful attempts, he found that impofisible ! 
and^fOn seeing the laugh against him, he 
coolly remarked, that he knew it would not 
do, litttk was a mere experiment. 

Ota the 3rd we passed the Bocas del In- 
ferno.--! subjoin a sketch of that place in 
Plate IV ; where the vessel is dragged on- 
ward by the peojile on the top of the rocks, 
and, the arrows mark the passage, as well as 
iheipurrent of the whirlpools. 

During the dry part of the year,,, this chan- 
nel contains th# greater part of the stream of 
the Orinoco ; the other channel being dan- 
gerous to pass in consequence^CsCthe rocks, in 
the bed of the ri,ver, afe lc|w-water. At such 
tktae^^i^ rapidity of the jpurrent is not only 
^ dft¥idf)4 to |><5bold, but Highly dangerous to 
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the flecheros. They save much time, how- 
ever, by passing throifgh it, to get higher up 
the river.* It can passed only during a 
smart breeze, and that, too, often assisted by 
the men ascending the rocks, and hauling the 
vessel along. This rapid portion of the 
current is nearly a quarter of a mile in length, 
and froni one hundred and fifty to three 
hundred yards broad. 

About a mile farther up the river, we an- 
chored *at a town called Las Piedras, which 
had been almost wholly destroyed by the 
Royalists about three years before. This, 
like almost every town on the river, is situate 
immediately behind a place very difficult of 
navigation, owing to the immense masses of 
rocks scattered about the landing-place. I 
went on shore, and, after walking about three 
or four hundred yards, arrived at the spot on 
which the town once stood. I could not look 
without much concern, onieuch masses of 
waste and desolaticm. Not more than a 
dozen mud- ildCseiL or rather huts, remain of 
‘that Mhich, before its destruction, stood on 
more than a mile square of ground, and 
those which ha(^ once been the principal. 
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streets were completely overgrown with 
wild brush-wood, arid nftsses of runmng 
weeds, so that only a?, very narro^v foot-path 
remains, of streets which v^ere once about 
fifty feet wide. At the upper part of the 
town was that which was had once been a 
very fine Plaza, now quite overgrown with 
weeds, and at the corner of which stood a 
chapel of considerable size, now nearly level 
with the ground. • * 

The Commanilant of the town had been 
wounded by one of the tribes of robbers and 
murderers. We went to see ‘him and found 
the poor fellow in bed with both his legs 
completely shattered to pieces, by a shot or 
shots he had received about fifteen days be- 
fore ; amputation was proposed, as the only 
chance, he had of preserving his life ; but he 
would not on any account submit to it, 
and we reluctiuitly left him to ceVtain death. 
It is a common practice with these villains, 
to enter any of the towns or villages, and rob 
every one who has any thjng jf’«nd this un- 
fortunate Commandant; having been ‘rather 
troublesome to these banditti, they placed 
him in the stocks, and, while he lav there, 
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shot at his legs with a blunderbuss! Of how 
much pain and ii^alculable misery, would 
these monsters have »saved this poor fellow 
had they pointed their blunderbuss at his head 
instead of his limbs. 

We returned to the riven^ where we met 
General Urdanetta, who asked several of us 
to dine with^ him. His- launch was hauled 
close up to the shore, which we imagined was 
to be' our dining-place. The General, how- 
ever, took me by the arm, and we walked 
along till we came to a prominent, smooth 
rock, where the cloth was laitl for dinner. 
Here our repast was served up in very good 
style, and we partook of it, sitting round the 
cloth, not on scats but on the stone. Ge- 
neral Urdanetta is one of the few men in this 
country, who really deserv es independence, 
for, in the strictest sense of the word, he is a 
liberal and gentlemanly man. 

Next morning one of the Indians, while 
bathing, received a wound, on the foot, by a 
fish called or Raga. Such wounds 

‘produce excessive^pain, an4 are said, by the 
Indians, to impart by absorption, poisonous 
eliects to the body. The fellow (as is cusr 
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tomary with all the natives of’ this country 
when either slightly 'or sfeverely wounded) 
howled most dreadfully. What io worse, the 
more you seem to pityJ;hese people the more 
they howl. He was instantly surrounded by 
his countrymen, twho most fervently invoked 
each his favourite saint to send him relief, 
so that their chattering resembleji the noise of 
as many fowls in a poultry-yard. The saints, 
however, seemed not to be in good humour 
that day, as none of thejr solicitations were 
attended to. One fellow took his leathern 
charm-bag * from his breast, and held it fast 
over the wound, which he of course deemed 
a certain cure. The surgeon took the charm- 
bag and dashed it on the ground, which 
caused the whole tribe to join chorus with 
the wounded man in the most noisy and 
beastly howl I ever heard. The part was 
burned with caustic, and fifty drops of lau- 
danum given, by which means the pain 

• This bag has deposited in it, bjy the ;;\^iest who sells it, 
a piece of the umbilical chord of some exemplary character, 
the hair or toe-nails of some one of the virgins, &c. ; and this 
bag, which is a charm for every thing, is not unusually trans- 
, mitted from age to age, as long as it will hold, together. 
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ceased in less than half an hour. I think 
it v/as wrong to pay so little regard to the 
bag; and,v*I dare say;^ *had the man not re- 
covered so soon, these people might have 
been tempted to'give the surgeon a convinc- 
ing proof of this. t 

On the 4th we all got under weigh, but 
not before we learned that our search after 
the murderers was quite ineffectual. 

On- the 6th, a few miles below Caycara we 
came ter anchor, w.here we learned that Ge- 
neral Paez had judged it necessary to destroy 
St. Fernando. . Many were our conjectures 
respecting the reasons which must have in- 
fluenced him to adopt this step ; but all these 
ended as they arose, in mere conjecture, for 
no oflicial cause was communicated to us. St. 
Fernando, of course,* was now no longer the 
object of our exp(;dition, and not only that 
was aban^ohed, but also our passage up the 
ApurA. This rather looked as if the repub- 
lican possessions in these quarters were be- 
coming less pltwsjve. 

* Nest day it was aftinounced to us that we 
should proceed to join Paez by the Cabullari. 
The very name of this river made me sad and , 

4 ./ 4 * ' 



ORINOCO AND ARAUC A. « 147 

I 

sorrowful : it was in it that my worthy but 
unfortunate friend, Cdlonol Macdonald fell a 
sacrifice to the savage barbarity ’of one of 
those hordes of robbers and murderers, so 
frequently met with, both on the Orinoco and 
its neighbouring Streams. As a man, he was 
mild and gentlemanly ; as a soldier, bold, in- 
trepid, and resolute : he has left few to equal, 
and none to surpass him. It may be recollec- 
ted that he left the flechero, and went on’ shore 
for the night ; but, very ufiadvisedly,’dressed 
himself in his regimentals, which these mon- 
sters no sooner observed, than they marked 
him out as their prey. They did not, however, 
shew any disposition to attack him till next 
morning, after he had gone on board the fle- 
chero, and was fairly under weigh. The plan 
which had been organised during the night, 
they now begsin to put in execution. About 
fifty canoes at once started fromothe bush, 
filled with these murderers, armed woth bows 
and arrows ; and the master of the vessel ad- 
vised Macdonald not to^fire them, but 
either into the water, br in a contrary di- 
rection, which would convince them of his 
, peaceable disposition. T^e pistols were, 

L 2 / , 
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therefore, fir^d into the river, which these sa- 
vages no sooner* observed than, they all 
quickly paddled up toihe flechero, and, when 
they approached, discharged a flight of ar- 
rows, which wounded several people on board. 
Resistance seemed absolutely necessary, and, 
by the time the canoes had got al6ng-sidc 
the flechero,. Macdonald drew his sword, and 
desired all who could to follow his example. 
The hhvoc commenced, and Macdonald with 
one English officeV, (whose name I nev€*r 
learned) before they were overpowered, and 
absolutely cut to pieces, performed the most 
tremendous deeds. Although assailed on all 
sides with lances, bows, and arrows, cutlasses, 
and other missile weapons, Macdonald killed 
eight, while the other officer destroyed six. 
A little Indian boy, who saw them all over- 
powered, leaped into the water, and endea- 
voured to swim into a very narrow creek, 
close at hand, which he did while these mon- 
sters were busily eiy ployed, collecting the 
various articles in the flechero. This' 
was the only being* who escaped. He re- 
mained for some time in the creek, and, as 
if by the immediate interposition of Provin 
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dence, lie observed a small rainoe close at 
hand. Into this he ItJaped’, and by the same 
creek (for he was afrai,d to go into' the Cabul- 
lari) he got into the Orinoco. Here he ex- 
pected to meet some of the other flecheros, 
which he knew® were following the one in 
which Macdonald was murdered. He, how- 
ever, missed them, and after splFering great 
hardships, and being almost starved, he at 
length reached Caycara. When this bloody 
catastrophe was made kijown to Bolivar, he 
instantly dispatched various parties in search 
of the murderers ; but all w^iis in vain, for, 
in this country, especially on the banks of 
these rivers, the means of escape from jus- 
tice are very numerous, while those of detec- 
tion are extremely few. 

We proceeded to « Caycara, where the 
whole of our troops landed, on a sand- 
bank, or rather an island, djiposite that 
town ; and certainly a more ragged set 
of beings I never witnessed. The native 
officers and troops we^e' nviiph in their 
usual way, and nak*edness was nothing 
to them ; but the whole of the English 
party, for Colonel Rootp had now joined 
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US with aboiit thirty officers and men, ex- 
hibited a wardrobe dreadfully deteriorated. 
Scarcely c\)uld we minster one pair of shoes 
among us, and we ..were thus obliged to 
walk on the burning sand till our feet were 
literally blistered, and swollen to a prodi- 
gious size. Some of Rooke’s officers still 
preserved t^fo legs to their once gold-laced 
pantaloons ; while others were fully as ragged 
as Octavian in the play of the Mountaineers. 
When \ve assembljed together to cook our 
beef, every one, in tolerablj’^ gootl humour, 
cracked his joke on our ragged appearance. 

To add to our miserable condition from 
want of clothing, the repulsive vermin, which 
abound throughout the land, had increased 
so amazingly among us, as completely to 
overpower our spirits, and rob us of our 
cheerfulness. It may very naturally be asked, 
why did ye not get rid of them ? The an- 
swer is as plain as the question — it was im- 
possible. The whole surface of the country 
seems to bei^verrjin with them. We could 
hot walk, sit, or lie dowji, but we were 
covered with them ; and had these gentry 
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remained quiet, we should not* have attemp- 
ted to disturb them) but they bit without 
mercy. ' *. ' 

Caycara, which, bttt a few years since, 
was a town of considerable extent, has only 
four or five hou«3s or rather huts remaining, 
and two of these are wholly composed of 
dried bullock skins. The town was reduced 
to this state by the Patriots, when it was last 
in possession of the Spaniards. • * 

On the 9th we sailed in a launch ; and, in 
the forenoon, passed the very high hills 
we had seen further down the river. In the 
evening we parted from our neighbouring 
launches, and by the stupidity of our helms- 
man, drifted a considerable distance up a 
narrow creek and directly on a sand-bank, 
the bushes beyond wiiich are infested by 
hordes, who rob and murder every one 
they can overcome. It was now pitch dark, 
an(f our situation was far from being enviable, 
as these fellows had doubtless, during the 
day, been looking out fordaunC^^es which had 
parted, and consequently we every* instant 
expected to be assailed by them. 
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The same ignomnce which had brought us 
into this awkward pretficament seemed likely 
to keep us ''in it ; for dur skipper, possessing 
yJUr the stupidity of S®uth American Creoles 
(and that says a great deal) also possessed all 
their stubbornness (and that** likewise says a 
great deal), and therefore would not be ad- 
vised in any one point. We did not think it 
prudent to fire, in order to intimate our situ- 
ation tO our friends, lest we should give in- 
telligence to our iohi)ing neighbours, that we 
were there, and also that something was 
wrong; and therefore we (four Britons besides 
myself) prepared for the worst. We had ad- 
vised tlie skipper to throw out a rope on shore, 
and make his men warp us along ; this he re- 
fused, observing it could be of no use ; and 
continued to employ all his hands in pushing 
.the launch, sometimes to one side,’and sUrne** 
times to the other, but never forw'ard. 

We possessed a fowling-piece, a riHe, and 
three pair of pistols. ^ These we loaded, and 
determined toi^ppose every force w Inch might 
come against us. Our chamces, however^ 
depended more on^ their cowardice, than 
u^jither on our numbpij or our arms. A rust- 
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ling was Iniard in the bush, and we lired otF 
one of our pieces, as*near'as possible to the 
place. We kept a vfyy sharp look-out, but 
heard no more. Now the skipper became 
so alarmed that he condescended to b<?g of 
us to say what lae should do. We still per- 
sisted in the warping plan, at which we all 
leaped ashore and assisted ; and, after pass- 
ing about a mile, through the most cut- 
throat looking places I ever saw, we reached 
the main bed of the river, where we found 
another launch, and, with it, we kept com- 
pany. » 

By this time it was about one o’clock in 
the morning, and we went ashore anti roastetl 
some tassago, ate a hearty meal, with plenty 
of the Orinoco wine, i. e. water, and then 
retired to rest. In the morning we overtook 
our friends and proceeded on our journey. 

We had fretpiently run on shore*on sand- 
banks, to the no small danger of our being 
uj)set, and here the river is two miles wide, 
with a rapid current ; but trfiis ( 10th) we 
thought it all over with Us. Our launch was 
heavily loaded, and tin; skipper run directly 

,on a very prominent bu/]^ of mud, which 

* ■) 
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kept the vessel hanging on its precipice, and 
we feared every niinutfe that it would be un- 
der water. * We had t^’O empty demijorums, 
each of which would contain about four gal- 
lons. One of these I seized, and the other 
was laid hold of by one of our countrymen ; 
and should our launch upset we determined 
to stand by these till we might providentially 
be drifted to some part of the coast. From 
this perilous state, however, we were relieved 
by the afrival of two of our launches, and we, 
once more, started on our way. 

When we came up with our companions, 
we found our method of getting to Paez was 
again altered, from the Cabullari to a nar- 
row river called the Arauca, by which we 
were to proceed to Caugral. At the mouth 
of this river we anchored ; and how that w(^ 
were about to leave the Orinoco, we com- 
puted ornttfistance, from the Grand Bocas to 
be about ‘1400 miles. 
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CHAP. ViII. 

EXPEDITION UP THE ARAUCA. 


Clotliing sujiplied, and danger of the native troops running oft’ 
on such occasions; — A tiger killed; — Immense Clumber ol' 
alligators, ccntiped('s, &'c. ; — Scene of the Indians and their 
niglit-fires ; — Tormented by new kind of musquitoes, and 
the author’s plan to avoid them; — Arrival at Caugral ; — 
News of the arrival of a British forec and Bolivar’s depar- 
ture to receive them ; — Creole dislionesty and its supposed 
cause; — Its exercise on the present occasion ; — State of the 
troops .who had not been clothed ; — Ludicrous scene on 
the first distribution of the clothing from England ; — Cre- 
ole ignorance, conceit, selfishness, and laziness ; — Their 
manner of eating; — Manufacture of tassago ; — Some ac- 
count of the Sainuro vulture ; — Paez enjoined by Bolivar 
to shun an engagement till reiiiforcemenU arrive; — Infor- 
mation of the Spaniards, its cause and theiy advance. 


I N the course of the day, clothing was libe- 
rally supplied for all halids, a^d our troops 
soon assumed a* very fine appearance. ^ About 
six hundred naked troops was stationed a few 
miles oir, who were alf^i^lothcd, and they rc- 
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mmned with us during the night. It is evi- 
dent that the Supreme C|;iief was much afraid 
of desertion, among our new-clothed troops ; 
and on such, or any other Occasion, Bolivar 
never trusts a guard of his own countrymen, 
but selects the English. It* was so on the 
present occasion ; and although many at- 
tempted, none got away. 

A little before sunset I walked with my 
fowling-piece, near the borders of the bush, 
with an intention of shooting some of the 
birds which are here not only plentiful but 
beautiful, hnd without end as to their variety. 
Indeed from either the mineral, vegetable, or 
animal kingdoms of South America, a most 
splendid museum might be formed. Placed 
as I now was, however, that task was beyond 
my power ; for had I' collected specimens 
of each, I sho^ild have been obliged to leave 
them in thd desert. Six or twelve months, 
previous to leaving this country, may be very 
advantageously ^employed in such a task. 

Walking aJbng ^ observed a tiger, of a 
small size, and, without reflecting that my 
piece was loaded with small shot only, I 
fired at ]|;im. The !^t evidehtly took effect. 
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for he growled and ca|)ered >abo&t, 
wnaming enough for me to be off 
possible. He pursued- me to the very 'opfer- 
moi^ skirts of tl^ biish, near which pl^e a 
considerable number of our men lay on the 
with fires ’in ©very direction to cook 
t|ieir victuals. I arrived where ourmtos was 
stationed, and reported what had happened ; 
and one of our friends and myself took some 
l»li cartridj^es, and proceeded after the tiger. 
He' soon niade his Appearance, or at least one 
of the same kind did s|0 (for they are very nu- 
merbus), and my friend fired'arid killed him. 
By tbk time, however, darkness was fast ap- 
pr<toohing, and neither of us judged it pni- 
dim to follow our prey, and, by the following 
morning at day-break, all was bustle in pre- 
paring to sail up the river. 

At this place the quantity qf alligators 
exceeds belief. Where I sat, in oi\r launch, 
I could count upwards of forty, each nearly 
twenty or twenty-five feet long J and smaller 
ones without number, air lying bn the sand 
bank. ' , ! 

We here changed our lyunch for a smaller 
• to suit the depth of the ^Arauca, anc^ I now 
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got into a mo^)t miserable one, with four other 
English officers ; but we^ were obliged to pjjt 
up with itj as the shallow water and sand- 
banks are very frequent and require a small 
boat. Centipedes were here crawling about 
in great plenty, so that we* were obliged to 
look very sharp. We were also visited very 
plentifully by musquitoes of a very large size. 

We always collected our vessels and re- 
mained together for the night; and on this 
occasion our boat did not arrive till about tin; 
last of the squadron, when the scene which 
presented itself to us was quite enchanting. 
Under the trees there wereatleast thirty large 
fires, partly for cooking and partly to keep 
off insects and wild beasts, and these fires, 
gleaming through the foliage, rendered more 
brilliant by the darbness of the night, pro- 
duced a singularly wild effect. 

Here we found a new kind of musquito, 
at least it was new to many of us, which was 
hot scared either by our fires or tobacco 
smoke. Till thek 19th we were assailed 
T:)y tlwse tormentors, not* only during the 
night but the whole of the day ; and, for 
the last five nighti^Vione of us ever attempted , 
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to sleep. We watched each other even 
during the day, and with all our attention, 
these vermin contiriueA to bite us till we were 
in one universal blister.’ 


On the 19th, fatigued for want of rest, 
when we came to anchor for the night, we 
were still more dreadfully annoyed by the 
musquitoes, and I resolved to try a new plan. 


These insects do not rise high in the air, but 
are generated and remain near the wet banks 


of the river. I found a- tree in the neigh- 


bourhood, which I examined, and found. 


M'hat is uncommon in this country, no ver- 
min, such as ants, &c. I ascended nearly 
to its top, with a cord, this I attached 
firmly to the branches, and then fixed it 
round me, so that I could not fall, but sit 


with safety, although hot with much com- 
fort. It w as, however, with me here as with 
many in various situations in life I could 
estimate the nature and extent of my plea- 
sures, and my difficulties, merely by compa- 
rison : and, certainly, although tine being tied 
to the top of a tvee as a sleeping plate was 
not very agreeable, it was far preferable to 
, being among swarms of 4 umgry muscjuitoes, • 
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where I had previously lodgtn:!. I enjoyed 
several hours sleep and, awoke considerably 
refreshed. 

On the 20th, we "reached the village of 
Caugral, which is situate on the south bank 
of the Arauca, and about \,wo leagues from 
St. Juan de Pierre, which is on the opposite 
side. Caugral is about 3(X) miles up this 
river. 

Next morning an express-boat arrived from 
Angostura with an account of a reinforce- 
ment of 4500 Englis'h troops at the mouth of 
the Orinoco. ‘The Supreme Chief himself, 
so deeply interested in every thing which is 
likely to bring this sanguinary struggle to a 
conclusion, on receipt of this information, 
actually burst into tears. 

The Chief, with General Urdanetta, in- 
stantly set off. for Angostura to receive them, 
and left the command of the cavalry to Paez, 
and that of the infantry to Ansoategui. He 
left us all in tolerably high spirits, and as- 
sured us thift ther^ was bread enough in the 
store to last till his return.* His departure, 
as on all former occasions, was the signal for 
the copimencemea^of confusion and depre- , 
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(lation, by those in whom he 'placed trust. 
Wherever he is, some sort of order is present. 
Surrounded, howe<>^er,‘^by such super-eminent 
j)erfidy, every ope striving who shall surpass 
his neighbour in the most stiameless and out- 
rageous injustice, he finds it convenient to look 
after every things from the distribution of 
the most trifling article, to the regulation of 
the highest duties of the state. 

These habits of dishonesty, with various 
other bad qualiti^, which the South Atnericaii 
Creoles so amply possess, may be rationally 
accounted for. It was ever the policy of the 
Spanish Government, to keep them in the 
greatest possible dependance, and suffer them 
to be galled with the chains of the most un- 
principled oppression, by the very worst and 
most despotic tyrants whom they could send 
from Europe. Such a disgraceful system put 
it bey<wid their power to obtain jmy thing 
but bad tfeatment, except by stratagems or 
dishonest means. Thus, insuperable barriers 
were consiHintly placed in their way, to pre- 
vent the cultivation of the higher qualities of 
the mind ; while the necessary exercise of such 
bad habits rendered thf/n neither honour- 

M 
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nor ijUaHv way ornamental membfif.s 
of society. * ' 

I do not mean that iftvery individual of this 
country comes under the ab«jve denomina- 
dipn ; for among them^ are men of highly 
jpultivated minds^ and of su/;h principles that 
they would spurn at a dishonourable action ; 
and it is sole^ly by the exertions of such men 
that the present revolution has been cajrried 
on with the success which it has hitherto ex- 
perienced . The habits of the middling orders 
of the people, are, in general, the most ob- 
jectionable, nay, often even disgusting ; and 
these are not unfrequently placed in situa- 
tions of trust. It was thus that on the second 
day after the Supreme Chief s departure, in- 
stead of having plenty, we were told Uiat the 
bread was exhausted,. and nothing was, served 
out but tasteless carnCy without salt or any 
Jkind of ^vegetable matter ; and there was 
nothing to drink but water, which was ex- 
tremely bitten 

, The appearance of every one w^o had not 
•been qlptlied, and of those wihose clothing had 
been worn off, , wee now truly shocking. 
Colonels without \|ibocs or stockings, and 
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seamiel}! a rag on their back, Were withdttt 
number. In short, I firmly believe, ^ch 
scenes of misery neVer Appeared in any other 
country, or among any other people. Yet a 
great proportion of the subjects of such sufi- 
fering do not regard it with such feelings 
because they have never known any thing 
l>etter. . 

The first arrival of the clothing from 
England, produced some odd arnusi^ment 
enough It came to Angostura; ahd thl 
first experiment, in clothing the troops, was 
made on the opposite bank, of the river, at 
Soledad. Never did infant survey with mOi« 
astonishment and satisfaction, the traip- 
pings of its doll, than did these individuiils 
contemplate the mighty alteration about to 
be 'made in their persons. The clothing, 
tor a limited number, being served out, th^ 
did not know how to use them.* j^dme'put 
their legs "in the arms of their coat^ and 
brought the skirts up, and buttoned them 
round fheir loins. Others* tied the atms*of 
their cmt round "their loins; while the* skirts* 
were allowed >to hang before like an apron. 
Others again tied the legfeof the pantaloons. 

M 2 
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in the .sume manner, allmving the upper part 
of them to bang beforfe like the skirts of the 
coat. Simple as dressing one's self in a pair 
wide pantaloons and jacket is, it was 
amazing how much trouble it caused to teach 
these stupid fellows how to put them on. 
It was also attempted to make them wear 
shoes ; but tljis was soon abandoned, as they 
could not |ralk a step in tliem. In short, 
a more corrupt, stupid, mean, beggarly, and 
dishonest set of beiijgs, chained in ignorance, 
and swayed by superstition and the most 
gloomy bigotry, never existed in human 
shape.' 

Corruption and extreme ignorance are 
indeed, such prevalent features in|the Ve- 
n^udian character, that they know nothing 
of their own, nor of any thing oonnected 
with any other country. I ‘have been 
asked, fcnt instance, how we could do with- 
Put mules in i^gland, when any circum- 
sitanoe occurred to prevent a supply being 
sent from ^oUth America. They suppose 
thi*t ncthing good exists in -any other coun- 
ti^iHexCep^^ South America, and that every 
other country is served from that source. An 
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b0ke0 in the army ashed mej (for they are 
continually asking questiohs) if we had any 
women in S^nglandi' "‘f No,no* ’ replied I, 
ironically* we plant ^^he people there as we 
do potajtoes or cabbages!'^ He seemed to 
feel that he had col^mitted an error, and he 
corrected himself by saying, that he^meant 
any women except those who went froni 
Soutli America! On every o^er. subject, 
similar mistakes are peipetually, committed. 
These people am ^alsq veiy .selhsh* arf Imbi-- 
tual gamesters, and are lazy beyond any set 
of men l ever saw.^ 

» . > , 

They all seem to take a particular delight 
in assnming a squeaking tone of, voice, and 
they ev^q laugh at fomigners,<.vKho cannot 
imitate them' A fellow at^ckcd me one 
day on the, hi^ impqrtanoe and beauty qj[ 
this , squqqkii^g quaUty . qf yqice, in anging, 
and^that too^in a tope of Iqgh. e&ultatipn;. : 1 
remarked tq hintj that in: soipe parts of h^n- 
rope, it was^yery^ comm?of tq : moot with 
smgers with. this pecqj^ity.qf voice, which ■ 
is of too edenunate achnrac^r to ^npd ^eU- 
in a man '"^kny pqopJf ^ 

circles, neverthidessy e|;periqncq qotc*:-* 
tainment frommon possessing such voices,^ — 
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He turned on :his heel. 1 heard no more of 
him. 

To witness an eatin^-4bene among certain 
classes of these|^1w.rlwians, is disgusting in 
the highest degree. Should they have any 
variety of articles, they do not take the 
trouble to cook them separately, buj: beat 
them all up into one mess, which they inva- 
riably eat \^ith their fingers. These messes 
are usually composed of rice, or barley, or 
plantains, or ca^mvo, or some other farina- 
ceous matters when they have them, boiled 
with tasago (pronounced Tasso). 

' Tasago is made as follows : when the peo- 
ple kill a bullock, they cut off the muscles 
from their attachments, which in the eyes of 
an European seems a most disgusting process. 
When these parts hajre all been separated, 
they are rolled in (when they have it, 
and what not they must wholly live on firesh 
be«^), upi'hang them up m the sun to dry. 
When, these parts have thus become as hard 
* as a rope,* they constitute the national food of 
South America end also of iijpme nf the West 
bjthaf^inribi especially Trinidad. It is asto- 
nkhing vwhat use may do first I could 
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f)ot kM»k on this stuff': since that I have lived 
on it for months. * ’ 

The refuse^ after this tasago-rhaking pro- 
cess, is ravenouvsly de^joured by a bird called 
the Sanmro. The Samuro is peculiar to 
South America^, but is sometimes found in 
the neighbouring islands, such as Trinidad. 
It is of the vulture breed, abopt the size of 
a rook, is black, except the points of the few 
last feathers of each wing, whifch are white 
underneath, and it has a black leathern head 
and neck. It is a most useful bird, because 
it destroys every description of putrefying 
matter, which otherwise would inevitably 
produce disease. Wherever bullocks are 
slaughtered, or any sort of animals die, there 
are always thousands of Samuros hovering 
about, and the quantity of animal flesh they 
can consume is truly astonishing. A friend 
of mine who is a sogdr-planter" iq Trinidad, 
about seven miles from Port of Spain, told 
me that his estates are seldom visited by theSe , 
animals, and when he se^s any of them, he 
instantly concludes that some of cattle 
must be dead or dying. On such occasions, 
he rides round, to ascertain the state of af- 
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fuid is jievet decedv^d in his. conjee* 
turcs — he is sure to find a bullock, a mule, or 
a horse either dead or dying ; and no sooner 
is the animal dragged ^out into the field, than 
the air becomes eSmost black by these sooty 
visitom. , 

It is said, that there always accompanies a 
dock of the Samuros a king and queen, but 
I have never been fortunate enough to see 
either ^rf them. Those who have seen them 
say that "the sovereigns- are white; the king 
having a red bunch of feathers on the top of 
his head, and the queen a bunch of "yellow 
feathers ! When the whole tribe approach a 
dead carcase, in a space of time inconceiv- 
ably short, the whole, except the bones, is 
entirely devoured. « 

Paez is stationed in ,the neighbourhood of 
St. Juan de Pierre, with his division of horse 
and infantry ,*amountihg to about 3000 men. 
On the Chief s departure, he made Paez a 
General of Division, and commanded that 
he should not 'en^ge the enemy, or even 
shew hi§ force, if he could possibly avoid it, 
till his return with the reinforcement 
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The Spaniards have always ejarlier and bet- 
ter information than we have, because they 
do what we cannot — they pay foi it, and, of 
course, they were soon^^in possession of infor- 
mation respecting the reinforcement. It was 
reasonable to expect, that they would bear 
down upon us with all dis{>atch before our 
supplies could arrive, and, on the 23 d, we 
learned that they had reached within thre.e 
leagues of St. Juan de Pierre, which was im- 
mediately abandoned, and the troops and 
inhabitants came over to this village. 
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CHAP. IX. 

t 

MILITARY AND OTHER OPERATIONS : 


Station and state of the expeditionary troops ; — Scene of cook- 
ing, &c. in an Indian liut ; — A Spanish Spy has his head tfiit 
off ; — Mode of performing this operation ; — Mode of swim^ 
ming mules, &c. ; — Utter confusion among tlie troops ; — 
Indian Colonel and his troops ; — Jiggers ; — Camp-scene in 
the wilderness at night : — Bad provisions ; — Sleep and ex- 
traordinary mode of awaking from it ; — Reflections Ut- 
terly degraded cliaractcr of the Creoles, and mode in which 
they must be treated ; — Again, of their ignorance, conceit, 
selflshnesstmd laziness their cunning deceit, pantomimical 
religion, and hysterical sensibility ; — ^Thcir filthiness ; — Ar- 
rival of Morilloat San Fernando, and instant flight of Co- 
lonel Figararo; — Being sent to Old Guyana; — Retreat 
talked of; — Venezuelan retail dealers, and an anecdote of 
them ; — AJight between Indiaim with knives. 

Colonel Piggot’s riflemen (formerly 
Camj)beirs, \(’hil8 the former aclc^d as his 
major) wefe stationed in ^ large savannah, 
hehind this village, while Paez kept the St. ' 
Juan's side of the Araiica to watch the 
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enemj. Colonel Piggot has certainly been 
unceasing in his exertions ; and has not only 
deserved, but received the thanks bf the Su- 
preme Chief for having brought his corps to 
such a superior state of discipline. 

On the 25th,, skirmishing with the ad- 
vanced posts commenced, and we heard the 
firing ; but we had not yet learned the 
strength of the Spaniards, nor had we heard 
any thing material from Paez. He«e we 
were ready, at a moment’s notice, to obey 
the chances of war. Had Paez succeeded 
in repelling the enemy, we should have re- 
mained where we were, and in a month we 
might expect to have an engagement, which 
would probably decide the cause either for 
the Patrioits or Spaniards ; for now the coun- 
try was so depopulated, that such an engage- 
ment would go close to the extermination of 
one or the other party. 

I became now a good deal accustomed 
to the habits of the Indians, and to the 
wretched and miserable state ’of their lousy 
straw hovels ; bi|t I could imagine the sur- 
prize of one newly iniported hither from 
London, surveying the one in which I now 
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sat. There were three of us now of a mess ; 
and we had just assembled, every one to take 
his share of trouble in cooking our beef ; — 
one kindling the fire before the door ; another 
washing the flesh, for it is almost always 
served to us all over sand ; while a third is 
erecting a sort of temporary table to eat our 
breakfast upon. We were , all dressed as 
common soldiers, and our knapsacks fornied 
our cbairs. The Indians were collecting 
round us, to see us eat, (a custom they are 
very fond of,) and this I as one should 
most willingly allow, but these wretches, 
like the Creoles, cannot sit together without 
lousing each other. 

Thus we have a scene presented to us every 
day, at eating time, of at least froiji eight to 
sixteen or more, searching each others heads 
for vermin ; and it is of no use to speak to 
them for they think us brutes, for objecting to 
such an ancient custom. All this will appear 
to a London citizen bad enough, and more 
than sufficiently disgusting. Indeed so ac- 
customed are they to this soyt of amusement 
that two or more Indians or Creoles cannot 
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sit tbgfether, at any hour of tho^ day, without 
biisily engaging in this employment. 

On the 26th, three of the enemy were sur- 
prised on the other side of the river ; two 
killed and one taken prisoner. The prisoner 
stated, that the Spaniards had six thousand 
men; and they understood we had one 
thousand only. 

The same day one man came over, who 
said he had deserted from the Spaniards, and 
wished to serve in the Patriot army. He 
seemed a shrewd fellow, with a cunning black- 
guard expression about his eye, which ren- 
dered him an object of suspicion. He. put a 
number of questions to those about him, re- 
specting our strength, discipline, stores, &c. 
&c. which induced us to believe that he 
had been sent over as a> spy. . Next morning 
put this matter beyond a doubt; for, this 
fellow being watched was detected^ attempt- 
ing to re-cross the river; when he was seized. 
On such or similar occasions^ there is but 
little ceremony observed.* The fellow was 
at once marched away to have his head taken' 
oft’ 
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This is a process at which many of the 
Sotith Americans are extremely expert. The 
prisoner stands up— spmetimes they indulge 
him by allowing him to kneel, when anon 
comes a fellow with a sword, and probably 
with a segar in his mouth, who plants a 
sweeping cut on the back part of the neck, 
and this always kills, and not unfrequently 
entirely separates the head from -the body at 
one blow. 

The principal part of this day was occti- 
pied in swimming mules, horses, and oxen 
across the Aranca, with the intention to pre- 
vent them falling into the handsof the enemy. 
I do believe the number brought across must 
have exceeded 30,000. To tho.se unaccus- 
tomed to such sights, the crossing of horses^ 
troops, &c. from one <to the other side of the 
river, is curious. The men mount the ani- 
mals, and generally carry their saddle on 
their head. After the horse is driven into 
the river beyond his depth, the man slips off 
behind, seizes the "horse’s tail, and partly by 
swimming with one hand, and partly by the 
assistance of the horse, he gets to the oppo- 
site side. 
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Every thing was now bustJe, and I am 
sj3rry to say, in utter confusion. Orders 
were given and contradicted, and given again, 
with a rapidity portentous of no good. All 
hands were employed in making ramparts of 
mud and branches of trees, close by the 
shore, and in digging trenches ; for “ the 
cry is still they come.’’ Whatever arms, 
ammunition, &c. were not in immediate use, 
were put on board the launches, to be sent 
down the river if nece.ssary. 

A Colonel of sqme mounted Indians, had 
been galloping about with his naked troops, 
for two or three days ; and I had regularly 
observed, that the said Colonel had been 
most regularly drunk from morning till night. 
The Colonel himself w as clothed in an Eng- 
lish private infantry’s coat and cap, and a 
pair of coarse linen pantaloons, now docked 
about half a foot aliove the knee ;» while his 
legs and feet were whcdly uncovered. 

His troops were of a very dark, dirty brown 
colour, with thick, black, lank h^r, and car- 
ried lances about’ 14 feet in length, and these 
are the only instruments, either of attack or 
defence, which they use. They were painted. 
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on various parts of the body and face, every 
one according to his own taste, generally 
with stripes or figures of Various kinds, and 
of a very deep brilliant crimson colour. 

They almost always have pins stuck 
through their lips ; and not unfrequently 
through their nose ; while their ears are 
pulled down with large heavy ear-rings. 

I advanced to one of these fellows, who 
was pointed most profusely, and touched one 
part of^the crimson paint, which was easily 
rubbetl off. The fellow imagined my fece 
painted also ; and he rubbed his finger over 
my che6k, arid looked as if he expected to 
find his finger coloured. Finding it un- 
stained, however, he advanced again, and I 
allowed him to rub still harder ; but not 
being able to effect his purpose, he muttered 
something in his own language, to his painted 
brethren, wfien they all set up a sort of howl, 
which had nothing human in any note of it. 

The Colonel seemed to have few, if any, 
words of command. He arranged his troops 
in various ways, by certatn signals which , 
they all seemed to understand. At nther 
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times he leaped into his saddle,. and galloped 
oft' like the wind ; when, in an instant, tjiej 
were all after hiiji.* tThe principal use of 
these troops is to take ‘up deserters and mur- 
derers in the woods, at which they are very 
expert. 

The musquitoes were not nearly so trouble- 
some here as lower down the river ; but sand- 
flies, ticks of a very large size,’ ants, centi- 
pedes, and various other most offensive in- 
sects, were troublesome beyond the power of 
description. 

Among these 1 must not omit mentioning 
they'igjgar. These same jiggafs play the very 
devil: they are almost invisible, and exist 
in millions in these banks of sand, which 
form such a great part of this country, near 
the Orinoco and its branches, especially 
where the manure of cattle has been depo- 
sited. They penetrate the skin, generally, 
but not always, about the feet ; and the first 
symptom is a most intolerable itching, which 
abates when a small pustide appears, with a 
black speck in its centre. The dnly chance 
of relief is hv dissecting this pustule out of 
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the part, without breaking it. The pustule 
is a small bag, containing a great number of 
young jiggars ; and, should the bag be broken 
in cutting it out, the ^'^ung ones fix on some 
of the neighbouring parts, and thus, by form- 
ing new bags of their own, at length cause 
most extensive and foul ulcers. On the jiggar- 
bag being extracted, either whole or broken, 
the natives fill the cavity with the ashes of 
smoked tobacco ; and I have found that any 
kind of vitriolic or caustic substance an- 
swers every good purpose. 

This evening I felt but little inclination to 
sleep ; and, after swinging my hammock, as 
usual, under the trees, 1 sat down outside of 
my hovel. In this position of affairs I was 
insensibly led into a train of reflection. My 
hut was near the side of the river, close 
by the trenches and ramparts ; and every 
breeze that, sounded in hollow murmurs 
among th'fese temporary battlements gave a 
certain indescribable solemnity to the scene. 
The wild howl o^‘ the Indian song, which 
broke on '\Sie silence of the night, from 
upwards of twenty different grpupes, all as- 
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sembled roupd their fires, the lowing of 
thousands of bullocks, the neighing of. as 
many horses, the brayiDg of mules;* the clash- 
ing of arms, and" th§ watch-word passing 
along the various parties of Soldiers, on their 
stations, gave to, the natural gloominess of 
the scene, something more calculated to 
depress and produce sadness, than to cheer 
the mind. 

Every succeeding day, we must expeot this 
to be the scene of the most merciless ‘slaugh- 
ter ; it being, on both sides, a war of com- 
plete extermination. Thus circumstanced, we 
were starved in the midst of plenty — I say 
starved in the midst of plenty — for our allow- 
ance was nothing but fresh beef of a very in- 
ferior quality, without bread or vegetables of 
any kind, and without s^lt or any kind of con- 
diment, while the water*(our only liquid, ex- 
cept poisonous aqua-ardente which we could 
not afford to purchase) was thick and of a 
shocking taste. 

No one, unless subjected^to it, can imagine 
any thing more disgusting than the cori,tinued 
use of bad fresh beef, without salt or bread. 
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Harassed by reflections on the above cir- 
cumstances, and by the^jornparison of my pre- 
sent situatfon, with that tof many of my coun- 
trymen in other pafts of the world where no 
such distresses assail, I dropped asleep. The 
imagination thus unfettetejl by judgment, 

I dreamed that the last fifteen years of my 
chequered existence, with all the occurrences 
during that time, had been entirely removed. 
In conformity, however, with the ridiculously 
miraculous occurrences so often predominant 
in dreams, I thought that the South Ameri- 
can expethtion alone remained unobliterated ; 
for it stood full forward, and held a conspi- 
cuous position, amid the general wreck. In 
other w'ortls, I dreamed that I had returned 
from that field of slaughter — that I li^d 
where I did in 1803 and 1804 — that I had 
received, on my retmin, the congratulations of 
my friends-^-had escaped from scenes of 
butchery, to those of tranquillity and comfort, 
w hich I then and still believed my native land 
alone capable df bestowing — that I had 
once more renewed, and hailed with tran- 
sport the return of those moments of tliril- 
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ling pleasure, which once filled my heart 
with the most exqui'site Emotions. When 
every obstacle was* fhus removed to future 
years of all that could render life desirable — 
wrapped in wonder and amazement, how all 
ftiis had been so unaccountably and even un- 
expectedly brought about— I was awoke by 
something which struck me on .the face, by 
which I fell to the ground. 

When I applied my hand to my face, bTound 
the blood flowing in cortsiderable quantity ; 
and 1 discovered that I was not where I was 
in 1803 and 4, but in the wilds of America 
inl819. I thus soon experienqpd the unsub- 
stantialncss of any thing but my misery ; 
and, after procuring a light, from one of the 
neighbouring hordes of Indians, 1 found that 
the blow I had received, was of no material 
consequence, being inflicted by one of the 
large bats, so common in this courifry. Al- 
though, on the present occasion, I had much 
reason to repine, in having the cup of enjoy- 
ment thus dashed from my lip, it was useless 
to cherish reflections, which might do«harm, 
but cotdd not possibly do good. I there- 
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fore, washed the blood from my face, and 
went to my hariimock, with many sincere 
hopes tha*t I might renew those, or some- 
thing like those, illesory phantoms, which 
had lately afforded me such exquisite trans- 
port. • 

Trifling as this affair will appear in the 
eyes of many, it had a wonderful effect on 
me. I felt quite restless and unable to com- 
pose myself to sleep, for several hours. Dur- 
ing these dark, dreary, and lingering hours, 
my thoughts and reflections were turned to 
times long pqst, and to those far-distant 
friends, who^ perhaps, at that moment, were 
anxious in their conjectures respecting my 
real situation. Every thought seemed to 
add a sting to the grievance. I was led to 
draw a comparison between those peaceful 
hours of my early life, and the scenes of tur- 
bulence and disquiet, in which I had been 
and still was involved ; and the result of 
'these sad niminations was decidedly in fa- 
vour of the times, which had been too often 
wasted and not enjoyed ; while that futurity 
I had so often and so anxiously contemplated, 
us the source from which all I wished should 
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spring, had arrived, loa,ded with anxieties, 
and troubles, and even wants of almost eyery 
description. . • • * 

The mind thus harassed and exhausted, 
by such a contention of feelings, it would 
have required the possession of more philo- 
sophy than I could boast, to reflect on 
my situation, without the most afflicting 
emotions. It was impossible not to feel 
myself a forlorn being, in a foreign, ^.track- 
less desert, from which it was extremely 
probable I should never return, and where, in 
the lingering hour of sickness, there were so 
very few, if any, on whom I could calculate 
for the common offices of humanity, or for 
a single sigh of compassion. 

•The coldness of the night roused me, and 
1 felt it necessary to wrap a blanket round 
my shoulders, and walk myself into some de- 
gree of warmth. By the bye, I* would advise 
those, who may travel in Venezu^a, at least 
so far into this extremity of it, to provide 
against these cold night's. ’ Although the 
days, from ten jn the morning tiit four in the 
afternoon, were intolerably hot (sometimes 
or 97 of Fahrenheit’s scale) yetfrom ten or 
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eleven at night till four or five in the morning, 
it v^as as cold as an English October. I had 
two old blankets, and with these I fell to 
work and made a sort of shirt, with long 
sleeves, and a hood of the same attached to 
the neck, which I found of very great benefit. 

I had but little sleep before break of day, 
when I was roused by fellow (a Creole cap- 
tain I believe) who wished me to sell him a 
real-worth of rum. When such requests were 
made to me at my first entrance into the 
country, I usually’gbt into a mighty passion, 
and sent the applicants off with half a dozen 
hearty curses; but of late 1 had learned 
much, and, among other pieces of informa- 
tion, 1 had been taught to take these things 
easy. I found that their own officers were in 
the' habit of selling rum, cheese, &c. and, of 
course, they had some reason to think the 
English did the same. 

The Creoles, being all excessively ignorant 
and intolerably conceited^ will take no ad- 
vice ; because* the very act of offering it 
shews a sufferiority in the adyiser, which they 
cannot endure. Yet none of the low'er, and 
very few of the higher, orders of the people. 
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know their age. They are, indeed, so little 
superior in intellect to their four-footed bre- 
thren, the mules, thdt they are fit for nothing 
but beasts of burden *or slayes. Give them 
what you will, and they expect more. All 
ranks of them ask for any thing without the 
slightest hesitation ; and, when they have 
asked all they can, they will then steal to 
any extent; and that, too', in a way so dex- 
trous as to entitle them to the character of 
proficients ! But, keep them in subjection — 
oppose every thing they do or say — hold 
them at defiance and in the most perfect 
contempt,- — then with an affected obse- 
quiousness and sneaking servility, they will 
fawn and crouch about you like a spaniel*; 
but in these moments keep your eye on their 
dagger! ' . 

To exist among any class of individuals, 

) 

* ** Tender-handed touch a nettle, 

And it stings you for your pains ; 

Grasp it like a man of mettle, 

And it soft as silk remains. 

’Tis the same ji^itli all these creatures, * 

Use them kindly they rebel ; 

But be rough as nutmeg-graters, 

And the rogues obey you well.’* 
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in any part of the world, an attempt must be 
made to conduct 5'our ‘measures, as they con- 
duct theirs. To cherish The generous feelings 
of the heart — tp cullhate honour, honesty, 
friendship, libej^ality, and science, among 
such people, is not only wa?te of time, but is 
almost to a certainty calculated to ensure the 
displeasure and even, rancour of those with 
whom you must necessarily associate. The 
quali6cations which can alone lead to success 
are those of a directly opposite nature, and 
especially the perpetual exercise of every kind 
of cunning and deceit. Morality is banished 
from among a very great proportion of these 
people ; and,’ as to religion, while it is through- 
out a mere pantomimical farce, the priests 
are, with few exceptions, prompters and 
stage-managers. Their professions consist ol’ 
nothing more or less than a fantastical, 
methodisjicSJ, canting exhibition, in which 
neither practical virtue, nor practical mora- 
lity, are suffered to exist ; but in which the 
most laughable bfgotry is combined with an 
affected, hysterical, and trul}’ mechanical sen- 
sibility, which, with more than a mother’s 
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care, they nurse in the deepe'st recesses of 
their unprincipled hearts.’ 

Their general ’h&bits, as already hinted, 
are filthy in the extreme. Smoking to- 
bacco, from sunrise till sunset, is the constant 
habit of man, \woman and child, while they 
spit, any where and every where, without 
any kind of attentioa even tp that degree 
of cleanliness which may be often found 
among the brute creation. In reghjrd to 
their periods of eating, a great proportion of 
them have no regular times, but eat when- 
ever they are hungry, which ,is every hour or 
two ; and, in their drinking, they exhibit 
habits equally disgusting. 

On the 1st of February, we received intel- 
ligence that Morillo had arrived et San Fer- 
nando, and joined his army. Of course 
something must be done without delay. 
Colonel Figararo, one of the Patriot Colonels, 
was stationed on the bank of the Apur6, 
with three hundred dragoons, to watch the 
movements of the enemy, and to do all he 
could to prevent their crossing that yiver. In 
two days after, forty of the enemy crossed. 
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and after them fifty tnore, without opposi- 
tionr; which Figararo was no sooner made ac- 
quainted with than he ordered his troops to 
make a precipitate retreat toward Caugral. 
On his arrival there he was instantly divested 
of his command, and sent to Old Guyana. 

This sending to Old Guyana, or to Mar- 
garitta,- is neither more nor less than sending 
a man to be murdered. Indeed, should a 
man SCTt to either of these places ever arrive 
there, it Is rather uncommon, as the sentence 
itself is one of execution, which generally takes 
place on the way, and, ten to one, if he is not 
thrown or pushed overboard, and drowned in 
the river. But Figararo is rich, and will 
probably escape this time, as he did once 
before whe»i he acted the coward. 

Owing to the above movement of th<' 
enemy, we were all in bustle and confusion, 
and nothipg'but retreat was talked of. I 
applied at the shop for a piece of cheese, and a 
little rum (aqua-ardente), lest we'should have 
difficulty in procuring such articles on our 
retreat.. The retail dealers here have not the 
most distant idea of selling any article but 
in very small (juantities, such as a small wine- 
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glass of aqua-ardcnte, for whiclvthey charge a 
quarter dollar, or about two ounces of* the 
very worst cheese I ever saw, for w-hich they 
charge a real. ^ ^ , 

It is remarkable that these men are inca- 
pable of the meatal effort required in cal- 
culation, a very palpable proof of which I 
shall here detail : — A person pu/chased some 
cheese which amounted to about sixty dollars ; 
and this purchase was made of three dilferent 
people, all of whom had an equal shal*e — that 
is the sixty dollars were to be divided into 
three equal parts. Every one of these three 
persons calculated how this division was to 
be made ; but no two of them could calculate 
alike : there generally was a difference of ten 
or fifteen dollars ; and to offer adi^ce was out 
of the question, for il> would not be taken. 
At length these ingenious gentlemen effected 
a division, with which they all seamed satis- 
fied ; but still there were twenty dollars left, 
w'hich they were wholly at a loss how to in- 
corporate with the other three portions. 
Having completely failed, they, by .general 
consent^ agreed to throw for the twenty dol- 
lars with dice ; and this wa^ accordingly done*. 
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This ama2ing sterility of intellect, often 
gives the wholesafe dealer a decided advan- 
tage over fiis customer! ;• while the retail 
dealers as often get ^tlie advantage in their 
turn. A mistake of this nature happened 
on the occasion stated above.» The purchaser 
condescended (strange to tell) to ask a friend 
of mine if the money Mas all right ; when it 
was found that the three wholesale men had 
taken ten dollars less than they had bar- 
gained for, which my friend advised him to 
return; but he snatched up the money, 
mounted his n^ule and rode olf, highly de- 
lighted at the success of this act of disho- 
nesty ! The South Americans are ingenious 
in nothing but thieving. 

Should these retail merchants be asked for 
a quart bottle of rum, or a pound or two of 
cheese, they will shrug their shoulders, and 
recommend you to the protection of some 
one of their saints or evangelists, because 
they would set you down as rtad ! In serv- 
ing any one with any quantity, beyond the 
smallest, they must (as usual*) have their own 
way — they must deal the articles out in real 
pieces ; otherwise they could not fail of com- 
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mitting blunders. It is altogethef useless, 
and mere waste of time, to reason with th^m, 
or to attempt to prp’ e that different weights 
or vessels may be constructed, which would 
at once lesson labour, and gi^ the purchaser 
the article in one piece, rather than in fifty or 
more. Convince them you cannot : you 
may, with equal chance of success, endeavpur 
to reason the fury of the hurricane into 
calmness. I therefore found it necessary to 
comply, and take the articles as they choose 
to give them. 

In passing on to my hut, I had an opportu- 
nity of seeing, for the first time, a fight be- 
tween two of the natives, with knives. They 
were both dressed in a habit, very commonly 
worn in this country, viz. a blanl^et, with a 
hole cut in its centre,^ througli which they 
put their head, while the blanket covers their 
arras, and hangs over the upper part of their 
body. In these conflicts, they * brandish 
their knives, and run at each other like mad 
bulls; and, on the present* occasion, I could 
observe, that the, object of both 'v^as to stab 
his opponent, about the under part of the 
belly ; which, if effected, the knife is so held 
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that they cap cut the wound upward, so as 
to allow the whole intestines to tumble out. 
For a long time these- two monstrous barba- 
riani; cut and thrust at each other, with the 
greatest possiblte fury; and the wounds they 
received in their hands, in grasping their op- 
ponent’s knife, and in their arms, :actualiy 
cdyered a great part of their dress with blood. 
Neither of them were killed ; b|»t they both 
beca.i?}e so much exhausted as scarcely to be 
ablej to stand upright. They were, at length, 
separated ; as I understood, to renew the 
fight when they had sufficiently recovered. 
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iCHAP. X. 


RETREAT OF PAEZ TO CaVgrAL. 


Description of Paez's Dragoons ; — Paez*s Guard ^^Renn^rks 
on dressing in red in Guyana*; — Appearance of the Spa- 
niards and their firing; — Consequent bustle, confusion, And 
plundering among the troops; — Quarrels between the Bri- 
tish and Creoles ; — The Passes by which the Spaniards 
could cross; — The activity of Pacz; — The author and an- 
other Englishman look for a residence in the bush ; — Its 
great inconvenience, &c.; — Its injury to health Anzoa- 
tcgui the commander of the infantry prCpariJs to retreat, but 
assures the British officers tjiat he w^ill not. 


The retreat, from the opposite bank of the 
Arauca had now commenced; and I had 
an opportunity of minujtely inspecting the 
dragoons as they rode up to, cross over 
to Caugral. * 

Their horses were of a small size, and the 
greater proportion of the ^ dragoons .were as 

o 
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naked as at the moment they were born. Some 
of these cs^rried a carbine ; and others had 
a carbine and a lance jmeasuring from twelve 
to fourteen feet in length. Some of them, 
howev'er, wore a blanket with a hole in the 
centre, and a pair of loose coarse linen pan- 
taloons, or rather breeches, for they reached 
to the knee'ojily, while their legs and feet 
were quite uncovered. These blanketeers, 
too, generally wore an old straw hat, or 
a cap made of the ‘Skin of some indigenous 
animal, because they were commissioned 
officers. 

When Paez’s guard of honour, however, 
appeared, matters assumed a different aspect. 
This guard consists of full three hundred 
men, picked from the Avhole army, and 
mounted on the best horses the country can 
afford. They have every appearance of Eng- 
lish troops*; and are always, like their brave 
lejider, panting with anxiety for the contest. 
They wear the same kind of cap used by the 
English dragoons, a red jacket, turned up 
with yellow, blue cuffs and cape, and blue 
pantaloons with yellow seams. They fight 
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wholly with the lance ; anti the^te three hun - 
tired men are fully equal, in the fidd, to one 
thousand of any othdr troops of the Patriot 
army. 

This dressing in red, however, is most cer- 
tainly improper io a country situate as this 
at present is ; because the wild bullocks no 
sooner fix their eyes on any thing of that 
colour, than off they set, full speed, to gore 
him who wears it. I do not recollect leaving 
heard of, nor have I witnessed, any f^ital ac- 
cidents, from this cause ; but I have frequently 
seen very bad wounds inflicted by these ani- 
mals, the cause of which could be attributed 
to nothing but the animal’s aversion to the 
red colour. A man on horseback wishing to 
lead one of these ferocious animais,»from one 
place to another, requires only to carry a red 
blanket or a jacket in his hand, and thus he 
often leads the bull to slaughter, wi^iout the 
use of the lasso, over a space of several miles ; 
should the animal overtake, and put the 
man or his horse in danger of being gored, 
he has only to tlfrow the red cloak over the 
bull’s head, and he instantly stands still; This 

o 2 
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method, too,°of urresting the progress of the 
liuhock, often adopted, wheii they are go- 
ing to kill him. 

On the 3d, the Spaniards made their ap- 
pearance opposite Caugral, all dressed in 
white. ‘They immediately Commenced firing 
their musqiietry, which they always do on 
first sight of- their opponents, even although 
a mile or two distant ; like Bob Acres, they 
proba'nly think there is merit in bringing 
flown at a long shot. Veiy few of our men 
were killed. 

A general order was now issued for every 
one to retire, except the soldiers on actual 
duty; this was immediately followed by that 
bustle and confusion, which always com- 
mences on the -dismissal of regularity and 
order. The soldiery, and I am sorry to say 
many of the British, took advantage of the 
confusioK, which they had been active in 
promoting, and carried off aqua-ardente and 
other articles, vuith which several of tiicm 
rendered « themselves not only unfit for 
duty,' but incapable of acting in any way 
which might entitle them to the character 
of men. 
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The most guilty are seldom without' soihe 
sort of apology for ^their concluct, however 
atrocious, dr some sort of explanation, \t'hich 
may assist in removing that stigma of guilt of 
which they themselveS feel/secretly ashamed. 
When accused of the above dishonourable 
and dishonest p!‘oceedings, by those who had 
lost their property, they retorted by accusing 
the Creoles of public peculation, in regard to 
biscuits, rice, &c. which was solely intended 
for the use of the army, but which they had 
taken and sold for their* own private emolu- 
ment and priv^ate use. I believe that both 
the crimination and recrimination had their 
origin in truth. 

The English further -accused the Creoles of 
falsehood and deception, in holding out pro- 
mises to them, which they had neither incli- 
nation nor power to'fullil; and in enticing 
them into a country of poverty, wretchedness, 
and every kind of misery whieh certainly 
has no parallel in the history of nations. The 
retort by the Creoles consisted chiefly in one 
point, which, as is very often tiie case with 
these |)eople, exhibited a considerable propor- 
tion of the most contemptible ignorance. 
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They told the English that no deception had 
been practised on thenjj for they had been 
promised nothing ; but* had bdlSn purchased 
for the mules and bullocks sent from South 
America to Britain, to come out and fight for 
the liberation of Venezuela! and that in 
England they knew all the people were starv- 
ing, being without regular supplies of bul- 
locks, &c. from this country ! ! ! 

There were three points, at either of which 
it was possible for the Spaniards to cross the 
Arauca ; one at Caugral, one about a league 
below, and another about a league above 
that place. At' Caugral we were fortified, 
having six great guns for the defence of the 
place, and we did not think they would at- 
tempt to cross there, in the very face Of our 
great guns ; of course, the passes below and 
above occupied the principal part of our at- 
tention. 

Of these p0.sses Paez had the entire com- 
mand ; and the extraordinary activity of that 
little man was .^ImOst super-human. The 
Spaniards kRcw several of the. Patriot Gene- 
rals their backy but, thoy say, that Paez 
they always know fiy his fact . Almost per- 
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petually on liorseback, with peither shoes 
nor 8tockingi?^with, irideetf, nothing to cover 
him but coarse linen*pantalpons, and a jacket 
of the same (and all j^at from choice), he, 
seemed every where present.* Roused by that, 
ardent spirit and,matchless intrepidity which 
becomes more daring and desperate in pro- 
portion to the danger^ that surround him, 
he was incessantly galloping from division tp 
division, animating, his men and plRcefs. 
His conduct has not only gamed, ‘but will 
probably continue to hold, the undivided 
respect, admiration, and undaunted assist- 
ance of every one under his command, from 
’ the highest to the lowest ?h his division. 

In common with those whose services were 
not immediately required, one English officer 
and myself kept together and prepared to 
proceed about two miles into the biish, to 
look for a residence. We determined to stay 
near the body of the hrmy, and see how mat- 
ters would turn i although*^^ a ^eat proper^ 
tion prefei^ gdiog several leaghea down the 
river. Now> however, the firing of liieenemy 
was much more frequent, and so near that 
the shots reached the branches of the trees 
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.<pi which we t*ung our hammocks : we there- 
fouef left tha placei* W‘e<di4 n^t Wturn their 
hire:; ; msd:> cdaseqiiently Sver^ one fproceeded 
into the bush except* those in Caugral on 
imihediaj^ dutj. ' 

We then took up our temporary residence, 
near General Ansoategui as possible, in 
order that wp might #wateh his movements; 
and, for this purpose, we selected and cleared 
a parfcr of the bush near that in which he 
lived. By this alterati(m< of our position we 
immediately experienced the unfortunate pri- 
vation of wholesome water, an article of all 
others most neces^iy to our comforTt. We 
were removed to too great a distance from 
the river to receive our supplies from it, and 
we were compelled to procure for our use the 
water which we foundrih a stagnant pool, in 
par <,hnm^iate vicinity, whence our horses, 
a|ii| bhllocksAlilo supplied themselves, 
jond iWihere they resortirii^ar a defence from 
the heat of the whither: as, howeverj every 
one suffeied this misfondne in commom 
with ©tfrs^ves, we ; were forced to submit 
to it. 
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This last change for the wor$e, in addition 
to the fresh, |ean, ancl tasteless beef, without 
saltrpr bi^ad, had a sudden and great effect 
on our health. Men in the midst of plenty, 
surrounded by no wants but such as their 
ambition and their other restless passions 
create, may smile at or even stigmatize our 
habits of eating and drinking, s^s the coarsest 
and most vulgar of our tastes ; but place 
siich men where 1 now sit, 1 am mueli mis- 
taken, in my judgment of the human mind, 
if they would not very soon learn to consider 
that from the indulgence of §uch vulgar pro- 
pensities, much comfort and much pleasure 
may flow. My digestion soon became so de- 
ranged, that the day passed without yielding 
any kind of pleasure, and the night in a sort 
of disturbed sleep which yielded no refresh- 
ment, but was often filled with dreams of 
the utmost horror. To these ^were soon 
added bowel-complaints and great general 
debility. . ^ 

I observed the general’s servants now bu- 
sily ' employed ’ in arranging and i loading 
mules with his baggage, which gave me rea- 
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son to believe that he was in possession of 
some sort of knowledge'^ which rendered such 
proceedings necessary. ' Certain article of 
some value entrjjsted» to me, with the 
mains of my wearing apparel, were what I 
possjessed ; and although I frequently ap- 
plied to the general for a servant, he con- 
trived to prevent my getting one, in common 
with all other foreigners ; though on such ap- 
plication, no Creole whatever, had any kind 
of difficulty in obtaining as many as he 
wished. 

I next applied to know what steps I should 
pursue, or how I should move the articles I 
had, should the Spaniards succeed in crossing 
the river ; and the answer was that there was 
plenty of time. ‘ Next day I again applied 
even after almost every one had »Tioved from 
the place where I was ; when I was told that 
the general, had said that neither he nor any 
one else should move from that spot, but 
rather die than quij: it. • My reply was, that 
I could die with as light a heart as any of 
them ; and my only reason for being rather 
urgent about the mules and servants was, 
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lest I sbould be left without the means of 
removal, when every one else was supplied 
with that, by which he might protect himself 
and property. 
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• CH'AP. XI. 

UNPARALLELED, DISASTROUS, AND FRIGHTFUL, 
RETREAT TO THE MOUTH OF THE ARAUCA: 

Tlio Arauca crossed by the Spaniards ; — Mules refused by 
Anaoategui, and others purchased ; — The enemy’s fire 
a})proaching, and miserable condition of the mules whicli 
fall in the rear ; — Immense savannahs burning byPaez’s or- 
ders; — Distressed by the heat which issued from them, and 
blackened by tj>e clouds of soot; — Numerous aged. and 
helpless beings escaping with the retreating army ; — The 
mules completely exhausted and others refused ; — Drops 
behind from the darkness of tlie night, ignorance of the 
way, falling of luggage, &c.; — A dreadful night of light- 
ning, thi^der, burning savannahs, howling of animals ; — 
Route obstructed by plains of bamboos, brushwood, &c; — 
Overtaken by other fugitives; — Readies the army aslecj) 
in a* wet savannah ; — Roused, ordered to proceed, and 
cattle stolen*; — Covered with galipatas from sleeping among 
wet grass ; — Hands hard and swollen, and nails separating 
from fingers ; — Finds other mules, and rides ofl' galipatas 
and all; — Passes ai\ immense savannah ; — Party of Indians 

^ going to hunt ; — Desert of burning sand ; — Millions of 
sand-flic^ there ; — Experiences tli^^Jliorrid sensation of ex- 
treme thirst; — Drinks from a pond, water thick with mud 
and vermin; — Renovated by a small quantity of coarse 
ardent spirit; — Numerous parties of fugitives winding 
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along tlic mountains ; — Mules lay downj*and will proceed 
no further ; — Others procured, of*vhich some also give in, 
and some luggage thrown • away ; — Ill-treatment of the 
British in the distribution ofjbeef; — Tormented by vermin, 
exhausted, eqjaciated, and affected ^tdth disease of the feet 
and legs; — Throwing the wild bfill in these plains; — 
Catching, and stupid and cruel mode of breaking the wild 
horse; — ^Thousands of animals driven before the army; — 
Dress and mode of riding of the drivers, &c. ; — Cattle now 
regularly stolen ; — 111 treatment of the British ; — The want 
of all vegetable food being extremely distressing, a running 
plant used on which the monkeys fed ; — Even that not to 
be found ; — Arrival at the mouth of the Arauca, 5nd some 
tobacco procured. 


The following morning, at day-break, a mes- 
senger arrived at our bush, and told us we 
must instantly set off, as the enemy had 
crossed the river in the night, and were bear- 
ing down upon us with all speedy* our whole 
troops had left Caugral and the neighbour- 
hood, and were at that moment on the retreat. 
It \vas reported, he said, that* t^ere were 
8000 men and four field-pieces. 

Our situation was now far from being en- 
viable, and I instantly set off to search for ftie 
general, to rechive orders from hii» that I 
might be furnished with servants and mules. 

, He got into a mjghty passion, and after 
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swearing three or four times, told me it 
was too late. I said I was assured by him 
two days before, that there was “ plenty of 
time;” that ye§terday he and ^11 of tbiem 
would “ die before they quitted the spot;” 
and this morning I was “ toe late” in applying. 
I do not exactly know how I* looked on ex- 
periencing this unmerited and galling injury ; 
but I suspect it was neither a look of entire 
satisfaction nor of unbounded respect for the 
worthy general. 

He sent one of his Aide-de-camps after me, 
to say if I shotjld apply at a place, which he 
named, where government mules were kept, 
I should receive two. Off I posted, and did 
as«I was directed. I consequently got two 
mules ; but they seemed, what they proved to 
be afterwards, quite useless. I had them, 
however, conveyed to our bush, where I found 
my friend, in great consternation for my ab- 
sence, more especially as the enemy was fast 
approaching, and every one except ourselves, 
moved onward. 

We ^ow went to work to!load our mules ; 
but we found they would not do, and we 
were obliged to abandon every such attempt. 
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and have recourse to some plaA by which 
we might procure mules^or horses, of any sort 
of animal fit for use. * ^^here being no pay or 
emolument of any kind* allowed us, my sole 
resource was to procure animals for the very 
little money I had, end, that being exhausted, 
to dispose of my clothing to purchase more. 
I had obtained two pacle-saddles^ and I soon 
procured two mules and two horses, misera- 
bly lean, but the whole cost me only ontf dol- 
lar ! Never having before attempted to pack 
such articles, we both were much at a loss 
how to accomplish it; and, after we had 
done our best, it was but a clumsy business. 

We were now very near the enemy’s fire, 
and I believe had we been detained another 
half hour, we could scarcely have failed of 
being taken prisoners. 0ur troops had now 
got more than a league bfiibre us, aifd we set 
off to overtake them. The miserable condi- 
tion of our animals prevented the possibility 
of quickness in our movements ; and thus we 
passed slowly along, more like the me|ancholy 
solemnity of a funeral procession than <i re- 
treat from a blood-thirsty enemy. 

• Pac 2 had ordered the imnjense savannahs 
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to be all biljiied as we passed them, to pre- 
vent the enemy obtaining forage for their 
horses ; and as we wei*e considerably in the 
rear,' the excessive heat which issued from 
these places, was extremely distressing. Nor 
was this all ; for the soot, \/hich was driven in 
clouds, from the burned grass and shrubbery, 
rendered us all ovefj, filthy, and as black as 
African negroes. 

From the immense herds of cattle, of all 
descriptions, which were driven onward, for 
the use of the army, I had some hopes that 
I might find »a ready exchange for the bad 
cattle. But, no : — on enquiry, I was told 
that these animals were all private property, 
and belonged (which was a lie) to this or the 
other cdlonel or general, and could not Iw 
had on any account*. * 

The Objects which now began to obtrude 
themselcves on our sight, who were endea- 
vouring to make their escape with the army, 
presented a most humiliating spectacle. Old 
women ^and men, bent dowm by age, want, 
and former years of galling oppression, — wo- 
men, with perhaps two children in their arms, 

— and children, from tw'o to four or five, all 
< • * 
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in tears, following their wret<jiied parents, 
were every where to be seen. Many of these 

miserable creatures,* I am sure, could not 

• 

continue such exercise, in .such a country, 
and exposed to wants and hardships of every 
description, for ei^en a few hojirs. I should 
think it extremely pfobable, that they could 
not escape being overtaken and murdered 
by the Spaniards ; or if they did, the ap- 
proach of night would most certainly 'leave 
many of them dead among the grassr. 

We stopped for half an hour about sunset, 
and again about eight in the evening, to 
allow our cattle some grass ; but no one 
could inform us if we should remain for the 
night, and, of course, we could not unload 
our cattle, although by this time 4;hey were 
nearly exhausted. 

In less than an hour, the General’s order 
arrived for us to continue our retreat, when 1 
again applied for fresh horses or mules, with 
a servant or two to assist me, ^t no notice 
was taken of my request. I mentioned the 
condition of the two mules w hich wer§ given 
me, and how impossible it was for them to be 
, made use of ;*and that I haxl been obliged to 


p 



EXPEDITION UP THE 


SIO 

purchase the* meagre and exlrausted animals 
I now had, in order that I might escape be- 
ing taken prisoner. The answer was, that 
the general could a€brd no assistance, as 
(which was not true) the horses and mules 
were all empjojed. I met with various of 
my countrymen who wete all equally unsuc- 
cessiftil in their application for horses. The 
answer to all was, that the general could not 
give Os either horses or mules, and that we 
must ali endeavour to get on the best way we 
could. 

With the imperfect packing, the luggage 
perpetually falling off, the darkness of the 
night, our total ignorance of the tract our 
troops had taken, and the inability of our 
cattle, we dropped fast behind, till at length 
we entirely lost our way in the wood ; exposed 
to the certainty of being murdered by the 
natives, even for the sake of our property, 
should any band of them fall in our way, 
before we D^ht be fortunate enough to over- 
take tht army. 

^ Mfos a dreary night : the thick clouds 
lay close and heavy on the earth ; and the 
impression made on my mind was so indelibly 
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fixed, that 1 am sure neither time, change of 
situation nor circumiltances of any desqrip- 
tion, can efface it. . •!{; was a nigh*t so calcu- 
lated to startle the boldest, ^ and humble the 
most vain and volatile, that 1 question much 
if any future cirpumstance can ever make 
me smile when 1 think of it. The awful ap- 
pearance of the numerojus burning savannahs, 
many of them covering several miles, in one 
universal blaze, — the gleaming of the forked 
lightning, — the tremendous bursts of thun- 
der, — and the screaming and howling of 
wild beasts in the bush, all conspired to make 
us sad and silent ; and thus we paced on not 
knowing whether we were going tlie right or 
wrong way, and without scarcely ever ex- 
changing a word with each other. , . 

Throughout the interior of Venezuela, ex- 
cept in the immediate neighbourhood of An- 
gostura, there are no roads ; aifd even near 
diat place they me very bad, being often 
ol^tructed by large masses of rock. Jour*- 
neys, such as our present, wei€, o^coursc, 
often interrupted by plains of bamUbos, or by 
low brush-wood, interspersed with trees of 
immense size, through which we werg obliged 
. . p 2 
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to cut OUT way, that we might be enabled to 
procjeed ; unless, indeed, we were fortunate 
enough to fall in with some track whidi, in 
the wet season, is fhlj of water, but in the 
dry, is either a bed of mud or sand. The 
only other tracks were thos^ of wild beasts, 
in their passage to and from the rivers, or idle 
savannahs of burning sand. 

About three in the morning, we very for- 
Hmately were overtaken by some people who 
were flying from their homes to put them- 
selves under the protection of the army. At 
first, we conjectured they were robbers ; but 
we really were so jaded and miserable that 
we scarcely cared what they might do with 
us. Perhaps they might have eased us of our 
burdens aijd murdered us, to prevent our ap- 
pearing against them, had we not taken an 
early opportunity of telling them, that the 
articles we ‘had were stores belonging to 
Paez : and thus we escaped. They seemed 
acquainted with the country, and we followed 
them, w^thoift shewing ourselves so much at 
a loss M ^^^e really were. * 

la a short time we overtook the army 



213 


ORINOCO AND ARAljCA. 

where tliey were resting till sunrise. They 
were in a very wet savannah, wliere they had 
l)een •asleep for more' than an hour. I and 
my companion in wrelchedness di4 the best 
we could in unloading our* cattle, when, ex- 
hausted with fatigue, we sunk among the wet 
grass and fell fast asleep. 

By five o'clock, we were roiised and ordere<l 
to proceed: but our cattle had been stolen 
while we slept. 

Day soon broke on us ;* and I found my- 
self covered over with millions of those in- 
sects called galipatas. They have a great 
resemblance to the most noxious insect that 
infests the human body when a proper atten- 
. tion is not paid to cleanliness ; they sttek so 
close to the skin, and bite so unpiercifully, 
that such torture alone is sufficient to make 

f 

a person distracted. They are very com- 
mon in the savannahs of this country, and 
1 believe, have their origin in the trunks 
and branches of decayed trees, from which 
‘ they sally forth in legions, when^er any 
living creature approaches their haibitation. 

I again applied for assistance, mentioned 
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the loss of njy cattle, and assured the gene- 
ral that we should be^ obliged" to leave our 
luggage btehind and wajk, unless proper as- 
sistants jiere allowed. “ 
done,” was the answer. 

By this lime our hands were swelled and 
painful) and, in many parts, as hard as a 
mule’s hoof, so that we were scarcely able to 
pack our luggage ; while two of the nails of 
one of my hands, were evidently separating 
from my firigers, and several of the rest were 
greatly Injured. 1 consequently left the most 
weighty part of our luggage in the bush, which 
gave us great relief. 

Finding on the route that we should get no 
cattle from Ansoategui, I in despair went into, 
the bush to endeavour to find some ; and, in 
this instance, I was fortunate in falling in with 
a negro, who, for a trifle of money assisted 
me. We got three mules, with which I re- 
turned and packed the little of what remained 
of our articles on one, when we mounted the 
other two and rOde off (galipatas. and ail) 
after the trmy, which we soqn overtook. 

In the forenooh, we entered uppn an imt 
mensc savannah, quite dry at present, but 


Notliing could be 
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which, in common with all these amazingly 
extensive plains, was, .during the wet season, 
completely covered with water, h even then 
could observe considerable quantities of grass 
and mud, among the branches of the trees, 
left there last season, which I think must 
have been at least 6fty feet above the sur- 
face of the ground on which I then stood. 

tn the skirts of the ^vannabt were about 
twenty naked Indians, going out to shoot, 
with bow and arrow. Having no particular 
place of residence, they always carry their 
families along with them, and stop for the 
night where they find it most convenient. To 
one unaccustomed to such sights, these crea- 
tures have a very singular appearance. They 
are wholly naked, man, woman, and child, 
except the Guayuco ; and most' of them, 
especially the females,’ have a quantity of 
cord tightly bound round their ancles and 
wrists, which, I believe, is put there early in 
life, and never removed. It is owing to this, 
that their ancles and wrists are-often so ex- 
tremely small tl\at one would conclude the 
former incapable of supporting a full* grown 
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Tlie landscape was now occasionally ve^y 
pretty ; hut more comjnonly it presented an 
endless track of burning sand and dust, filling 
the atmosphere at every, blast of hot wind, 
and rendering oUr clothes and persons most 
uncomfortably filthy. Such plains, indeed, 
might justly be called regions of sterility and 
poverty, where barrenness, want, and misery, 
vied with ea«h other for predominance. 

In these burning fields were millions of 
sand-flies, an extremely small insect that 
fixes on the skin and bites most unmercifully. 
These bites, by scratching or rubbing them, 
are easily reduced to sores. Almost every 
animal, from the smallest insect, to the 
largest quadruped in this country, is carni- 
vorous; and, very probably, they are.driveir 
to this by the total want of any thing to eat, 
except flesh of some kind or other. There 
is neither fruit, gmins, bread, milk, nor ve- 
getables, fcor indeed any thing but came. 

It* was in this desert of sand that I expe- 
rienced the indescribably horrid sensation of 
extreme tljirst. All other miseries are nothing 
to this'. The throat and mouth, foul and 
parched by the heat of the climate, the pro- 



217 


ORINOCO AND ARAUCA. 


I 


fuse. perspiration, and the quantity of sand 
which almost choked* us, can * admit of no 
kind of description.. It was tb m*e a memo- 
rable and afflicting- jleriod of my eventful 

® • 

existence. There was not even the bark or 
leaves of trees ^or grass to be found to 
moisten the mouth, and the unaccountable 
anxiety about the throat and stomach, from 
such a state o.f thirst, can never either be 
known or understood but by those who have 
had the misfortune to feel it. , 

After a whole day passed in this condition, 
without a drop of water, and exposed to the 
scorching sun which renders drinking almost 
indispensable every hour at most, we came to 
a small pond, the M’ater of which was quite 
thick with mud and vermin ; but, for myself, 
I aver, I never used liquid of any kind from 
which I derived a tw'cntieth part so much 
comfort. There was a soldier who had 
dropped behind, and who had a sfnall quan- 
tity of aqua-ardente in a quart bottle : I gave 
him a shirt for about two fable spoons full of 


it. , * ’ . • 

The renovation I experienced from this 
coarse and extremely bad spirit, was truly 
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miraculous ; q.nd I am convinced that, in such 
a country, exposed to such haitlships, it would 
not be the' least benefit, a general could be- 
vStow, on those under tiis command^ to allow 

( t 

each person a biscuit, and a ^mall propor> 
tion of spirits every day. 

In whatever direction I could now look, 
there were various parties of every age and 
sex, winding ‘along the tracks of the barren 
mountains, to join the army for protection. 
Former .times have left a lasting impression 
on the minds of the survivors of the atroci- 
ties which these Spanish barbarians have un- 
blusbingly committed, and of the necessity 
of this retreat ; and, till this sanguinary con- 
flict has ended, they must annually be either 
subject to their brutality, or leave their homes, 
and brave the perils and hardships insepara- 
ble from a country circumstanced as this now 
is, Robberjs rape, and afterwards murder, 
were the ihvariable habits of these monsters. 
But let me turn from such dreadful reflec- 
tions, at the bare thought of which humanity 
shudders. . * 

♦ 

Relieved as we were by throwing away 
part of our luggage, yet, our horses beipg 
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regularly stolen every night, on replaced by 
worse, if possible, than those* we had, and 
it being extremely dvlhcult to get others fit to 
walk, I despaired of getting on, when we 
came to a plain, where there were some hun- 
dreds of horses and mules. I made applica- 
tion for six ; but was refiised, because they 
said they could not catch thenf before the 
troops would be again on the march. The 
Creoles, however, were even then getting 
whatever quantity they chose to name. 

The troops marched, and we endeavoured 
to follow them ; but, after marching about 
two miles, two of our three mules lay down, 
nor could we make them stir again. Here 
we were stopped, without any prospect of 
getting on, when a mule-driver passed,* with 
three horses and two mules ; and for two of 

t 

each I gave three dollars and some wearing 
apparel, and set the exhausted ones at large. 

From the state of our hands we now had 
another hard struggle in packing our luggage, 
on the back of our new cattle ; and, after 
proceeding about another threft or four 
miles, two of our cattle gave in, and would go 
no farther. We packed the remainder of oui 
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baggage on pne horse, and threw away what 

we could not take; while we rode qn the 
* 

other two.* , 

Disgusting as the flesh beef had become, 
we were now not a little alarmed to find it 
(our only food) served us very sparingly, and 
with a great deal of reluctance — another of 
the many instances, which might be adduced 
of the degree in which our countrymen are 
hated by theXreolqs: When, .however, we 
could come up where they were killing a bul- 
lock, we went deliberately to the place, and, 
with the greatest composure, began to cut off 
a part without' paying any attention to the 
man who had the distribution of it. “ Que di- 
vision ?” said the fellow ; but we took no no- 
tice either of him or his question. divi- 

sion^ caragOj” exclaimed he, in a louder voice, 
but still we continued to cut ; and generally 
by this time, we had carago’d him half a 
dozen times, which se1tle<l him, and off we 
inarched with our lieef. I often afterwards 
found this a very convenient way of proceed- 
ing ; and' accordingly had. recourse to* it 
when necessary. 

, From dirt and perspiration .we were now 



ORINOCO AND* ARAtjbA. ^ 22|’ 

covered by every kind of personal vermin, 

ihou^ we had just effected the destrucdon 

nf the galipatas. I »also became extremely 

faint, exhausted, and ejmacii^ted, so that it 

was with much difficulty I Could mount my 

horse. The maldi,tu$, which is an eruption 

of fpul blotches and ulcers, about the feet and 

legsj with great swelling about the feet and 

ancles,* became very troublesome, so that we 

got on very slowly and in greafmisery,* ^ 

In one of the immense plains, we- had an 

opportunity of seeing them hunt the bull, 

* which is one of their national amusements, 

* 

of which all their gencralstPiind other native 
officers are extremely fond, and at which 
many of them (especially Paez) are very 
expert. %he bull is let loose, a^id one, or 
more men, well mounted, gallop after it at 
full speed. When they come up with the 
animal, still in full spee<l, the hunter falls to 
one side of his horse, so as almost to touch' 
the ground, and seizes the bull’s tail. Some 
of those not so expert, depend on their own 
strength, and the strength of their horse, and 
thus they drag the bull till they tumble him. 
Odters, much nqpre expert, no sooner catch 
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the tail, than, by a sudden twist, they ac- 
tually seem to raise 'the animal from the 
ground and tumble him 'right on his back, by* 
which he often, receives such a hard fail as 
prevents him making another run. 

The breaking of the wild horse and mule 
too is practised in these plains. It is truly 
amazing how, rapidly a horse or mule may thus 
be trained from the wildest to the very tamest 
state. . The iBethod of catching these animals 
is often'carried to the greatest possible pitch 
of dexterity. 

The lasso is a rope made of bullock’s skin, 
generally several itthoms long, and this, with 
a loop at one end, the Creoles coil up and 
carry in the right hand, while the other end 
of 4he iassp is either held in the itt, or, if 
mounted, fixed to the saddle. When they 
have determined- to catch any particular ani- 
mal, either Singly or among a flock and that, 
too* often when at full speed, they fling the 
coil, and ten to one, they put the loop over 
the aflimal’s head, although they are the 
whole length of the lasso dijftant. 

‘ Thus .caught in the plains, or mountains, 
the animal will suffer neither halter, bridle, , 
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saddle, or any other belt, strap* or coverings 
to touch him ; and; never having l^n 
mounted, he who might attempt to get on 
the animal^s back canndj; fail of being thrown,. 
The people, therefore, first contrive to throw 
the horse, and, \](hile down, they hold him 
fast till a bridle and saddle are put upon him. 
The breaker then bestrijdes the saddle, seizes 
the bridle, and he and his beastly associates, 
all armed with bludgeons, fall to and beat 
the poor animal, especially about his head, 
to Aiake him get on his feet, while he must, 
of necessity; lift, the rider as he rises. The 
unfortunate brute, snorting and neighing,, 
o&en makes many unsuccessful attempts to 
rise ; and, by these fellows, he is often actu- 
ally knocked down, by blows from J)ludgeons, 
which he receives on thp head. 

This taming system is unrelentingly per- 
sisted in, till the poor animal gets on his feet, 
often so exhausted that he is* scarcely able to 
stand; but, should he possess strength to 
ma, they then place him Ibe tween two fresh 
horsei^ when all "three set off attfte ^llop, 
stdl kosping the taming one pent up between 
, them, till he actually sinks to the ground. 
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Then ho is broke indeed. There is seldom 
an^i thing more required, for the spirit of the 
animal has been destro3'efl ; and he general Ij 
continues a sppiled , horse throughout the 
remainder of his life. ery feeling of 
humanity revolts at a sight, of such shameless 
and vile brutality. 

I was amazed to observe the thousands of 

t 

animals •which these people were driving 
athwart these plains, to prevent their falling 
into the hands of the enemy. All the dri- 
vers were dressed in English clothing (such 
as the non-commissioned oflicers use) ; and 
• men, women, and children, wore pantfiloons. 

the women sit on horseback, as the men 
do, and wheji, as is very common, a man 
and wompn are on one horse, the female 
sits before the man. . 

It was now impossible to re->tlor the night, 
without hav’ing opr cattle stolen ; and in the 
morning it required pot only judgment, but 
‘more personal labour than I could then exert, 
to know how we could procure more. I de- 
termiqcd^ however, to apply to the general 
no more; resolved rather to give for cattle 
all the little nione^ I possessed, and also to ^lell^ 
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my clothes, rather than appeal .at a tribunal 
where so much antipathy was shewn to etery 
one of my countrymen. It was truly dis- 
tressing td'have our cOmfort thus destroyed, 

* # 

and even our lives made the sport of such an 
oppressor, who is*at once armed with power, 
and altogether destitute either of pity or re- 
morse. ‘But the torture of Britons was his 
amusement, and that of many other native 
officers ; and all their proceedings toward 
them imperious, malicious, and unjust. 

No man will ever live long under such 
sway without being convinced, that the noble 
principle of liberality will never be acquired 
quickly or at an advanced period of life. 
Like every other stable and lasting principle, 
it must be engrafted on the human mind, 
while surrounded by* circumstances which 
will allow it to steal on us by almost imper- 
ceptible advances ; and its first fruits are ra- 
ther exhibitions of its presence, than a studied 
and formal sh^w of its p«ossession. At any 
age, if possessed of means, a man pay easily 
learn to be thoughtless and ostentatiously ex- 
travagafit, or indiscriminately expensive and 
* vtilgarly profuse ; but nor^_of these have any 
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t&tng to do With that liberality, -which raises 
a m&n ais for above thofe of hia species, who 
do< not possess it, as .humanity is elevated 
above die most despotic tyranny, ot the most 
delicate feelings of the heart above that fe- 
rocity of character which is" always an atten- 
dant on the Juncultivated brutality from 
which I had lately suffered such accumulated 
distress. 

Eveiy hour now proved to us the great 
want we' laboured under in having no kind 
of vegetable food ; and this was rather in- 
creased than moderated, on seeing the new 
baked cakes of Indian corn or mais, and 
also, loaves of new wheaten bread, boiled rice, 
&c. carried to and from the General's table. 
My digestion was now in the greatest state of 
derangement, while general cfebility scarcely 
allowed me to stand upright. Observing, 
therefore, some monkies feed freely on a run- 
ning slender plant, which attached it^lf for 
support to the neighbouring blanches, I ga- 
thered son^e of it, and boiled it. It was a 
bitter morsel, but it was vegetable, and I 
contrived to make several meals of soup with 
it, frpm. which I d^ved great benefit. 
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As we passed on, diis plant was not. to be 
found. I certainly, however, deriyed a con- 
siderable accession of strength from these ve- 
getables ; for, although new diihculties and 
misfortunes were now following each other 
in rapid succession, yet I could bear them 
better than I felt capable of doing some days 
before. It seemed, indeed, as. if by some 
magic spell every unfortunate occurrence 
gave rise to new and more vigorous powers 
to endure it; but this was of short duration, for 
soon my digestion became as bad as before. 

We now arrived at the Arauca, which we 
crossed, and in two hours more, came to the 
mouth of that river, where, in going up. Ge- 
neral Sedeno’s men had been clothed. Here 
I was enabled to procure a littlo tobacco, 
which, although it was scarce and expensive, 
while I possessed little to procure it, yet it 
afforded me much comfort. Let. the easy 
citizen, surrounded by such means as may 
render existence pleasant, smile at the praises 
I feel inclined to bestow on this vegetable, 
which, but lately* I considered the moat nau- 
seous and disgusting substance that it was 
possible for any human bemg to use.. We . 

* * Q 2 ’ 



S&8. « EXPEDITION UP THE 

are mere crratures of habit: deprive us by 
little and* little of oifr comforts, and we 
sooti learn to place thaf first in our estima- 
tion, which, on* former occasions and under 
more favourable circumstances, we were not 
only careless about, but fdr which we enter- 
tmned the most rooted dislike. 



ORINOCO AND AR^CA. 




CHAP. XII. 

t 

STATE 0»EXTREME DIJSTRESS AT THE MOUTH 
OF THE ARAUCa! 

Island at the mouth of the Arauca to which they were to re- 
tire; — The British ordered to pass last;~^Scene on cross- 
ing to it ; — Skirmishes with Spanish infantry; — Vegetable 
food still wanting, and carnivorous ^oracity of the Creoles ; 
— Purchases at last two biscuits which should have been 
served as rations ; — Alarm of tigers raised by Creoles, to 
plunder the fugitives ;• — Ordered to return tc^ Caugral, in 
consequence of a report that the Spaniards had re-crossed ; 
— Recross the Arauca, ordered to halt, and suffocated with 
sand Anecdote of an Irishman; — Dreadful bowel-com- 
plaints prevalent; — Ordered to return to the Island, on 
hearing that the Spaniards had not re- crossed at Caugral, 
but approaching ; and consequent Scene of confusion ; 
— Reflections on such proceedings ; — i^tarvation and de- 
bility.;— Extreme thirst, inability to crawl to the river, ^nd 
fraud of a Creole who is paid# to bring a little water 
Relieved by an Irishman with coarse spirit;— Prepare to 
cross to the Island, and mode of conducting mules; Anec-* 
dote of the Creoles and the yoking of horses hr mules;— 
Crossing to the Island now unnecessary, the report of the 
Spaniards advancing being untrue ; — Takes up reside^e 
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m the bush, and advised to return to Angostura, but leave 
refused; — Refiectlbns on the seduction of British troops 
into such a country; — Various Wd harassing reports; — 
Incapability of the Creoles to liberate themselves ; — Pass- 
port to return at last granted ; — Difficulty of finding a 
vessel; — flechero at last found; — Sinks on the sand, 
unable to reach it, and is carried on board ; — State when 
onboard; — Sad reflections; — Recovf/rcd by nourishment. 


The Arauca dischargea itself into an arm or 
branch of the Orinoco, here about a mile in 
breadth, which assisYs in forming the island, 
to which we were now retreating. Paez, on 
former occasions, took possession of this is- 
land when driven to the greatest extremities, 
because there the Spaniards (having no vessels 
on the Orinoco) cannot follow him. Orders 
accordingly came from the general that the 
boats shoul(^ first convey the emigration to 
the island, and that none of the English were 
to pass till they received further orders. 

Here about U dozen of us, and one l^glish 
soldier's wife with two infant children, were 
left on\ very large^bank of sand, as hot as 
fire, without any kind of shelter from the sun's 
rays; aiyl,Yor some time, we* were at-a loss 
what to do. I advisdd the poor wom^ to 
g<f into one of the boats, with her children. 
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whkh $he did; but the mastfer insisted on 
her leaving it. The , wretched* woman, fell 
on her knees and implored of this mad to 
give her a passage on account of her infants, 
as they were both dreadfully scorched with 
the heat, and she^was afraid the youngest of 
them would die; but commiseration was un- 
known to the inhuman mind of this monster, 
and he peremptorily ordered h^r to quit the 
boat. 

a 

There was one of the English geqtlemen, 
who spoke tolerable Spanish, and he told the 
master that the poor woman was very unwell, 
that most of us were in the same condition, 
that he was a medical man, and that it was 
at his peril, therefore, if he refused to admit 
us into his boat. He talked of having posi- 
tive orders to prevent the passage of the 
English till the emigration had all got to the 
island ; ||ut the brute did not seejn to be sure 
if these ^orders extended to the Sick, and 
finding him thus wavering, we took pcsteses- 
sion of the boat which we’ would on no ac- 
count leave. thus effected oar escape 
from these Snsheltered burning sands ’to the 
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island (called ^the island of Urbana) which 
is always sheltered by the thickest fbliagOtK 

Paez continued to guard our retreat, andi 
bad several skirmishes with the Spanish in- 
fantry ; but the'ijr cavalry, which we under- 
stood were very bad, never made their ap- 
pearance. 

Still we were deprived of every kind, of 
vegetable food; and,’ by the insolence of the 
Creoles, even the tasteless came was obtained 
with difficulty. The very great quantity of 
fresh beef, which these fellows consume, is 
truly wonderful. There were four of them, 
partly Indians,' and partly Creoles, stationed 
in the next bush to me, and I hesitate not in 
saying that they scarcely ever ceased eating 
fresh beef from day-break till bed-time, with 
which they were plentifully supplied by their 
countrymen ; yet they were lean and sickly 
in appearance. . 

This evening there were a few biscuits of- 
fered for sale, at half a dollar each, two of 
which I purchased, and consumed with a de- 
gree of pleasure, far beycynd what I ever 
thought 1 should experience &bm eating a 
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diy biscuit. These were the* yery biscuits, 
which had been stolen-»at Caugral, and sold in 
this island when th^ ought to have been 
sw“ved out as rations, according to the in- 
structions of the Supreme Chief. 

About 9 o^clc^k at night, after we had 
gone to rest, we were alarmed with a howl 
and cry, which issued from various parts, of a 
tiger having made his appearance among the 
hammocks. This produced great alarm , espe- 
cially among the women ; and, as it is always 
right to defend ourselves, we drew our swords, 
and loaded our pistols, while the women ran 
in every direction, scarcely knowing whither. 
After some time, we found that there were 
indeed tigers in the neighbourhood, but none 
among* us at the time. Some of the vil- 
lainous Creoles had raised the cry to terrify 
as many as they could, while another party 
watched the places which had begn evacuated, 
and stole every kind of property they could 
lay their hands on. They tried the experi- 
ment a second time, but wd collected together, 
and gave the whole party a souni beating, 
which settled the tiger. 
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1 had b^n here but four days wheja I 
gr^tly improved in health. I was now.ablp 
to> walk ; dnd I looked , forwafd to no vj^y 
distant period, when my health would be 
completely restored. On the fifth day after 
our arrival, however, a general order was 
given for us to return to Caugral, as the Spa- 
niards, finding themselves short of provi- 
sions, had re- crossed the Arauca at that 
place.. 

We accordingly re-crossed the arm of the 
Orinoco, and, after two hours ride, also that 
part of the Arauca, which we had formerly 
passed. There 'we got orders to proceed no 
further for the present; and we remained 
almost suffocated with sand. 

A son of Hibernia came up to my ham- 
mock and remarked that “ & single misfortune 
never came alone ;* and*that want of proper 
food, and of little grog, while our throats 
were filled “with sand, and as dry as a cliim-. 
ney, was a clear proof of his assertion# “For 
tbe first fifteen days of the first week^ after 
I came inta this country," added he, “I lived 
well enobgh ; but ever, since, my stomach and 
bowels have been in the devirs own uproar, * 
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and I believe were I to swallow* the whole 
riot act, it would not qyiet them V’ 

Here bowel-complaints, accompanied with 
discharges of blood, became dreadfully ex- 
tensive, while we had no kind of medicine, 
which might be of service in relieving them, 
and vrhile, too, we were obliged to continue 
the use of the very means Jiy which they were 
produced. 

After two days, the General issued an qrder 
that we should instantly return to the island ; 
and this we understood arose from official in- 
formation which he had received, that the 
Spaniards had not re-crossed at Caugral, but 
were only a few leagues distant, and bearing 
fast down upon us. Here again commenced 
anodier scene of the greatest possible disor- 
der. . This I allowed to subside before I at- 
tempted to re-cross the river, which I con- 
trived to do about an hour before wsunset. • 
Such proceedings in any country, but espe- 
cially- in ^ country like this, in such a state of 
warfare, appeared so ludicrously contemptible, 
so like sfcirmishing"among a parcel of School- 
boys, or a battle in a puppet-show, that little 

as any of us were in a laughing humour, we 

• • * 
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could scarcely refrain from shrugging our 
shpulders, and giving some exercise to our 
risible faculties, — not* from merriment^ but 
from feelings qf the, highest indignation, in 
being obliged ‘ to be acting members in 
t^e farce. We were unable to consider 
ourselves as any thing better than wretched 
fugitives, or exiles^, worn down with sick- 
ness, and oppressed by the deepest sor- 
rows, of the heart, while wandering over a 
barren country, exposed to 'overwhelming dif- 
ficulties and privations, — our sole reward, the 
scoff and scorn of many, and the pity of 
none. 

My appetite was now far from being keen ; 
and this was so far well, as a day and a half 
had elapsed since I could procure any ibing 
to eat. With frequent faintness, great pros- 
tration of strength, and great wasting of the 
body, I nbw felt careless about moving, and 
sunk down on a bank of burning sand, from 
which I scarcely had*a wish to rise any more. 
Every , one was of necessity busily employed 
in lopkmg after his own Affairs, and endea- 
vouring to prevent his little property from 
being stolen. I felt dreadfully thirsty ; but 
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could not cr^kwl to the river * to get water, * 
although hut a few ,;fathoms from it. 
voice was nearly gone ; but I took a quart 
bottle and made signs tp an idle Creole that I 
was very bad, and wished Mm to, step to the 
river and fill my^ bottle : he looked at me 
with perfect unconcern. Jl took a quarter 
dollar from my pocket p.nd offered it to him 
with the bottle to get me the water : and this 
had the effect of moving him. Off he» went, 
but I never saw either him or the water. • 

Two hours after, I was roused by the Hiber- 
nian, who had got a small quantity of aqua- 
ardente, for some clothing, of which he gave 
me a share ; and this acted like a charm. 1 
told him about the Creole, and he instantly 
ran to the river and brought some water. 

The devil ride through purgatory on these 
fellows,”8md he, on his return : “ there is not 
one of them would give even a dying man a 
drop of water i they can do nothing but steal.” 
Ha said told did all he could, in his own rough 
way, to lighten the weight of my troubles. I 
was sorry so soon to part with this ‘specimen 
of eccentricity; but he was ordered to join 
Paez’s division. 
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We once ijiore proceeded to the of 

thieOrinofo, in order to cross to our oM qtiJtr- 
ters in the Island. Before we set out, I 
procured three, good mules, which I pro- 
posed to take with me to the island. I con- 
trived to mount one, and tied the other two, 
according to the country custom; that is, 
the head of fhe second was tied to the tail of 
the one I rode, and the third to the tail of 
the second. It is in this way, we often find a 
dozen or more, led by one person. 

The Creoles, indeed, had no idea, till the 
English came among them, that either horses 
or mules could travel any other way, or even 
pull any load forward, unless the burden 
was fixed to the tail. When the first 
pieces of« light artillery arrived in Vene- 
zuela, they actually tried to drag them by 
the tail of their horses. They gaped with 
amazement, and wondered at the extent 
of our absurdity, when tKey saw the 
horses yoked to the carriages ; and when the 
horses sej off at a brisk pace, taking the guns 
along with them, with the greatest ease and 
steadiness, they burst into repeated fits of the 
.most ungovernablje laughter. They confessed 
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tliat the’ plan was “ almost as good as their^s 
but diey could not uncfeistand how jthe horse 
could move, for they 'should rather have be- 
lieved him capable of flying, than moving at 
such a pace, when so completely looked up in 
harness, &c. ' 

Next morning, after our arrival at the Ori- 
noco, we learned that tJie intelligence re- 
specting the Spaniards bbing close upon us, 
was not true ; and, therefore, that our • thus 
turning our back by such a vague report (for 
the General was known by his back among 
the Spaniards) had been unnecessary. Now 
we accordingly stopped, and did not re-cross 
to the island, but sat staring at each other 
like a parcel of fools. 

» 0 

“ Quoth Ralph, how great I do not know, 

We may by being beaten grow ; 

But none who sec where now. we sit, 

Willju^c us overgrown with wit.'* 

We took up our quarters about half a mile 
in the budi ; and still I continued to lose both 
health and strength. It was suggestfjd to 
me, by a friend, that I should endeavour to 
get a passport for Angostura, till the i^cq- 
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very of my health, as I was now so reduced as 
to .be quite unable eith'fer to adv ance or retreat 
on horseback. I did so? But I might as well 
have recounted my sufferings to a stone : not 
the slightest notice was taken of my request, 
although, two days aftenj a flechero with 
twenty-eight sick Creoles was sent down to 
Angostura. ^ Here, then, in a state of disease 
was I exposed in the bush, surrounded by 
hordes of the most cut-throat fellows I ever 
saw. 

As I lay in my hammock, and saw so many 
miserable wretched beings (mostly British, 
for they soonest suffer in this dreadful climate, 
and are worst treated) crawling along, I ex- 
perienced feelings of horror and indignation, 
that they should^ have been led, under the 
falsest promises, from their homes and from 
their friends, to encounter such unheard-of 
afflictions,* white the most insui|^ng apathy 
and contempt were shewn them in all their 
distress. It wa;| sad to reflect on such a sub- 
ject; but it was too evident that systematic 
dupl^ci^y, gross deception, ’fraud, and oppres- 
sion had been practised on us all. It was a 
melancholy spectacle to see so many of -those 
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once tine enterprising young* ijien, shrunk 
{ind withered to mere walking skeFetons, 
almost overpowered hy their hourly increasing 
miseries, struggling patiently with a combi- 
nation of disappointment and disease, and 
that too without single consolation in those 
sufferings, which have neither name nor pa- 
rallel in the history of the world. These 
hours and the trials they brought with them, 
are too dearly recordetl, not only on^mine, 
but on many a wretched heart, ever to be 
forgotten. 

Previous to my arrival in South America, 1 
had looked to that country as the best field 
for the encouragement of talent, and the re- 
ward of industry. Under a republican form 
of government I considered these as sure of 
meeting with patrons ; for, however other 
forms of government may be corrupted, a re- 
publican government generally fiads it neces- 
sary to establish its own permanence by the 

talent, and the- 

Every hour in«the day now had i& report : 
one was that the Spaniards had actually re- 
crossed the Arauca at Cau^ral, and were re- 


liberal encouragement of every 
fair reward of every service. 
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treating to ^ilabozo, which had been taken 
possession of by the Fatriots: — another was 
that they'had defeated, Paez and were fast 
approaching us. It was now stated that 
the English reinforcement amounted to three 
hundred men only, instead of four thousand 
five hundred, and that the rennainder had 
gone to Margaritta ! — that the three hundred 
were hourly 'expecteci up the river; but that 
the Supreme Chief intended to remain in 
Angostjira, till some other supply which he 
expected should arrive there from Britain. 

Unless, indeed, some other power take up 
this cause, the' natives themselves will never 
efifect their freedom. The present contending 
armies are nothing better than two large par- 
ties of banditti, each afraid of the other ; and 
in their present method, or rather total want 
of method in their warfare, they,may con- 
tinue this d^ily assassination for many years. 

Now that I found the Supreme Chief not 
likely to be here soon, I made another atr 
tempt to obtain my passport, which, afoer a 
number of pretences and dfdays, the worthy 
Genei^l at length granted. Perhi^s 1 might 
have had fewer difficulties in obtaining it. 
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had I sunk so far below my o’^n estimation, 
as to flatter his vanity or panegyrise him for 
virtues and valour, and a thousand other qua- 
lities which he never possessed, or even knew 
farther than his dictionary explained their 
meaning ; but hejcommitted a gross mistake 
if he conceived me capable of cringing with 
servile compliance afid submission to any 
living being. In this, as on alf other occa- 
sions, I never was a slave to adulatioq ; for 
my very nature revolted at every appearance 
of the baseness and meanness of sycophant 
submission. 

Here another difficulty presented itself: — 
there were no vessels going to Angostura for 
some time. Moreover the place I was in had 
Ijeen surrounded by putrid carcases, which so 
contaminated the neighbouring atmosphere, 
that it became shockingly offensive. On this 
occasion I had an opportunity of»seeing a va- 
riety of birds of every kind ; for being, in 
common with every sort of animal here, all 
carnivorous, they flocked to the dead car- 
cases for support. * 

At length 1 unexpectedly had intelligence 
that a flechero was about to* proceed to An^os- 
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tura. It lay mile distant, and was ready to 
depart. I g6t a friend to pack up the few, 
remaining ‘articles I had, and he and a boy 
carried them down to the fiechero, while 1, 
scarcely able to stand upright, for I had used 
no sustenance but water for two days, was 
obliged in tins for^rn and disastrous condi- 
tion, to walk or rather crawl to the flechero, 
the best way 'I could. 

When I arrived there, they were shoving 
off, and^ so exhausted was I, and so com- 
pletely was my constitution shaken to the 
centre by the ill-treatment I had received, 
that I sunk down on the sand quite unable to 
move further— I was carried on board. 

In this state I remained exposed to the 
burning sun for more than an hour, when the* 
master of the boat, and another, assisted me 
to that part of the vessel which was covered. 
These peopk; had little in their power ; but 
they were‘ very civil in accommodating me 
with a place to rest in. 

In the afternoon we stopped to cook. I 
alone remained in the boat,o-and the master 
sent from on shore to say, that dinner, or 
supper, or whatever they might call it, was 
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ready, and asked me to partAke of it with 
them. I felt quite unable to ris6; and never, 
indeed, till now did I feel a thorough convic- 
tion that I was about to end my w^oes and 
life together. My sight was greatly injured, 
so that I could 8cc^)ut very indistinfctly ; there 
was continually a most distressing ringing in 
my ears ; and I was quite unable to articu- 
late a word that could be heard *but at a few 
yards distance. I was a monument of wretch- 
edness, and my whole frame was in sort of 
involuntary agitation, which continued gra- 
dually to exhaust me. Alas ! what a large 
portion of the most heart-rfending misery 
and complicated woe had I lately been 
doomed to endure! I was distressed when I 
lay down, and a most oppressive faintness al- 
most o\ erpowered me when I attem*pted to sit. 

I took a retrospective view of the tedious 
and melancholy hours I ha<^l lat^'ly speiit, — 
hours which might find their punishment in 
living, and their relief in dying ; and now that 
the value of life had dwindled into nothing, 
the terrors of njortal dissolution ao longer 
frightful, I sincerely wished to be relieved 
from this ticcumulated load of misery. 
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I do l>eliev€ that this state arose solely from 
want ; for, in a short time, the boy came 
with somA boiled tasago and sweet potatpes, 
and the very appearance of the potatoes gave 
me a sort of nhw existence. Ill as I was, I 
devoured them most greedily, and sent for 
more, with which I was accommodated. The 
effect of this vegetable matter was truly 
wonderful. ’ I almost instantaneously felt 
strengthened in a remarkable manner ; and, 
in about an hour, I could walk ashore with- 
out much difficulty, certainly with much more 
ease than I had done for many a day. I 
purchased sorfie of these potatoes from the 
Indians. 
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CHAP,. XlIJ. 

DESCENT OF TI|E ORINOCO TO ANGOSTURA: 

Arrival at Urbana, and its poverty ; — The flcchero returning, 
the author proceeds in a gun-boat ; — Procures some bad 
bread and sweet potatoes ; — Trick of a* priest to procure 
the latter; — Difficult navigation of the river; — Indian 
^res seen among tlie woods ; — Attempted attacks of In- 
dians ; — Recruited by vegetable food ; — Search shore for 

turtles' eggs; — Neglect to use shoes ; — Description of the 
priest and his female companion ; — Thefts of the former ; 
— Anecdote of these ; — Reverie and danger ; — Scene 
witnessed from the river at night, and reflections ; — Women 
round a fire by the river side ; — Indian village on the bank 
of the river; — Ferocity of the fish in the Orinoco; — De- 
scription of the Chief of these Indians ; — Meets a friend 
ascending the Orinoco ; — Receives provisions from him, 
which the priest steals ; — Arrival at Cay*cara ; — This a 
wretched place, infested with sand-flies ; — Rocky mountain 
seen on the Orinoco ; — Arrival at Las Piedras ; — Meets a 
Patriot gun- vessel, and good tr^tment ^y tlie master ; — 
Arrival at Muitaco, K:c. ; — Goes on shore in search of eggs, 
and finds the grave of an English officer, w hose body had 
been dug up and devoured by animals ; — Reflections, &c. ; 
— Arrival at Angostura ; — Conclusion. 


We proceeded down the river and next 
morning very early arnved at Urbana 
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The repprts X had heard of this place were 
dreadful ; buf it vas iiw^ossihle to exaggerate 
there. No fresh beef wiy? to be had, nor any 
kind of vegetable matter, except the sweet 
potatoes, and these were scarce, and not to 
be got within twenty mile^s.. Nothing, in- 
deed, could be found but tasago in a small 
quantity, and that, too, by far the worst, the 
most mouldyj and abominable stuff I ever 
sxw. 

Tihe flcchero, in which I bad come thuSfar, 
now received orders to return to the place 
she left, when I came on board of her ; and 
I was at a loss to know how to proceed. At 
length I found that the only con\cyance 
was an open boat ; and in that accordingly I 
now took up my station. 

Before we set off, there was a report cir- 
culated that some wheaten bread would be 
baked, and neady A)r sale in two hours ; and 
so uncommon was this occurrence in this 
wretched place, that every one stopped to 
purchase some of it. By this time I had had 
several mtals of sweet potatoi^s; and. Inning 
improved greatly by them, I also determined 
to endeavour to g‘et some of the bread; I 
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accordingly sold a 'pair of pantfe-loons and two 
shirts ; and when it wjis, at length, announced 
to be ready for sale,» every one flocked to the 
shop. It was divided into loaves, of one and 
two reals each. Those for one real were the 
size of my four fingers put close together, and 
besides that, the flour was so musty that to 
smell it was enough to^take away any ordi- 
nary appetite. Placed, however, as I and 
several others were, we had nothing but the 
expensiveness of it to object to. . 

I proceeded on board with as many loaves 
as I could afford to purchase, and some of 
the sweet potatoes. There I ^ found a priest 
with a lady whom I considered his wife, the 
soldier’s wife and her two children, previously 
alluded to, and some Creoles and their 
wives. 

The priest, in a tone of voice much suited 
to his calling, now assured me that the sweet 
potatoes often contained among them some 
which were of a poisonous nature, and 
strongly advised me not to eat them. I was 
s^ly disappointed at this report, Especially 
as I had derived great benefit from their use; 
but considered this friendly intelligence, from 
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such a seemin^fy respectable source, to be im- 
plicitly defended upon.*, I accordingly threw 
them on the sand bank ; hut, in a short time, 
I found the priept ha^ ^one on shore to rest 
on the sand, and* had placed himself near 
where the potatoes lay. By a little close ob- 
servation of this fellow's physiognomy, I be- 
gan to doubt him;, and my conjectures 
were confirmed when I found that he had 
picked .up all the potatoes, and carried them 
on board in his pockets, while he kept poking 
at the sand as if he had covered them. Had 
it not been for his profession, I should have 
taken them from him ; but I was too weak 
to stand resistance, and I did not wish to be 
the first peace-breaker. I, therefore, let him 
escape. I regretted the loss of these pota- 
toes exceedingly, as no more couUl be got at 
Urbana; and we were on the point of sailing. 

The secorfd evening after we left Urbana, 
we got near a place much frequented by rob- 
bers and murderers, where we were'obliged 
to remain till next day at sunrise, owing to 
the extrdlne difficulty, and 'often very great 
danger, in sailing among the shoals during 
the flight. The rocks scattered every where 
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in the bed of this mighty driver, may be 
avoided by buoys fixed to them but the diffi- 
culties which can ^ever be guarded against, 
are the immense trees tumbling down the 
river, and the floating sand’ banks which are 
perpetually altering their situation. These 
evils will probal)ly long remain before even 
an attempt be made to guard against such 
formidable obstructioris to its fiavigation. 

We came to anchor near the middle of the 
river, in order to have time to opppse, with 
success, any attempt which might be made 
to surprise us. The fires were distinctly ob- 
served, twinkling among th’e bushes, which 
had been kindled by these villains ; and occa- 
sionally we imagined we saw a good deal of 
bustle about them. There were eight of us, 
however, and a boy. Each hatl a musket, 
with one dozen rounds of ball-cartridges ; and 
four of us a pair of pisto^ each^^ 

Very early in the morning, wl/en faintest 
traces .of light appeared, we observed a canoe 
hovering about ; and, as this came nearer 
*and nearer, we saw that it contained nine 
men with plenty of lances, fire-arths, &c. 
We hailed them to keep at a distance ; but 
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no notice was taken of that, and they conti- 
nued to hover about ail^i approach us. We 
weighed anchor and sef. sail, as day-light 
began to appear^ more distinctly, when these 
fellows seemed to stand- on still less ceremony, 
and employed their paddles ^ith considerable 
success to come up with us. We all stood 
prepared with our pistols ; and, when they 
came within shot, we fired the whole of them, 
gave tljem to the boy to reload, and snatching 
our musl<ets, showed them what they might 
expect. Two of their number fell in their 
canoe ; but whether from fear, or by ]>eing 
wounded, or even shot, we could not ascer- 
tain. They paddled towards the shore, and, 
in a minute darted into a creek in the bush 
and disappeared. 

The same day, we observed another canoe, 
with twelve men; but we were divided in 
opinion whe^er it was the one we had seen in 
the morning. They pretended to be fishing, 
although the master and pilot assured us there 
were no fish of any kind near that part of the 
river. We resolved to look sharply after 
them ; Tbut having kept nearly up with us, 
though at a respectful distance, for some 



ORINOCO AND ARAUCA. 


hours, they passed into a nait’ow branch of 
the river and disappeared. 

We were no.w in, the habit of obtaining 
some sort of vegetables almost every day, 
such as casava, plantains, • &c. upon which 
I entirely subsisted : and, being naturally pos- 
sessed of a strong constitution, the strength I 
gained by tlieir use was almost approaching 
to the miraculous. 

We came to anchor, after sunset, ^ofF an 
immense bimk of sand ; and, even' before 
day-break next morning, we started to go 
ashore to get turtle and alligator’s eggs, and 
also the eggs of aquatic birds. In a short 
time we had collected an immense quantity 
of each. We had only to trace the tracks 
of the turtles and alligators along the sand 
for a short distance, till we arrived at a spot 
of apparently loose sand, on the removal of 
which we found very great quantities deposi- 
ted about a foot beneath the surface of the 
sand. ‘The turtle eggs are very good eating ; 
but the alligator’s have such a taste and smell 
tff musk, that few people admire tlJtm. The 
aquatic birds make a little round cavity in 
the sand, in which they deposit their eggs. 
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These do not,*in general, possess any fishy 
flavour, and are very gopd when either boiled 
or fried. . 

On coming Ofi shofe, 1 had not observed 
the ceremony of putting on shoes ; and, 
after procuring eggs enougb, and having got 
into the shade of a thick bush, about a quar- 
ter of a mile from pur boat, I was told 
« 

we were about to sail : I attempted to get on 
board,, but by this time so dreadfully scorch- 
ing was ' the sun, that, when I attempted to 
walk over the sand, I might as easily have 
walked on heated iron. I made a precipitate 
retreat to the shady side of my bush, till a 
pair of shoes were brought me. In going 
along I put my hand to the sand, from which 
I was obliged quickly to remove it, otherwise 
it would have been blistered. 'T'he nights, 
however, are extremely cool, and it is quite 
impossible t® sleep without blankets. 

I began now to discover that our fellow- 
passenger, the priest, was a sort of a thorough- 
bred blackguard. The soldier’s wife knew 
him in Sft Juan de Pierre, where he bore buf 
an indifferent name. He was about forty- 
five pr fifty years o‘f age, of a stout athletic 
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form, and possessed of a countenance of a 
very odd cast. When he spdke he never 
looked any one in the face. He always shut 
one eye, on such occasions, and looked with 
a keen and designing cunning with the other. 
He seemed (althojigh a priest) extremely ig- 
norant, and extremely impudent. In short, 
he was a prominent character in whatever was 
mean or sly. The woman with* him was the 
wife of a lieutenant in the patriotic service, 
going down to Angostura. The priest and 
she slept together like man and wife ; and the 
disgusting familiarities he was perpetually 
practising on her, before every one on board, 
and without the slightest attention to decency, 
made her as well as him equally abhorred and 
detested. His extreme lewdness, with every 
woman he could lay his hands on* could not 
fail of being disgusting in any one ; but for a 
priest, at his advanced time of Jife, it was 
indeed shockingly repulsive. • 

One Qf the Creoles had some aqua-ardente 
in a demi-jorum, and tKe priest watched 
when he thought every one asleep lo fill his 
bottle from the demi-jorum, of which he 
drank heartily, and carried the remainder to 
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his sleeping-place. He also in the night, 
(|j)r he was nightly watchefl) stole a quantity 
of our mouldy tasago, ^with which he filltjd 
a trunk and a large.bag. 

Now the place* where I slept was close by 
the mast ; and, in a hollow place, by my side, 
the water collected as it filtered through the 
seams of the vessel. This hollow of course 
reached to the bottom of the vessel, and there 
was room enough in it for twq or three men 
to secrete themselves. One night I. was awoke 
by something tugging, as if my blanket was 
in the way of being moved off’. I instantly 
suspected something, and looked towards the 
place where the priest slept : although it was 
very dark, there was light enough for me to 
observe that he was not there. I next looked 
into the hollow , mentioned above, where I 
perceived something movii^ • and, convinced 
that it was the priest endeavouring to steal 
my blankfet, I asked the boy (for both he and 
the priest knew a little English) if there were 
any dogs on board, to which the boy answered 
in the negative. I had previously provided 
myself ‘with a hard rope’s end ; but all was 
quiet for the last minute. I remarked, how- 
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ever, that I was sure there was a (log, or 
some other filthy anAmal in that hollow ;• and 
recollecting the potatoes the villain stole from 
me, I fell to work with the Yope’s end, which 
made the priest roar out most lustily. I, of 
course, begged *liis pardon; and hoped he 
would excuse me for mistaking him for a dog. 
Thus ended his attempt to steal my blanket. 
We then all retired peaceably to rest. 

Next evening was the sixth sinccTwe left 
Urbana. As it approached, I felt strangely 
and unaccountably, depressed. As I sat si- 
lent and solitary, reflecting on what had 
passed, and what might yet probably be my 
fate, watching the last rays of the sun, shoot- 
ing his lengthened beams along the barren 
mountains, I sunk into a sort of reverie, in 
which I remained for some length of time. 
I was roused by the rushing of water, as if 
it were falling among rocks. I'he sun had 
set for some time ; and there was a death- 
like solemnity in the scene. The master, 
(Patron as they^call him) and pilot/ieemed in 
great consternation. The one asserted that 
“the rocks were close in shpre ; and the other 

that they were near the middle of tlie river, 

• • 
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discernible only when . the water was low . 
There was k still calmness in the air, which, 
in this climate, is very common for a few 
hours after sunset. Tlie rushing sounds be- 
came louder and louder, which proved we 
were dropping nearer the ^spot. Our oars 
were put out, and every one on board gave a 
hand to assist ; but still we made little, if 
any thing, against the suction. I suggested 
to the patron the propriety of securing our- 
selves by the anchor ; but, in conformity with 
the custom of his countrymen, on receiving 
advice, he refused to do it. At that moment, 
a sudden breeze sprung up, which was taken 
advantage of. We set sail, and in ten mi- 
nutes it again became quite calm, but not be- 
fore we had got past the rocks, as the sounds, 
which had lately occasioned some alarm 
among us, were now dying away in the 
distance. . 

The moon was now in its first quarter; 
and, in a short time, it left us in the most 
impenetrable darkness. Nothing was seeq 
but the twinkling of fires among the trees 
on the mountains 4 and they seemed like* 
Impedes on the pitjehy face of night. These 
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were the haunts of the robbe/‘s;an(^ murder- 
ers, who for many a year will continue to in- 
fest the banks of this river. 

As I cast an eye, ardent, ajixious, and fear- 
ful, on the surrounding globmy scene, there 
was something imdescribably awful in its ap- 
pearance — something which, under any cir- 
cumstances, would hav^ made the most vola- 
tile sad and thoughtful — something which, 
for my own part, produced sensations in my 
mind, which I do not recollect to have ex- 
perienced on any former occasion. I tried to 
compare these feelings with others which I 
had experienced in my journey through this 
weary world ; but in the whole catalogue of 
my former miseries, I could bring nothing to 
compare with the present. In many instan- 
ces, indeed, it were as difficult to set limits 
to, or to account for certain depressions of 
mind, as it is to convey, by description, the 
real nature of such states. To feel these, 
with thdt exquisite acutenpss, that thrilling 
sensibility, which their possessors experience, 
is indeed but the fate of very fe^ ; and it 
^ight perhaps admit of considerable disputa- 
tion, whether a person of * cold insensibjlity 

s 2 
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anfl selfish pursuits, or alive to the most deli- 
cate emotipns of the he'ip't, is really possessed 
of the greatest proportion of worldly enjoy- 
ment. It is most certainly easier to judge of 
what may readily be comprehended, but of 
which we are comparatively more careless, 
than of those solitary occurrences which 
shoot athwart the mind, when our destiny is 
the subject of our reflection, and the deep 
solitude of the surrounding scene our only 
associate. 

My present state was altogether different 
from those revolting throes, which the prac- 
tice of ingratitude for favours received raises 
in the heart. It had no resemblance to those 
disappointed hopes, so often the attendants of 
the sanguine enthusiast, and of the total 
wreck of that friendship, which had been 
wrung from the inmost recesses of the heart, 
by the unhallowed grasp of duplicity and 
fraud, l^either did it resemble the entire 
failure of those sensations which the heart, 
unsullied by unworthy pursuits, can alone 
feel, for tTie object of unmixed love and af- 
fection. In short, nature seemed to assuage a 
pecijliar and altogether new character — it 
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seemed as if shrouded and fccmtr^ted, and 
in a stillness more ^olemn than tnat of the 
tomb, it had, with^frigid indifference, fallen 
asleep to me. , 

I rested but very uncomfortably ; and was 
roused by day-Hreak, to observe five or six 
women round a fire, close by the river side. 
The ♦non-appearance ,of men ^among them, 
looked odd ; and, after we had proposed to 
go ashore, we, on second thoughts,.wdeclined 
doing so, as in all probability, the' men had 
hid themselves on our approach, and might 
prove too strong for us, should we leave our 
boat aijd go ashore, as we generally did with- 
out arms. 

About three or four leagues before we 
cameto-Caycara, we observed a village, which 
we did not see on going am the river. It 
was close in shore, and conl^ted of about 
fifty huts. There seemed 'Se^^ral people 
walking about, but they did not int^tffere with 
us. ©ne of the men on board saitt, he be- 
lieved it had been built and was inliabited by 
* Spaniards. We proposed to go asSAre armed, 
and to use force only if we were compelled ; 
and we were the more encouraged to do this, as 
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another oi^ the*_iAen said it was only an Indian 
village, whefe the inhabitants lived by catch- 
ing turtle. We therefore® landed, and found 
the inhabitants w.ere Iijdian fishermen, poor 
and wretched. Thfey had considerable variety 
of fish, and only one good-sit:ed turtle, which 
the master purchased for a quarter dollar. 

It is a curious fact that almost all the* fish 
in this river are provided with natural instru- 
ments of defence or attack ; — their nose, 
their teeth, their fins,- or their tail, are the 
usual seat of these ; and while many of them 
inflict a simple wound only, others cause ex- 
cessive pain and high inflammation. 

The chief of this horde of Indians, made 
his appearance ; and from him I purchased 
some turtle, which they were cooking, and 
also some mais bread, which was a great treat. 
This chief wasi stressed in a very coarse check 
shirt, with abcwt a hundred holes in it, which 
I doubt npt was exhibited only when com- 
pany visi|bd him. Jhis, with a pair ol very 
coarse linen pantaloons, or rather breeches, 
fojs they ji^ached no lower dtown than his ’ 
knee, was all his dress, except a straw hat 
and w^hite feather. His skin was of a dirty 
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On leaving this viilage, we met a tlechero, 
going up to the army,^ and I found in it a 
friend of mine from Angostura, who informed 
me that the Suprjpme Chief had passed up 
the river with 300 men, and that 2500 had 


gone round by Margarita. I was disap- 
pointed at the Chief having left Angostura, 
before my arrival ; but it was useless tojepine. 
As w'e did not see him, it is likely Ho passed 
us in the night. 

My friend gave me a dozen large biscuits ; 
and on learning that I had neither rum nor 
sugar, he also gave me some rum and papil- 
lion, as they call it. This is put up in small 
loav es of soft, and often very black sugar, 
cast in a mould in shape like English loaf- 
sugar, but not weighing more ?ban from one 
to two pounds each. I proceeded to secure 
the biscuit and sugar, when, on tur^g round 
to get\he rum, the little ^boy, beloiWing to 
the sold ier's wife, said the priest tool! it from 
him, affcr the g'entleman in tVie bdht gave it 
to him uKoatf'ry to me. My frienu’s boat 
had passed on, an(J I ajfplied to the pyiest 
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for th'e, rum ; but the old practical thief de- 
nied eve]^' ^having seen' it, although the boy 
confronted him, and insisted on his having 

taken it from him. He called God to Avit- 
* « 

ness that he never saw it ! 


Two hours after sunset y^. arrived at Cay- 
cara. There the priest with the lieutenant’s 
wife left us ; and carried with them all they 
had been able to steal from the vessel, and 


from every individual in it. 

Next* day, about twelve o’clock, we pro- 
ceeded on our passage, feeling a sort of com- 
fort in having it in our power to leave such a 
wretched place, with its poor inhabitants, 
where I question much if even the priest 
would have any field for the exercise of his 
talents. We went ashore, as usual, in the 
afternoon to *tqpk some tasago ; and there 
found the ^id-flies uncommonly trouble- 
some. Orj^^breeze blew legions of them 
away ; a^d the same breeze replace^ them 
with a pew set of hungry ones, whiq^i bit us 
withoummercy. 6 

BefoAi^unset we sailed near one vf thosfe 
immensely high masses of rocl^ ,»*one piled 
over another, till they ai;e lost in the clouds. 
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On many of thes^ii ia varioug parts\j;’ the 
river, there a.ppeaf .pieces of hni^nse size, 
placed on the vety t^p, or sotoe part of* the 
precipice, and seemingly raised there, by hu- 
man ingenuity, assistM by‘ a power, with 
which we are at j^esent wholly unacquainted, 
for the purpose of appalling and terrifying 
those below. I possessed no means of ascer- 
taining their height. Between thte bases of the 
mountains and river, the space is covered 
with low brush-'wood at low water, ^t over- 
flowed at high-water. Banditti haunt the 
river sides at the former, and retire among 
the mountains at the latter period. 

These and many more, on the banks of the 
river, bear some resemblance to the Scottish 
scenery, described by Dr. Johnson, in his 
Tour to the Hebrides. “ They,” says he, 
“ exhibit very little variety almost 
wholly covered with dark heatjk and even 
that seems to be checked in its growth. What 
is not l^adi, is nakedness a little diwrsifled, 
by now^d the®)i a stream rushing dpwn its 
steep. An eye, i^ustbmed to flotjiry pas- 
tures, andi^ving fei^ests, is astonisaed and 
repelled by thist extant of hopeless ste- 



266 


EXPEDITION UP THE 


rilityin The , aj)pearance is that of matter 
incapablV^ of form or • usefulness, dismissed 
by rtature from her car^ and disinherited of 
her favours, left in its original elemental state, 
or quickened only with one sullen power of 
useless vegetation. Regi|)ns mountainous 
and wild, thinly inhabited, and little cultiva- 
ted, make a great part of the earth, and he 
that has neter seen Ithem, must live unac- 


quainted with much of the face of nature.” 

We^hre now arrived at Las Piedras ; and 
I passed on to the town, to enquire for the 
Commandant, whom I formerly stated as 
having been shot at by the robbers, after they 
had put him in the stocks. As might have 
been expected, he died a few days after our 
visit to that place, in our passage up the river. 


We sailed ? and, in the evening, were hailed 
by a Patriot vessel at anchor. We went 
along-side o^her ; and I remarked that the 
captain almost the only Creole I had seen 
who ac^^ with civility to the Englim. He 
asked me master, whom he had on biard, and 
if therwjyere any English ; and heVvas toW 
that thftre was an officer and a solars wife. 
He desired me to come on board his vessel. 
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and partake of what he had, ^nd he » sent 
some spirits and water ‘to the solflie/ s wife; 
and that too without taking any notice *of 
any of our Creole passengers, except the 
master ! He informed us of Bolivar's ap- 
pointment as President of Congress, and spoke 
in high terms of the speech he ha<l delivered 
oh that occasion. 

On the 7th of March, we ‘came to a 
village called Muitaco, about a mile from the 
coast. It had once been of considerable 
extent, but now its remains were about 50 
mud houses, scattered quite irregularly, upon 
more than a mile square of ground. The 
people seemed wretchedly poor, having no- 
thing but some cakes of casava. 

We were now drawing near the conclusion of 
our voyage ; and although for severfteen days 
I had been perpetually exposed the scorch- 
ing sun by day, and heavy dew night, I 
felt astonishingly improved in healthSv With 
the excep|;ion, indeed, of a few dayA after 
my first ^rrival in Angostura, I had/ now 
cortstantl 3 ^ slept ki the open air for^learly 
seven month? 4 ,,and, of course, had become 
used to it. 
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Two. dajcs jbefore our arrival in Angostura, 
we went* on shore to cook breakfast. It was 
on an extensive 8and-r»ank, and I wandered 
to some distance in search of eggs. I found 
the master on' the same pifrsuit. He was 
standing by a hole, dug Ki the outer margin 
of the sand, which he said had been the 
grave of an English officer, going up to join 
the army. It was quite empty ; the body 
havin" been dug up and devoured by the 
four-footed inhabitants of the woods. 

Such a siglit was highly calculated to ex- 
cite sensations, which the usual visitations of 
death fail to produce. Very probably in this 
place was lately deposited the body of one 
who had been bent on enterprize, and ardent 
in the pursuit of honourable fame. Youth- 
ful enthusiasm perhaps induced him to leave 
his native Jand, relations, friends, and. pro- 
bably ti^Tvhich the heart of feeling, of de- 
licacy^nd honour, alone can know. He had 
nearf reached the place, where his conduct 
migh raise him in the estimation of those 
he lo 1^, and waft his renown tc^those ^ar- 
distai t shores, where many a«-^xious heart 
beat hiffh for th^’ success of his heroic rleeds. 
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t * 

Like the bud, nipt by an untinaeiy frpfrt:, Hte 
was cut short in bis career, and ‘vunk pre- 
maturely, without a relative or friend, to do 
him the last mournful offices of humanity, or 
to pay that decent respect to his mortal re- 
mains, which habit ^nd the principles of our 
religion, teach every one to respect. 

1 stepped into the grave, being attracted 
by a slip of paper, which was nearly covered 
with sand, in hopes that its contents ^might 
lead to some truths respecting this hapless tra- 
veller, but it furnished none. It seemed to 
be part of a letter, written in English ; but 
dampness, or some other cause, had so obli- 
terated the characters, that I could trace only 
a very few unconnected words. Led into a 
train of reflections, I remained at this me- 
lancholy spot much longer than I ought, and 
was roused by one of the men w'ho had been 
in search of me to inform me tki t the fle- 
chero was then under weigh. ^ 

The clouds which lately , lowered oMer me 
now began to pass away, for we sctn got 
within sight of Angostura, the appeal knee of 
which I hailed with emotions of considerable 
pleasure. In that town I had many friends ; 
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sftid, alfliougb the time was but short since I 
left it, iv had been slow and lingering, and 
often, very often, I greatly felt their absence, 
when bending ^ under that load of the most 
depressing, heart-sickening suffering, which I 
had ever encountered, ai^c^^that too, exposed 
to the insulting brutality of the people with 
whom I had been obliged to associate. 

There are many in Angostura who detest the 
very appearance of a Briton-; but there are 
also some who admire them for their open, 
generous and benevolent^character, and for 
that valour which has, and, I trust long will 
continue to lead them through the perils of the 
fight, and crown them with unfading honour. 
When the foregoing cursory remarks will lose 
what alone can give them a short-lived exis- 
tence — their novelty ; when they have been 
looked over, ^d aside, and forgotten — when 
they haveiken swept down that rapid, that 
overwhoiming current of envious oblivion, 
which effaces so ipuch and spares so little — 
when 01“^ him who has here attempted to pour- 
tray wnat he has seen, and Vhat he has suf- 
fered, all the toils, and all the troubles, have 
ceased—when he has passed to that land of 
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forgetfulness, “ that undiscovered^ ’country 
from whose bourne np traveller returns;^’ it 
will then fall to the lot of the historian to in- 
form future generations; of the nameless hor- 
rors of these times; but he must soften the hi- 
deous features of Ihe tale, for, even if a true 
relation could be given of them, it never 
would be believed that such scenes, so re- 
volting to humanity, could have occurred 
among beings who wore the stamp of Tiuman 
nature. 
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CONCI.UDING OBSERVATIONS 
<• 

BY THE l?DITOR. 


As the following remarks on the influence of 
the American climate bear also/ on the United 
States, tliey cannot but interest the British 
reader. To show, therefore, that similar 
ideas have been impressed by the evidence of 
facts on other minds, the Editor be^s leave to 
((uote the following passage from Humboldt, 
the most enlightened traveller of^the present 
,day. That writer, it is true, does not on this 
point take quite so extensive a view, and his 
generalizations are more limited ; but still 
they corroborate the Editor’s remarkii. 

“ In China and Japan, those inventions are 
considered as recent, which have not been 

I 
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known ^ abo.v^ two thousand years : in the 
Europeat} colonies an event appears extremely 
old*, if it date back thil^e centuries, or about 
the period of the discovery of America. 

“ This absence o^ memorials, which cha- 
racterizes new nations, both in the United 

« 

States, an^ in the Spanish and Portuguese 
possessions, is well worthy of attention. The 
void has not only something painful to the 
traveller, who finds himself deprived of the 
most delightful enjoyments of the imagina- 
tion ; it has also an influence on the greater 
or less powerful ties, which bind the colonist 
to the soil on* which he dwells — to the form 
of the rocks surrou'nding his hut, and to the 
trees which have shaded his cradle. 

“ Among the ancients (the Phrenicians and 
the Greek?*, for instance) traditions and na- 
tional remembrances passed from the mother- 
country to„the colonies ; where, perpetuated 
from gjfneration to generation, they never, 
ceased to have a favourable influence on the 
opinions, the manners, and the policy, of the 
colonists. The climates of these first esta- 
blishments beyond the seas differed but little 
from those of the mother-country. The 
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Greeks of Asia-Minor and Sicily >Yere not 
strangers to the inhabitants of Argos, Athens, 
and Corinth, from \5Sh0m they boasted their 
descent. A great analogy of manners con- 
tributed to cement t^e union which was 
founded on religious and political interests. 
The colonists frequently offered the first fruits 
of their harvests in the temples of the metro- 
polis ; and when by some sinister accident 
the sacred fire was extinguished on the altars 
of Hestia, messengers were sent from the far- 
ther part of Ionia, to rekindle the flame at 
the l^rytaneion of Greece*. Every where, 
in Cyrene, as well as on the banks of the 
Majotis, the inhabitants carefully preservetl 
the traditions of the mother-country. Other 
remembrances, equally fitted to affect the ima- 
gination, were attached to the colonies them- 
selves. They had their sacred groves, their 
tutelary divinities, their local mythology, and, 
what gave life and durability to tl#e fictions 
of the first ages, they had pojets, who extended 
their glory as far as the metropolis itself. 


■ • Clavier. His. des |>remiers tenijM ile la Giece, t.,ii|, p. 67. 
t. 1, p. 188. 

T 2 
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“ Th^se advantages, and many others, are 
wanting in modern colonies. The greater 
part are settled in a zoiie, where the climate, 
the productions, the aspect of the sky, and 
the scenery of* the landscape, differ alto- 
gether from those of Eurqjje. The colonist 
vainly bestows on mountains, rivers, and 
valleys, those names, which call to his re- 
membrance the sites of the mother-country : 
these names soon lose their attraction, a'nd 
have no meaning with the generations that 
succeed. Under the influence of an exotic 
nature, habits are generated, that are adapted 
to new wants ; national remembrances are in- 
sensibly effaced ; and those that remain, like 
phantoms of the imagination, have neither 
a local habitation nor a name.” The glory 
of Don PeTlagio, and of the Cid Campeador, 
has penetrated even to the mountains and fo- 
reJits of America : the people sometimes pro- 
nounce d:hese illustrious names ; but they 
form no other notions of their existence than 
that of heroes belonging to some vague pe- 
riod of *fabulou8 times. * *' 

“ This foreign firmament, this contrast of 
climate, this pliv'sical *conformation of the 
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country, have a more decided effect qn the 
state of society in the ‘colonies, than the ab- 
solute distance of the pother-country. Such 
is the improved state of modern navigation, 
that the mouths of the? Oriyibco and of the 
Rio de la Plata, ,seem mo^e contiguous to 
Spain than in former times Phasis and Tar- 
tasuf did to the coasts of Greece and Phoe- 
nicia. We even obser\’e, .that,* in regions 
equally remote, the manners and traditions 
of Europe are more habitually prese|;Ved in 
the temperate zone, and on the ridges of the 
equatorial mountains, than in the plains of 
the torrid zone. Similarity of* situation con- 
tributes in a certain degree to maintain more 
intimate connexions between the colonists 
and the metropolis. . This influence of phy- 
sical causes in the state of infant societies is 
particularly manifested, when it concerns 
portions of people of the same^race, who 
have been recently separated from eaah otheri 
In traversing the regions of the Ne.w World, 
we imagine that we find more traditions, a 
greater freshness .in the remembrancer of the 
mother-country, wherever the climate pi^rmits 
the cultivation of corn. In .this point of view. 
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Penii3jlva3)ia, Netutr Mexico, and Cfaili, resem- 
ble those elevated plaim of Quito aad New 
SpViin, which' are ooveaed with oaks and with 
firs. 

“ Among the anfcients, history, rehgkms 
opinions, and the physicaistate of a country, 
■were linked together by indissoluble ties. 
The colonist must have renounced the '•faith 
transmitted^ to him * by his ancestors, could 
be have forgotten the aspect of the sites, and 
the aijcient revolutions of the mother-coun- 
try. With modem nations, religion no 
longer wears — if 1 may use the expression, a 
local tint. Christianity, in furnishing new 
ideas, and opening a wider range to the ex- 
ercise of the intellectual faculties-*— in declar- 
ing, that all nations of jnen that dwell on the 
face of the earth are made of one blood, and 
members of the same family, has weakened 
every exclusive sentiment, and has spread 
througlvboth worlds the ancient traditions of 
the East with those that are peculiarly its own. 
Nations of different origin, and discordant 
idioms^ have received from,, this common in- 
stitution common remembrances; and the 
estabhshment of the missions, after having 
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laid th6*fottndatioD of eivilization tu great 
fwrt of the New Contineot, has'given to cos- 
mogonic and religi^s ideas & marked •f>re- 
eminence over remembmnces that were 
merely national. * 

“ But this is qot all : the American colo- 
nies are almost all founded in countries, 
where the generations that are extinct have 
left scarcely any trace bf their existence*. At 
the mouth of the Rio Gila, on the banks of 
the Missouri, in the plains that extend to the 
east of the Andes, traditions date no farther 
back than a century. At Peru, Guatimala, 
and Mexico, ruins of edifices,»historical paint- 
ings, and monuments of sculpture, attest, it 
is true, the ancient civilization of the natives ; 
but inm whole province we find very few fa- 
milies, who have just ideas relative to the his- 
tory df the Incas, and of the Mexican princes. 
The native has preserved his Janguage, his 
dress, and his national character ; hut the dis- 


• If th^e effects in modern colonists were produced by 
difference of climate alone, the natives might still have their 
traditions, &C. But Biey have few or none ; ant> the uwiver- 
sality of this want, Humboldt might have seen,^could arise 
only from a mind-destroying climate. 
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appear^uice of the qnippus, and of {Tjnnbolid 
paintings, thh introduction of Christianity, 
and* ‘other circumstances^ which I have dse- 
where developed, have gradually extinguished 
historical and religioh» traditions. On the 
other hand, the colonist of European race 
dizains whatever relates to the conquered 
people. Placed between the remembrances 
of the mothfer-country, and those of the 
country where he first drew his breath, he 
considef^s both with equal indifference ; and 
in a climate where the equality of seasons 
renders the succession of years almost im- 
perceptible, he ‘abandons himself to the en- 
joyments of the present moment, and scarcely 
casts back a look on the times that are past. 

“ What a difference also between the mo- 
notonous history of modern colonies, and the 
varied picture exhibited by the le^slation, 
the manners^ and the political revolutions of 
the colonies of the ancients ! Their intellec- 
tual culture, modified by the different forms 
of their government, often excited the envy 
of mothea-countries, and, by this happy rival-* 
ship, arts and letters attained the highest de- 
gree of splendour ia Ionia, hi Graecia Magna, 
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and in Sicily. In our days, on tjie coqtrary, 
the colonies have neither histcfry, nor na- 
tional literature. Tl^se of the New Whrld 
have never had powerful neighbours, and 
there the state of societjr has. undergone only 
imperceptible che^ges. Without political 
existence, these settlements, formed for com- 
merce or for agriculture, have taken but a 
passive part in the gl^eat agitations of the 
world. 'Hie history of modern colonies af- 
fords but two memorable events-— their foun- 
dation, and their separation from the mother- 
country. The first of these events is rich in 
remembrances, which essentially belong to the 
countries occupied by the colonists ; but, far 
from recalling to mind the peaceful progress 
of industry, or the improvement of colonial 
legislation, acts of violence and injustice only 
protrude themselves on the scene. What 
charm can those extraordinary tippes present, 
when, under the reign of Charles the Fifth, 
the Castilians displayed more courage than 
virtue? and when chivalrous honour, like the. 
glory of arms, was sullied by fanaticism and 
the thirst of riches? The- colonists of mild 
character are freed by their situation from 
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national pr^udices, and appreciate' al their 
just value thfe exploits of the conquest. The 
men who figured at th^t period were Euro- 
peans ; they were the soldiers of die mother- 
country ; they.af^eal- m strangers to the in- 
habitiuats of the colonies ; three ages have 
been sufficient to dissolve the ties of Uood. 
Among the conquistadores, no doubt, some 
upright ancf generous men may be found ; 
but, mingled in the mass, they "have lieen 
unable, to escape the general proscription. 

“ I believe that I have indicated the prin- 
cipal causes, which in modem colonies have 
dispelled natidnal remembrances, without no- 
bly filling their place by others relative to the 
country newly inhabited. Tlus circumstance, 
we cannot sufficiently repeat, exwcises a 
great inflissnce over the .situation o^ the colo- 
nists. In the stormy times of a political re- 
generation^ they find themselves isolated, like 
a people who, renouncing the study of its 
annals, should cease to derive lessons of 
.wisdom from the misfortunes of preceding 

Whatever truth these observations of Hum- 
bold t may possci^s, has its foundation in the 
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following simple^Rciples which, havp escaped 
his observation, • ’ ;• 

Heat of climate j»encreases sensibility in 
proportion to its degree. Now it is a physi- 
ological law, thatwheh one,faculty is greatly 
encreased, it is , always at the expense of 
other faculties which are correspondingly di- 
minished. Hence, whenever sensibility ex- 
ists in a high degree, ’the othei* two faculties 
of the, mind — reasoning and volition — ^are 
found in a diminished proportion. , This is 
founded on the obvious truth, that every ma- 
chine (which the brain in this case is) per- 
forms one species of action better than it Can 
perform many ; and the same is true of all 
the animal functions. 

Moreover, heat of climate has a direct 
effect, not only in exciting sensibility (the first 
of th^ faculties), but in suppressing the ex- 
ercise of volition, the last of Jfjiem, and in 
fMidering exertion absolutely painful. Hence 
when rea^ning, the intermediate faculty, is 
at all employed by the natives of hot climates, 
it is always to obtain its ends by a meaner 
cunning and a shifting finesse, and never by 
that nobler exercise of the faculties in which 
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are displayec^ candour and ingenuousness, pa- 
tience and peleeverance. 

Thus it is, that in climates, reason- 
ing and volition are sacrificed to sensibility. 
Now, from this 'excesAve sensibility, it will 
be seen that all the other, faculties of the 
mind arise in tropical regions. Sensuality 
and selfishness spring from it at once ; and 
laziness and meanness kre as inseparable from 
the former of these, as conceit and obstinacy 
' are from the latter ; while fickleness, fraud, 
and treachery, are the agents which such a 
mind can easiest employ. 

Universal history, as well as physiological 
principles, declares the truth of this state- 
ment. 

In no age, have tropical climates displayed 
to us nations illustrious for tlieir knowledge, 
their virtue, and their valour. If even . the 
southern sh^es of the Mediterranean have 
ever possessed polished inhabitants, they were 
merely colonial, from temperate Asia, Phce- 
nicia, Greece, or Rome ; and they have at 
last yielded to the influence ©f climate. 4 

Such* regions may for a moment be free : 
they must for age.s be colonial and defxjndent. 
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At one time, the, Tartar from the mountains, 
by the direbtest route, and at Another, the 
rulers of the oceanj^ by a more circuitous 
one, have exercised the sway of Hindostan. 
Nature has as surely destined the indolent to 
obey, as the active to command. And it is 
well that she has ; for with indolence there is 
neither knowledge nor any other good ; while 
with activity there is both the fcapacity and 
the probability of all. 

In fact, a zone in the ancient worlcl, west 
of the Indus and north of the Mediterranean, 
includes every region on which the sun of 
science has ever shone, and we would say — 
ever will shine, if we might judge either 
from the preceding physiological principles, 
or from the historical and practical fact, that 
while other regions have slept in the darkness 
of unbroken night, various spots of this zone 
have been irradiated again and*^ain. Reli- 
gious men may conceive that this impugns 
the beneficence of God ; but it no more does 
so than the analogous fact, that some spots of 
a* garden are more favourable to vegetable 
life than others. • 

Why did not America discover Europe ? — 
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Because she .had not the intellect or the iur 

t i ^ ^ 

dustrj to conduct a • sail or a ’ rudder. A 
wretched canoe with c^fiwling paddles, con- 
structed in imitation of the vermin witli which 
she teems, was. the *inost ambitious of her 
achievements. The same cause which made 
her ignorant and indolent, will keep her so ; so 
long as her soil and her climate are the same. 
If the readet desire to know what the Euror 
pean colonists of America will become, he 
has only to enquire what the aborigines of 
America are. Before these crossed the 
Strait of Behring, they were not what they 
now are ; climate has made them so ; and 
climate will exert the same influence on their 
successors, whether from the east or the west, 
and whatever the vanity they may cherish. 
The Tartans of Ipdia are lost in the Hindoos, 
the Greeks of Egypt in the Copts, the Phoe- 
nicians of CJ^ithage in the Arabs of the Desert. 
Man opposed to great natural causes, is like 
an atom before the tempest. 

True it is that the aborigines of the British 
Isles were blue painted savages in the lime of 
the Romans. But it is not less true, that the 
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Roman writers every where be»r*testinlony of 
the extraordinary beauty of their persons, 
and surprising capacity of their minds — 
omens no where jecorded of the New World. 
Now it is to the generally moderate tempe- 
rature, yet extrenje variability of the climate, 
and to the frequently boisterbfis ocean sur- 
rounding the British Isles, that are owing, in 
a greater degree than is generally imagined, 
the fine physical organization, the intellectual 
resource, and the invincible courage of the 
fifteen millions of men who inhabit them. 
Moral circumstances may modify the in- 
fluence of physical causes ; but they never can 
entirely prevent their operation. A fertile 
soil and genial air must naturally produce a 
beautiful race of men ; a variable climate su- 
peradded to these, must create those necessities 
which excite in such men intellectual resour- 
ces ; and an ocean uncertain and often tem- 
pestuous surrounding them, must produce that 
familiarity with danger which teaches men to 
despise it. Now, from intellectual power and 
personal courage spring knowledge* and in- 
dependence, and love of liberty, and the de- 
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termination' to preserve it. Such men may 
be slaves for a moment : they must for ages 
be free. ^ 

Such are the heaven-favoured inhabitants 
of the British Isles. But, happily for huma- 
nity, these high bequests, ‘-are not bestowed 
on them for themselves alone. Excelling in 
docility, ingenuity, perseverance, and bra- 

4 * 

very, they are, by a happy geographical posi- 
tion, brought into contact with the most do- 
cile, ingenious, persevering, and brave of the 
inhabitants of Europe : and as Britain is in 
a great measure commercial, — as beneficial 
commerce can Be carried on only with nations 
which are rich, — and as despots and slaves 
are generally poor, while freeinen alone are 
opulent, it becomes most obviously the in- 
terest of Efritain that the continental nations 
should be free. 

. But to return to America, and first to the 
United States in particular. — The con- 
sideration of the national character of the in- 
habitants of the United States, so far as it has 
yet be«n developed, has been, inaccurately, 
as well a.s imperfectly, appreciated. A ques- 
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tion of natural and moral history haS been 
obscured by the passions of political party, 
with which it shouldAiave nothing to do ; and 
the advocates of^democraoy or of monarchy 
have exalted or vilified a pedple of whom po- 
litical enthusiasnj utterly disqualified them 
to judge. 

A dispassionate consideration of the origi- 
nal mode of colonization of the United States, 
of the more distinguished men who have il- 
lustrated their history, and of the influence 
of their climate on their inhabitants and their 
institutions, seems not ill,calculated to throw 
some light on this question. 

In reflecting on the original colonization 
of these States, we cannot help remarking 
that a.ssociations of transported felons were 
but unpromising seeds of a future moral and 
virtuous people. The mental organizatiorf 
and habits of men are propagawd, as well as 
their features. The Romans who sprang 
from an association of robbers vexed the 
world with their robberies, till the momeht 
when their institutions and their name were 
sw^ept from the face of Europe; a'hd the 
United States^ men (we vfish neither^ to ho- 
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nour ndpto disgrace them by the comparison) 
have their origin, more or less partially, 
from persons similarly expatriated. This 
propagation of o<*^anjzatior and crime may 
be lamentable, l>ut it is not untrue ; and it 
vindicates that awful sentence, so often 
carped at by infidels, by which the sins of the 
fathers are visited upon the children, unto the 
third and fourth generation. This theme, 
however, is far from being a grateful one; 
and as flie time is passed when the United 
States’ men might, like the ancients, have 
claimed gods, instead of criminals, as their 
progenitors, or have wTapped their origin in 
fable, we will hope that the blending of good 
organization and habit will at last completely 
neutralize the bad. — Let us pass to a more 
agreeable subject. 

The more distinguished men who have il- 
lustrated thfe history of the United States, it 
is worthy of observation, seem no longer to 
have successors. They appeared chiefly at 
the period of the assumption of independence ; 
and they assuredly had about them more of 
British* character than any of the United 
States’ men of the present day. Franklin, for 
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instance, was an Englishman in <? very respect 
but the accidental place of his birth. ^lis 
immediate progenitiiA- was English ; and his 
education, his iutellectpal organization, and 
even his physiognomical character, were en- 
tirely so. How little, amidst such circuip- 
stances, must be the influence of mere place 
of birth, when affecting^ single individual, or 
a single generation, every naturalist knows. 
With regard, then, to Franklin and ijie few 
other great men whom America could once 
boast, we unhesitatingly say, that she owes 
their greatness to English organization and 
English blood. With a more extended po- 
pulation, she can now boast of fewer illustrious 
men. 

A brief consideration of the influence of 
^^imate will shew, that the farther the inha- 
bitants of these States descend from their 
British origin, the less will they fStain of the 
British, and the more will they acquire of 
that Indian chiiracter which this all-power- 
ful influence is unceasingly impressing on 
them. 

God has, by the gentle and insensible in- 
fluence of climate, given* to the African,^ 

u 2 
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amiclst* his burning sands, that dark surface 
whiph, modern chjmistry has taught us, most 
rapidly radiates heat‘;^^nd he has, by* the 
same admirable jnfluence, maintained, among 
all the tribes of 'mankind, life, and health, 
aijd happiness. Hence tl;e cohaplexion of 
the skin deepens as we advance from northern 
regions fo equatorial^ ones — subject only to 
trifling exceptions from elevation of land, 
contiguity to the sea, the course of winds, 

and similar great yet subordinate causes. 

* 

With this increase of colour, increase the de- 
gree of sensibility, subtility, and artifice, and 
decrease muscular power, energy of action, 
openness of character, See. 

The red man of America, though of modi- 
fied colour, in this respect obviously ap- 
proaches the African; and to him are th^^ 
British settlers on his soil every day approxi- 
mating by the powerful, yet gentle, insensi- 
ble, and salutary influence of climate. 

Already, after a few genelfetions, has the 
Anglo-American acqirired that sallow com- 
plexion, that peculiarity of features, that 
“ ausfhmt quasi spirans vultus,” (which, in 
the children of Rnropean parents born, in 
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equatorial regions, we call Creole) t^nd that 
vanity and subtility df character which dis- 
tinguish the Indian, ^nd which*, by the ^me 
unceasing influence, must increase in every 
successive generation, till no trace of distinc- 
tion is left between them. The United Slates 
may, therefore, produce^ their great men^— 
men relatively great ; but they will bo men 
rather of Indian than of British genius. 
They will as vainly look for their Franklins 
and their Washingtons, as they do for those 
living prodigies of ancient days whose bones 
only are turned up in their soil. 

The same reasons, politically viewed, will 
satisfy the inquirer, that America never can 
lie the rival of Britain, as some people vainly 
suppose. The more populous she becomes — 
the more remote her people arefroiTi European 
origin, organization, and mind, the more will 
they be a feeble and colonial rjwe, and less 
formidable in every political relation. 

We^re anxious to state this, because it is 


a great political truth, and not because Up- 
ptw Canada becomes every day mor’fc essen- 
tially American, and fliay ultimately be 
wrested from us by the Upited States — or 
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because^ a province,* whose frontier of 800 
miles is oppolsed to some of their most fertile 
ancf thickest-settled territory, close to all their 
military resources, open throughout to sud- 
den inroad, and cut off, during more than half 
the year, from all communication with the 
nibther-country, cannot long be held by us, 
— or because Quebec, the key of the St. 
Lawrence, nught, by 20,000 men, with a 
well-appointed battering train, and under 
proper dispositions, be compelled to capitu- 
late within a fortnight after trenches were 
opened, almost all its works being com- 
manded, and the ramparts of the whole line 
of defence from the St. Lawrence to the 
Charles, being enfiladed from the opposite 
shore of the latter river, — or because, after 
the loss of Canada, New Brunswick and 
Nova Scotia could not be maintained, and 
the defence!; ^pf Halifax being turned towards 
the sea, that naval arsenal, once turned, 
would fall an easy conquest, — or, in fille, be- 
cause thus in the Western Hemisphere may ter- 
minate the power and the military influence bf 
Britain. These are motives of ;nere national 
interesfy and can have nothing to do with the 
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present question, especially as we are very 
sceptical about the benefit ac'cruing from 
these possessions, lyid should little regret 
their loss. 

In a nationaPpoint 6f view, however, it is 
certainly not unfortunate for us that this 
change of national character must ensuej^-- 
that the United States, increasing in popu- 
lation, cannot continufs to fight us w'ith our 
own renegade seamen, — that w ith men picked 
from these, they cannot man fleets,* as they 
have manned a few single ships, — and that 
these States must infallibly split into smaller 
ones. 

A federal republic, in extent equal to all 
Europe, cannot long hold together. The 
hjjcal interests of the States, and the ambi- 
tion of powerful individuals, nfust sow the 
seeds of division. A line drawn from the 
mouth of Chesapeake Bay to tjie head of it, 
and thence to Fort Pitt, at the head of the 
Ohio, forms two divisions, of which one 
constitutes the Northern, the other the 
Southern Stated: the former being»commer- 
cial, and the latter agricultural, ar* .utterly 
(^poSed in interests. even subordinate 
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subdivisions of these Slates must take place. 

' * I 

Louisia , Ktentucky, Tenassee, and the Flo- 
ridas, must become independent. Tlie States 
on the sea coast from New England to Cape 
Florida must in . time' also'^'divide ; and the 
great rivers which flow fron[i the Apalachian 
chain into the Atlantic oceaii must become 
the frontiers of independent States. 

Though, h\.)we\er, the United States thus 
present nothing formidable to- Britain, and 
though , a writer, wlio seems to know them, 
says of her people that “ they are ever- 
craving, never gratified ; .sturdy, impudent 
beggars; too pfoud to acknowledge an obli- 
gation, but sneaking, sly, and circumventing 
in obtaining the substance of it ; guided 
solely by interest, and condescending to apy 
meanness to appease power which they can- 
not resist, though vain, shameless, hectoring, 
fierce, and ipsolenl, where chance gives them 
a suitable opportunity to indulge them- 
selves yet in a commercial point pf view, 
these States are of the very highest impor- 
tance to «us, since we export. ‘to them almost 
as mu^l] as we do to the whole of Europe. 

Nor should this, be our only motive for 
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cultivating the relations of a^mity yith the 

United States. M. dd Talleyrand, in his ex- 
cellent Memoir, has^ observed of the Ameri- 
cans, that “ all their habits assimilate them 
to the English. Iden1;ity ol language is a 
fundamental relation, on whos5 influence we 
cannot too deeply meditate. This identify 
places between the men of these two coun- 
tries a common character, whicB will always 
make them attach themselves C se prendre ) to, 
and recognize each other. They wilf mutu- 
ally think themselves at borne when they tra- 
vel into each other’s country. They will have 
a reciprocal pleasure in the 'interchange of 
their thoughts, and in every discussion of 
their interests. But an insurmountable bar- 
rier is raised up between a people of dif- 
ferent language, who cannot urter a word 
without recollecting that they do not belong 
to the same country — between jdiom every 
transmission of thought is an irksome labour, 
not an enjoyment — who never come per- 
fectly to understand each other — witlfwhom 
the result of conversation, after the ‘fatigue 
of* unavailing .efforts, is to find theraselves 
mytually ridiculous.” 
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Such being fho case, let us ardently hope 
that peace between the' two countries will be 
lasting. 


To South America in particular, -the 
preceding reasons are still mere applicable, be- 
cause the causes which they develope are still 
more powerful in tropical regions. But we 
hav',e here to consider the practical conduct of 
the South American government. On that 
subject,*we will not venture beyond the evi- 
dence of facts ; yet The testimony of the pre- 
ceding pages, and the following extracts of the 
reports of all tl'ie recent writers on the subject 
of Columbia and its Government, will go far 
to justify the epithet of “ the villain^s home” 
which an indignant writer has happily applied 
to America in general. 

Of the CHIEFS and the POLITICAL 
STATE of, COLUMBIA, the author of 
an ACpouNT of a voyage in the Two 
Friends, says-*-” Bolivar, whose devotion 
and amor patrim we had been taught to 
admire *as a splendid imitation of the heroic 
and nt)ble Romans of the best ages of that 
Commonwealth,, was described as a mere 
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bravo, coarse, cruel, arbitrary .and vindictive, 
devoting to destruction all who opposed^ his 
power or questioned th^ policy of his measures; 
alike insatiable in ambition apd vanity, sacri- 
ficing the advantages of victory and the pur- 
suit of successes, ^o the parade of celebrating 
a triumph. Disgusted with the system of 
one less formidable to his enemies^ than dan- 
gerous to his friends^ whose darling passions 
menaced with destruction their legitimate 
hopes, and the objects of their co-op*eration, 
the respectable leading characters of Vene- 
zuela had retired from the contest y leaving 
to the worst part of the insurgents the issue 
of a revolution, which had dawned with the 
brightest promise, but now foreboded the 
most distres’sing results. Fortress after for- 
tress submitted again to the power of Spain, 
while provinces followed each other in rapid 
succession, seceding from the cause, aban- 
doning the wild, trackless, and extensive de- 
serts of the interior, to the irregular bands 
of insurgents. — The mass of the population 
of the Spanish Main, though well endowed 
by nature, were described as yet unpf'epared 
bol/i by habits and feelings ,^'or the enjoyment 
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of rational liberty and independence ; blind, 
bigoted and infatuated, they were rendered 
the ready ■ victims of t^ie priesthood, and 
the instruments, of designing men. — The re- 
volting cruelties that disgraced both sides 
of the contest, and the vudillating character 
of the people, presented forniidalile and in- 
surmountable^ difficulties to the progress of 
independence.” 

Major Flinter says, “ The people of South 
America demanded concessions from Spain, 
and withheld their assistance at a moment 
when their mother country was engaged in one 
of the most glorious struggles that the page 
of history records ; when, with the excep- 
of Cadiz, the whole of the Peninsula was 
occupied by the legions of Bonaparte ; and 
this most ungrateful ollspring, niost ungene- 
rously took advantage of the moment, when 
the sun of its* parent's glory was on the verge 
of setting for ever — when her limbs were fet- 
tered by the chaiiis of despotism, to stri ke 
the fatal blow and consummate her fall. 
Great as mav be our enthusiasm in the cause 
of liberty, yet, purchased at '^the price of 
honoun and gratitude, it loses much of 
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splendour. — They (speculators4fr6m England) 
do not join a disciplined army, enthusi'^tic 
in the cause of libersy, but a horde of naked 
savages, proivling in search of plunder, sub- 
sisting on the precarious food, derived from 
the spontaneous productions of the for^t, 
and headed by a set of wretches, who would 
disgrace a gibbet. But even shpuld those 
who have arrogated to themselves the ill- 
placed title of patriots, succeed in expelling 
the Spanish party out of the Caraccas, the 
consequence will be, that a government will 
be established on the same principles as that 
of St. Domingo, with many chiefs, exercis- 
ing the most despotic sway over their slaves, 
and engaged in continual hostility with each 
other.” 

Of Bolivar, Colonel Hippislev says, 
“ The smallness of his stature, and the mean- 
ness of his figure and physiogBomy, would 
rather create contempt than respect; nor 
would he seem entitled tb command obe- 
dience to his orders, if the fire of his eyes, in 
sudden gusts of passion, and moments of 
displeasure, did not tell you, that Bolivar 
huoself knew, and felt that he could not 
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only thheaten“but execute vengeance. He 
possesses neither gratitude, ho7ionr, liberality, 
sympathy, nor humanity; yet he pretends 
that his heart and dipposition are congenial 
to all those s,entiments, and constantly act 
in, unison. — Personal courage he is gifted 
with, even to a fault. He has, however, 
never yet achieved any action worthy of re- 
nown, or equal to the real intrepidity with 
which he is endowed ; because reason, judg- 

i 

ment, and even necessary discretion, have 
been wanting. — He has neither talent nor 
abilities for a .general, and especially for a 
commander-in-chief. The numerous mistakes 
he has made throughout the whole of his 
campaigns for the last eight years, have nearly 
desolated the provinces, and armihilated the 
population. The repeated surprises he has 
experienced from the enemy (already se- 
ven), prove Vny assertion, and bear me out 
in declaring, that any one of them would 
have djisgraced a corporal’s guard. — Tactics, 
movement, and manoeuvre, p,re as unknown 
to him as to the lowest of his troops. All idea 
of regularity, system, or the coinmon routine 
of an army, dt jeVen a regiment, he is-lo- 
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tally unacquainted with. Rente jfl'ise all 
the disasters he meets, the defeats he su^rs, 
and his constant obligations to retreat when- 
ever opposed to^the foq. The victory which 
he gains to-day, however dearly purchased, 
(of which his list -of killed and missing, if Jie 
calls for or keeps such details, must evidently 
convince him), is lost 4;o-morro,w,< by some 
failure or palpable neglect on his part. Thus 
it is that Paez was heard to tell • Bolivar, 
after the action at Villa del Cura, That he 
would move off his own troops, and act no 
more with him in command ; adding, ‘ I 
never lost a battle wherein I acted by myself, 
or in a separate command ; and I have always 
been defeated when acting in concert with 
you, and under your orders.' — Zw 'victory — 
in transient prosperity — he is a tyrant^ and 
displays the feelings and littleness of an 
upstart. He gives way to sudden gusts of 
resentment, and becomes^i in a moment, a 
madman*and (pardon the expression) a^black- 
guard ; throws himself into his h^mock 
(which, is constantly slung for his use), and 
litters curses • and imprecations upon all 
aiwind him, of the most dl^ilsting anxl dia- 
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bolical ftatu^e.* defeat, in danger, in re- 
trea,t, he is perplexed, harassed and contemp- 
tible even to himself, -^--weh^xed down by 
disasters, which he has neither skill nor 
strength of mind to encounter, to lighten, or 
tQ remove. In this state, he appeared to me 
at the retreat to and from San Fernando, 
when he looked the, image of misery and 
despair.” 

But the greatest crimes of this man are 
his murders ; and of these the most atrocious 
are those of the great and good Miranda and 
General Piar. 

o * 

Of Miranda, Colonel Rafter says, “He 
had quitted Caraccas, while the Royalists 
were entering it, and on the evening of the 
29th of July, he also arrived at La Guyra, 
with the intention of sailing next morning, 
in an English schooner, called the William, 
on board which, all his baggage and effects 
had been previously embarked. That night, 
he supped with ‘Bolivar and sevei^l other 
officers,^ who appeared quite happy to have 
him among them, and conversed with free- 
dom on their approaching separation, and 
their hopes of ►meeting again in happier 
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times. Miranda retired to bgd> where the 
pleasing ideas excited’ by the near prospect 
of escape were sooi> interrupted by the en- 
trance of Boli^r and attepdants, armed, 
^ who placed him in arrest, ahd confined him 
in a dungeon in Eort Collorada, by order of 
Dpn M. Casas, military commandant ofXa 
Guyia, who immediately declared for Mon- 
teverde, (a circumstance of whicli Bolivar was 
well aware) and delivered the place, into the 
bauds of the Royalists the next morliing. — 
Miranda was sent from La Guyra to Puerto 
Cavello*, and afterwards to Porto Rico, 
whence he was transferred to the prison of La 
Cartaca in Cadiz, where he died some time 
after, not without strong suspicions of foul 
means having been made use of to effect it. 
The circumstance of his arrest has thrown a 
deep shade on the fame of Bolivar, and has 
placed, in a strong and glaring pUnt of view, 
the base ingratitude of his countrymen. 

Of Piar, Major Flinter says, “ This 
man was; a mulatto, a native of the i^and of 

‘ • At La Giiyra, Miranda ^as chained in a dung^n, where 
he had nothing 'hu2 straw to lie upon, and where he was fre- 
qiMiNitly lip to his ancles in wnter. 
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Carap<^ and be^n actively employed in 
the insurgent service, since the commence- 
menl: of the revolution, vand was noted for 
being brave an^ persevering ^ Ae accused Bo- 
livar of cowardice^ and refused to serve under 
Aiih, and in consequence with a large body 
of people of colour, he detached himself from 
his command, and acted independent of his 
orders. — Bohyar finding the great influence 
which Piar was likely to obtain among the 
people 6f colour, meditated his destruction ; 
he sent many emissaries among Piar’s trOops, 
for the purpose of assassinating him, which, 
however, they were never able to effect. Bo- 
livar therefore resorted to stratagem : he 
addressed a letter to Piar, couched in the 
most friendly terms, offering to bury every 
past occurrence in oblivion, and impressing 
upon his mind the imperious necessity of 
uniting theliwforces to oppose the Spaniards, 
and requested an interview, in order to concert 
measures for combined operations. To these 
terms Viar readily assented^ and forthwith 
repairecf to the head-quarters of Bolivar, 
without attendants, and unarmed. The mo- 
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mmt he arrived, Bolivar ordered Jkm to be 
seized and secured^ and to be immediately 
shot.” 

Colonel Hippisley says, “ JBolivar gave him 
the form of a court-martialj which he was 
tried, and condemned to be shot ; and the sen- 
tence was carried into execution two months 
previous to our arrival^ The chair on which ^ 
the unfortunate general sat when shot, is left 

as a memento for public inspection 

^ • 

Of the Chauacteh of the A»mv, 
Mr. Hackett says, “The patriot forces 
were reduced to a state of 'the greatest po- 
verty, totally devoid of discipline, and not 
one-fourth provided with proper military 
arms, the remainder being compelled to re- 
sort to bludgeons, Jtnives, and* such other 
wejtpons as they found most readily procura- 
ble. — In clothing they were sti]l» more desti- ' 
tute and deficient, in most instances merely 
consisting of fragments « of coarse cloth 
wrapped round their bodies, and j/eces of 
t!ie raw buffalo* hide laced over thdr feet as 
a substitute ^r shoes, which when hardened 
by the -sun’s heat, they again render pliant 

. . X 2 * 
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by imnikrsion in the Jfirst stream at which 
they chanced to arrive. — A blanket with a 
hole cut in the middle, lef. over the head, and 
tightened round ^the body by buffalo thong, 
has been frequently the dress of the officers*, 
and one of them who wit^iessed the fact, 
assured me that such was actually the uniform 

of a British Colonel (R .) who was at that 

time in the Independent service. Whilst 
these gqptlemen thus described the patriot 
habilimehts, they commented in the strongest 
language on tlijte impolicy and imprudence of 
proceeding to serve in conjunction with an 
army barefooted and in rags, provided with 
such splendid uniforms as we had been 
obliged to procure ; and ridiculed the strange 
contrast which our dresses and those of the 
patriots would exhibit in the field ; observing, 
that such clothes would he alone sufficient to 
excite the jealousy of the natives, to whose 
eagernessfor their possession, we should almost 
inevitably become ti sacrifice. — The Indepen- 
dent armies march in hordes,^ without order 
or discipline ; their baggage conshting of 
little mdre than the scanty covering on their 
baeWs. .They are. totally destitute of tentsij 
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arid in* their encampments observy^ neither 
regularity nor system. Th*e • commanding 
officers are general^ mounted, and likewise 
such of the others as are able to provide 
themselves with horseJS or .mules, the latter 


of which are in ^reat plenty.* — In every oc- 
currence a total want of system in the leaders 
was evident : each merely made the cause a^ 
pretext or cloke for Ris own private views : 
there are no laws or regulations to bind them, 
or even to control their inclinations, each 


possessing absolute arbitrary poxver\ without 
a sentiment of honour, justice^' or humanity." 
The Author of an Account of a 


Voyage in the Two Friends, says, “The 
most formidable part of their troops were 
irregular bodies of cavalry, wrapped in 
blankets by day, which served them for co- 
vering at night ; their services, like those of 
the cossacks, better calculate^ » for the de-* 
struction of a dispersed enemy, than to pro- 
cure a victory. Their equipments' were in 
every way wretched : shoes were knr/vn only 
as luxuries to * the superior officers of the 
army, while^the inferiors were reduped to the 
jjecessity of swathing their feet in the ireek- 
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ing skifv^ of , their slaughtered animals. Li- 
l>erty was the*^ delusive war-cry, while the 
cbie^'tains exercised the authority of despots 
over their wretched dependants, character- 
izing the warfare, as rather that of partisans, 
than of patriots.” 

Colonel Hippisley says, “ Sedeno's 
cavalry were composed of all sorts and 
sizes, from th\3 man tb the boy ; from the 
horse to the mule. Some of the troopers 
with sacjllles ; very many of them without ; 
some with bits, leather head-stalls, and reins ; 
others with rope-lines, with a bight of the 
rope placed ovei* tl^e tongue of the horse as 
a bit ^ some with old pistols hung over the 
saddle-bow, I cannot call it the pummel, 
either incased in tiger-skin or in ox-hide 
holster pipes, or hanging by a thong of hide 
on each side. As for the troopers themselves 
■they were from thirteen to thirty-six or forty 
years of age — black, brown, •sallow com- 
plexion, according to the casts of their pa- 
rents. 'iThe adults wore large mustachios, 
and short hair, either woolly or black, ac- 
cordingetp climate or descent. ^Mounted on 
misil^le, half-staryed, jaded beasts, whetlier 
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hbfse or mule, some without trowsera/ small*- 
clothes, or any coverifig except a" bondage of’ 
blue cloth or cott<jp round their loins’,' the 
end of which passing between their legs, 
fastened to the girth rdund the waist ; others 
with trowsers, bijt without stdckings, boots, 
or shoes, and a spur generally gracing the 
heel on one side ; and some wearing a kind 
of sandal made of hide, with the hairy side 
outward. A blanket of about a yard square, 
with a hole, or rather slit, cut in the centre, 
through which the wearer thrusts his head, 
falls on each side of his shoulders, thus co- 
vering his body, and leaving his bare arms at 
perfect liberty to manage his horse, or mule, 
and lancet Sometimes an old musket (the 
barrel of which has been shortened twelve 
inches) forms his carbine ; and ^ith a large 
sabre, or hanger, or cut-and-thrust,* or. even 
a small sword, hanging by a le^er thong to ' 
his side, together with either a felt hat, a 
tiger-skin or hide-cap, on 'his head, with a 
white feather, or even a piece of wlrfte rag, 
stuck into it, tllese troopers of the llegion of 
Sedeno appesy comJ)lete,and ready fcmaction. 
a>»;Faez^s cavalry are much*spperior in poiftt of 
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dfi’ess, a^eanance, and good condition of th*eir 
"horses. Thel*e are nonfe of them so naked as 
som'e of Sedenb’s legion ^ but they consist of 
some without boots, shoes, or any body co- 
vering, except their blS.nket, which is the ne- 
cessary appendage to the general uniform.” 

Mr. Brown says of their Navy, “ On their 
(the gun-boats) coming alongside, we were 
surprised to find thntthey were manned en- 
tirely hy wild and savage-looking Indians . — 
We were here reinforced by two large boats, 
on board one of which was Commodore Dias. 
— The people in these boats presented, if pos- 
sible, a more savage and fantastic appearance 
than those of our own. They were of both 
sexes, entirely naked ; their bodies and long 
strait hair were daubed all over with red 
ochre ; therf arms and legs were bound round 
with string made of the fibres of the cocoa 
' tree, and planted in a variety of figures. This 
is done while in their infancy, and occasions 
their limbs to sweU above the bandage, which 
product a very singular appearance.” 

Of thef? Army, he observes, “The troops 
that wo, found here (at Old ^uyana) pre- 
sent^ the most piiserable appearance, ^ 
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greater part of the privates being moite 
than thirteen or fourteen yeafs. age,, and 
tottering under the weight of -their mulcts; 
they were principally blacks ; some of them 
wearing a uniform, and others having only a 
piece of linen round the loins. , They had ob- 
tained these uniforms from the military 
stores brought by the brig Hunter, from 
England. The mptto» on their, caps, veneer* 
0 morir, did not seem well calculated for 
such a wretched-looking set of beings. — The 
rifle corps (of Bolivar’s guard), in number 
abotit two hundred and seventy, were all 
Sambos. They were equipped in the rifle 
accoutrements, and were all of very lovv sta- 
ture. So limited M-^as the extent of their en- 
thusiasm in the cause, that a great part of 
these men had been compelled to nftarch in 
irons, to the place of embarkation. They 
were little better than wild Indians ; and the , 
women that followed them wefe naked, and 
most disgusting objects. ^ They had been 
forced from their native missions jpto the 
service, and numbers of them hac^ already 
deserted. — An officer has but a poor prospect 
in going with these kind of troops* into the 
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field, cannot possiWy expect to obtain 
any creait|| as* they throw away their 
arms, upon the- least failure of their attack, 
and will precipitately retire in the greatest 
disorder. Their disposition is'such, that they 
would much tether carry a large piece of 
sug^r-cane to employ thfemselves on the 
march, than their muskets, of which they 
try to disencumber themselves on the first 
opportunity. — General Bermuda’s division, 
presented, if possible a more wretched ap- 
pearance than any I had hitherto seen ; the 
greater part of them wearing a pair of coarse 
trowsers, but destitute of every thing else, 
except that some of them had the remnants 
of a straw hat. They were all in possession of 
muskets ; and a few of them had a bayonet 
and a cartridge-box slung on their bare backs 
with a piece 9f string, the bayonet exposed 
.without its spabbard. The men were prin- 
cipally blacks* of St. Domingo, or runaway 
slaves from the colonies, who had thus ex- 
changed^ their lot for worse than slavery, 
being enticed by the deluding sound of in* 
dependence and liberty, of which, in fact, 
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they only enjoyed the. name, .fOr they were 

still governed with barbarity ai;id despotism/' 
•As to their charavteir, he further says*, “ I 
will insert a shnrt account of this review, as 
, it will give gome idea of the troops of Mar- 
garita. With th« exception of one battalion 
of two hundred men, they were destitute of 
any uniform, and I m^y say almost of cloth- ‘ 
ing. — The order in which they arrived was 
two and three deep. Father and ^ were 
together; and following close behind^ in the 
interval^ was the grandson ^ carrying their 
provision, SCc. A great number of them 
were without muskets; and very few of those 
that had them, were in possession of the 
bayonet belonging to it. Our laboratory 
.tent* was pitched at the end of ^ the square, 
at the door of which was placed a large table, 
*®)vered with a crimson velvet cloth -f, richly 
decorated with gold. — The Governor (General 
Gomez), and Arismendi, took their seats at 


• This is a large tent, which is always attached an artil- 
Idty dep6t, for the arfillerymen to make up their tiKnmunition, 
fuid shells in. 

t This was aviiipntly a prize taken out of some* ^urch. 
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this ta^e, dnd the <juestion*was put to each 
of ps as we passed singly in rotation, if we 
had any complaint to^pi^er ; and our names 
were entered (.as citjizens) m the military 
books. Our answer was not ^ very cottso-, 
nant to our feelings ; yet k would have been 
to no purpose to have uttered a complaint, as 
that would Jiave only rendered our situa- 
tion more unpleasant, and perhaps seriously 
grievous. — This tedious process (in perfect 
harmony with the trifling and prosing cha- 
racter of these people) lasted until two 
o’clock, and in ^the afternoon we were ordered 
out to manoeuvre. After going through the 
brigade duties, with great credit to own re- 
cruits, the cavalry and infantry were ranged 
in order of battle, abd we opened a brisk 
fire upon them. At length the cavalry, ela- 
ted with a scene so unusual to them, charg^ 
our guns, thinking to throw us into confu- 
sion ; but they met with so warm a recep- 
tion, that the results of it occasioned us the 
greatest^ mirth for some time, as it fully 
proved tlie mettle and discipline of their 
animafs! They commenced the attack, and 
were greeted \»{ith the discharge of 
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guns in all directions ;* each piebe finng iri+ 
dependently. As soon as the smoke cleared 
away and rend^ej^ifobjects distinguishable, 
we perceived a great number .of horses lying 
,in the dust in front of our guns, apparently 
deprived of all motion. At first we were 
tempted to believe that we had done some 
serious mischief, but in a short Japse of time 
we* were agreeably undeceived ; for it proved 
that the close connexion they had hacWith us, 
had not been so interesting, or redounded so 
much to thair honour, as they had antici- 
pated. — The next day the whole of the troops 
were reviewed by General Arismendi and 
Admiral Brion ; and the salutes, &c. custo- 
mary on these occasions, were performed by 
the Independents, though in a manner which 
would have appeared highly ridiculous to 
any British regiment. — The artillery, which 
was mancBuvred by drag-ropes, Was preceded 
by Governor Gomez, in advance of whom 
were two ragamuffin drummers, imme- 
diately in our j’ear followed the iniantry ; 
and, to close the line of march, the impreg- 
nable cavalrtpl*! have mentioned. *^n this 
-Ojder we marched in ordinary time past the 
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Generis, tq whom we pmd the usual com- 
pliipent. As. soon as the whole of the troops 
^had passed, the artillel||H|^r making a long 
circuit) were ordered* to take up their- origi- 
nal ground, w,here, we untimbered and fired* 
a salute, which closed this 'grand review.” 

He farther says, “ General Urdimeta, Ge- 
neral Valdes, and their staff arrived about 
this period from Angostura. The former was 
to command the expedition from this place, 
destined for the Main, and composed of the 
British troops, artillery, and a battalion of 
natives. No sponer was the arrival of these 
two generals known, and the errand they 
came upon, than our native artillerymen^ to 
the number of one hundred, took their arms 
and desert€;4 to the mountains, resolving not 
to proceed on any expedition from the island, 
saying that^they should be served in the same 
manner as Marino^s men (never suffered to 
return) ; but that it * might be very well for 
the English troops to go, ^ i:hey had no tie 
to keep l^em. So much for •the zeal, enthu- 
siasm, and sqDtiments of nearly five thousand 
of the' republicans ! — Genersil^Gomez (late 
Qoverndr) was ordered to attend the e^e- 
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dition, in command df a party of the Natives, 
and preparations were made for "that purpose 
on the part of the Irtish. Yet our brighde, 
and in fact the wfflre of the natives destined 
to depart, still ’continued in. lhe mountains, 

* and bade defiance to all orders that were is- 
sued for their immediate mustering. Through 
such conduct, and by this reluctance to per- 
form their duty of lehding the way to the 
thickest of the battle, they opened a fine 
prospect to those who were to ma^ into 
the field with them. The sons of Margarita, 
who had been held up as the heroes and li- 
berators of the New World, fled to the 
mountains when summoned to the onset, and 
basely refused to accompany their allies, the 
British, to the opposite coast !” 

Of their Brutal Mode of Warfare, 
Mr. Hackett says, “Nor should I omit re- 
ferring to tho exterminating and ferocious 
principle on which the war w carried on ; 
each, side bein^ko enfuriated agaijifst the 
oliierby a lotig frain of barbarities add cold- 
blooded slaughter, as to render it alipest ne- 
cessary for thi^se who actually engage in the 
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$truggl«\, to divest their ininds of every feeling 
of humanity; and prepare themselves to be 
not "only witnesses of. , ^ t participators in, 
acts of the most revolti^^d indiscriminate 
brutality. — Unhappily the work of death 
terminates nob with the battle, for on what- ‘ 
soever side victory rests, the events which 
immediately succeed those sanguinary strug- 
gles ar6 such as must' cast an indelible stain 
upon the Spanish- American Revolution. The 
engag^ent is scarcely ended, when an in- 
discriminate massacre of the prisoners lakes 
place; nor is the slaughter only confined to 
the captives ; the field also undergoes an in- 
spection, when the helpless wounded are in like 
manner put to the sword. It is a melanOToly 
truth, that the sanguinary and ferocious cha- 
racter of the warfare, which has reflected 
lasting disgrace on the contending parties on 
‘ the pontineNt^of South America, also governs 
the proceed^^s of jhe hostile navies ; the 
indiscriminate; destructioa^of prisoners, is 
most ^'jnerally accomplished jby, compelling 
the ill-feted captives to pass through the 
ceremc^, which is technically called walking 
the pl|^k. For .this purpose, ^ plank is 
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made fast on the gangjvay of, the ship, with 
one end projecting some feet beyond the side ; 
the wretched victwillfare then forced, in suc- 
cession, to proceed along the .fatal board, and 
precipif ate themselves from its extremity into 
the ocean; whilst those who, instinctively 
clinging to life, hesitate prompt obedience to 
the brutal mandate, afe soon compelled, at^ 
the point of the spear, to resign themselves 
to a w^atery grave, to avoid the aggravated 
cruelties of their inhuman conquerors.” - 
'Mr. Brown says, “During the time we 
were at Angostura, I one afternoon, in com- 
pany with another officer, went about two 
milpif from the gates, and proceeded to a 
part where the advanced posts of the Royalists 
had been stationed, at the time of the attack 
made by the Patfiots on this place, in th© be- 
ginning of 1817. On our road to this post, 
in order to see tts situation, we passed through 
a field of remarkably high grass, which rose 
above our heads ; here we were siyprised 
the appeiarance of a great heap of human 
bones : on searching farther we discovered 
in different pi[aces several hundred Skeletons, 
.^oiiie of which were quite’ perfect. This was 


V 
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evident!^ the {ilace vhere the last effort of 
resistance was .made by the Spaniards ; and 
upon’a strict examinatiotkwe were convinced, 
from' the marks found upovt> two-'fhirds of 
the skulls, that they had been dispatched by 
their conquerors in cold biood, after being 
ma^e prisoners, and left unburied amongst 
• the killed of the Patriots, to feed the wild 
beasts and zamoras (or black vultures). On 
our rebifn we passed the burying-ground of 
the citizens of Angostura, which is about a 
mile from the town, and close to a convent 
now converted into a hospital ; here we wit- 
nessed another sight still more horrid than 
the one we had left. A number of 
black vultures were tearing the body of a 
recently buried man out of his grave, and 
hadisalready devoured the flesh of his legs ; 
they continued their shocking feast until we 
came' close “t® them, and they, then unwib 
lingly hopped a few yards out of the way, 
evidently bent oh resuming their meal as 
soon asSve should pass. A native who was 
coming from the hospital, gave us to underp- 
sttmd^ ^ith the greatiest uncontjern, that t^ 
was a vpry commogi'^scene, as a body never jpex^ 
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maintd under ground* many • r^inutes aftir 
it was committed to the earth.. The mapner 
in which they bury iibem is by digging a hole 
about one foot deep, apd spreading in it the 
, hide of an ox lately kilfed ; the body is then 
placed naked on a;he hide, a little earth is 
thrown over it- as a covering, and it is thus 
left to be torn up in a, few miputes by the ‘ 
beasts and birds of p^ey.” 

Major. Flintrr says, “ Du rini^jiny re- 
sidence in the province of Caraccas,’at a very* 
critical period, I had not only an opportunity 
of observing every part of the country, ahd 
the disposition of its inhabitants, but also the 
condgtet of the Spanish government , 
the natives ; and I do not hesitate a moment 
in declaring, that it was always humane and 
condliatoty, whilst, on the contrary, tht In- 
surgent leaders have continually endeavoured 
to outvie each olhef in acts 6f barbarity.— Hhe 
line of conduct pursued by the Patriots' 
in murdering all the prisoners who ha4 the 
mi^ortune to fall, into their power, Coippelled 
the Spanish commander to give no quarter, 
and many .tmfcjtunate men perished on both 
'jsidess*' 

Y 2 
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* Of t^e WkoEtchedness of the Coun- 
try,, Mr. Hackett says, “ The inforina-* 
tion received from the «Officers in the Pa- 
triot-service tOrwhdm I have just referred, 
was to the following ‘ purport ; they assured 
us, that in consequence of Ahe extended du- 
ration of the war, and the. exterminating 
principle upon which ;t had been conducted, 
the country in general displayed one uniform 
scene devastation and wretchedness. — 
The sufferings which the Independents un- 
dergo during their campaigns, from th§ diffi- 
culty of procuring food, are most severe ; 
mules’ flesh, wild fruits, and some dried corn, 
which they carry loose in their pockets, fre- 
quently constituting the whole of their sub- 
sistence : and Me were confidently assured, 
that the army under General Bolivar has even 
often been ibr days together dependent for 
support solely upon- the latter description of 
provisions and water. Pay was now totally 
unknown to them, in consequence of the 
utter ^haustion of their resources ; and, 
however successful they might eventually be, 
there existed no probability yh9.tever, that 
they would event then possess the mean# 
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affording pecuniary cpmpenfi^.tion to those 
who may have participated in the struggle. 
— I dined several times with the General (he 
is second in .command to , Bolivar) ; there 
, were usually several- of the Chief officers at 
table. The dinner always consisted of bread, 
fish,, and execrable rum and water, (there 
was not a bottle of wiijein the island). 
table was set out under a shed at the back of 
the remains of a house*; they nevei>in ge- 
neral are able to muster a plate between two ; 
if not, a saucer or earthen pan answers the 
purpose. We were at no loss for knives and 
forks, as «they generally make use of their 
fingers in preference.” 

Mr. Brown says, “For the first three 
weeks of our stay at Margarita, the officers 
dined at the table of the Commander-in-chief, 
General Arismendi, when we certainly fared 
better than we had at Angostura ; though 
very little ceremony was observed at this 
military banquet, as the in general, 
qf-e the only kniyes and forks used up/jbn these 
occasions.” 

CoLONjiL, H ippisley saj^s, ‘“i'had to 
MD'lamcnt, two days after, tlW relapse of. several 
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of the riaen, and of two'or three of the of- 
ftcers, who, though not entirely laid up, were, 
by slight fevers and loss appetite, reduced 
in strength, and^losing ground, daily. J was 
myself much wea^ned by heat, and want pf 
proper food. *1 could not, partake of the 
beef^ which from want of being properly 
blpoded when killed, ^ and being instantly 
after cut, or rather pulled to pieces, and 
thrown^guivering int<f the boiler, looked hor- 
rible. The feeders of a dog-kennel in Engr 
land would have been ashamed to take horse- 
flesh so mangled to their brute charge. Those 
men who had preserved their health were 
attacked slightly, and this proceeded from 
the effect' of fetching water from the river, 
and exposed to the extreme heat of the sun. 
I was obliged therefore to get them all struck 
off garrison-duty, and even to discontinue the 
daily drills.---JNothing but carrion-beef could 
be obtained for either officer or man.” 

Majdr FLiNThii says, “Rendered fierce 
and inhuman by the perpetration of a con- 
tinual series of enormities, they are now be- 
come a face of savage barbarians^aadi their 
country, a frightful desert.” 
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Op the Pestilential Nature of the 
Climate, Mr. Hackett says, These par- 
tieulars appeared to 41s in themselves coftclu- 
sive, against bpth the policy and propriety 
of engaging in the Spanish- American war; 
but they were further enforced* by a conside- 
ration, which many will probably regard* as 
entitled to most serious attention, ,althoug|} . 
one which alone certainly would not in the 
slightest degree have influenced our deter- 
mination. Few need be informed *of the. 
strength and peculiar character of constitu- 
tion, which are requisite for enabling Euro- 
peans to resist the destructive effects of a 
tropical climate, even when enjoying every 
advantage which wealth or luxury can bestow ; 
but if thus naturally injurious, under circum- 
stances the most favourable towards correct- 
ing its malignity, how infinitely must its vi- 
rnlency be increased by the extreme fatigue, 
deficiency of nourishment, and inadequacy of < 
clothing, suffered by the Independents durihg 
th^ir predatory campaigns. Being destitute 
of tents, or change of dress, they are invari- 
ably exposed to every vicissitude of w%ather 
- i .jLn a country where the traift^ons are sjidden. 
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and extreme. . After, getting drenched with 
heavy rains, they have ho other resource, than 
lhat'of allowing their (tripping garments to 
dry upon thaf backs, und^r the influence 
of a sc{)rching sftn. — •’^rhe troops, continually^ 
in the^open air, and devoid of any protec- 
tion from the weather, are necessarily exposed 
...{\.t night to the heavy fogs and dews, which 
in the West Indies are so dreadfully destruc- 
tive tojhuman health and the severity and 
hardship of their campaigns, in every respect 
infinitely greater than can readily be con- 
ceived, by •those who have been only sub- 
jected to the privations usually encountered 
by a British army in the field. Even the 
natives themselves sustain serious injury and 
sufferings ; but the uniform testimony of 
every individual acquainted with Venezuela, 
concurred in assuring us that a campaign in 
that country* under such circumstances, could 
'0 not otherwise than prove more fatal to Eu- 
rolieans, than eifen the sword itself.^^ 

Co LIONEL Hippisley says, “The utter 
want o!* a, commissariat, and the intolerable 
heat (tf* the climate, involve a complication 
; ,pf miperies whicfli* no European conslitutiop^^ 
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can withstand ; and th^j authou* has to lament 

* « 

the death of the great majority of his com- 
panions, who perished, like infected lepers, 
without sustengnce andwithqut aidfronythe 
unfeeling wretches in whose 'behalf they fell.” 

“Major Funter says, *“ But now let 
us look to the other disheartening •circum- 
stances, which oppos^ them in their aenj^U 
views : few European constitutions are able 
to resist the effects of the climate, aggrava- 
ted by a continual exposure to the siorching 
rays of a tropical sun during the day, and 
the heavy dews of the night, which prove 
more fatal to an European army. than the 
sHord. Added to this the extreme difficulty, 
and even, sometimes, the impossibility of 
procuring a morsel of the most- common 
food ; and in the event of being wounded, 
which is probable, and in case of sickness, 
which is almost certain, theie ie *no hospital, * 
no surgeon, no medicine, no nurse, no com- 
fort, nothing to administef consolation or to 
grocure relief. , These are privatioifs which 
the spirit of a soldier could hardly surmount, 
even when lead on in an honourable cause, 
or in the service of his.cdumtry.” . 
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Such' is the rjature qf the country, the peo- 

pie, and the government, for which British 
blood and treasure have been poured out. Let 
us inquire how tjiey have obtained such sacri- 
fices, and the retu'rn they have made for them. 

Of the Deception and Fraud em- 
ployed 4iy their *Agen'I s in order to pro- 
^..cqre these, Mr. Hackett says, “It is upon 
the latter gentleman (Mendez) therefore, ex- 
clusivel^j^ that the responsibility must rest, 
of having excited hopes which he must have 
known would never be realized ; of having 
guaranteed the performance of conditions, 
the fulfilment whereof he must have been 
aware was impracticable ; and of having if- 
duced those desirous of embarking in this 
destructive enterprize, to believe that their 
services would be joyfully and gratefully ac- 
cepted by the Independent Generals and their 
armies ; whilst he, at the same time, could 
scarcely have been ignorant, that the strongest 
hostility was manifested by the Patriots to 
the admj^sion of foreign assistance;' and thaj 
the jealousy of the native troops of those 
feiin Brills officers who had been tempted ac- 
tuelly tp join tbeis 'armies was so rancorous,. 
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as to subject thorn to the perpetual hazard of 
assassination. — My ahxiety is to warn ray' 
countrymen of the ^fallacy of those hopes 
they have been led to entertain ; to explain 
to them the true character of the enterprize, 
the estimation in \^hich' their services will be 
held, and the imminent hazard they must 
inevitably encounter from the jealousy of tljjj^ 
natives. — We indeed concurred in one strong 
feeling of dissatisfaction and displeasyfj*, but 
our indignation was exclusively directed 
against that individual in London, by whose* 
hollow and faithless engagements we had 
l)een all equally ensnared.” 

The Author of an Account op a 
Voyage in theTwo Friends, says,.“ We 
had waited at our hotel (at St Thomas’s) with 
some impatience, the appearance of the ac- 
credited agent of Venezuela, when a gentle- 
man who- had previously arrived ’ upon the 
same unfortunate enterprize, and under simi- 
lar instructions, came to inform us*thg,t no 
such agent was to be found on the island ; nor 
had there been one from the- republic. The ob- 
ject of our enterprize soon circulated dilough 
^e t&wn, a«d many of tht^merckanis^ and 
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other respectable residents^ hastened to relieve 
our minds from the pains of fruitless expecta- 
tion,' sympathizing in ouTfdistressed situation, 
aw^lamenting the deception that had decoyed 
us from our country to embark in a cause ^ 

BOTH DESPICABLE AND DISHONOURA- 
BLE. This intelligence came upon us like a 
jjJap of thunder, involving in darkness and 
destruction our golden day-dreams, and pro- 
strating.in the dust all our brilliant anticipa- 
tions. This splendid republic, which the vivid ' 
imaginations of its agents had displayed in 
all the seductive colouring of pomp and glory, 
was now reduced to a few bauds of itinerant 
free-booters, calling themsehes Patriots and 
champions of their country, a distinction to 
which they were as rhuch 'entitled as the 
roving marauding Arabs of the desert.” 

Mr. Brown says, “Before I close this 
narrative, which it has been my object 
to show the contending parties in that 
impat^tial light ’ which is consistent with 
truth beg leave to state^ that my incite- 
ment to offer to the public perusal a journal 
of sufferings in which I was so great a sharer, 
was a. wish, in «6me degree, to remova the. 
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ignorance and uncertainty, wbich on my ar- 
rival in London seemed to preyail, relative to 
the affairs in Spanish America, and to expose 
the delusions still practised by the interested 
, agents^ employed by those persons now mate- 
rially concerned iu the success *of the patriots 
o f South America, who, well aware of 'the 
unprecedented misery fhat awaits the voluj^ 
teer, still hold out to him the alluring promise 
of speedily accumulating a fortune^^ad mi- 
litary preferment.” 

Oj' the IlL-TRE.ATMENT Of THE BRI- 
TISH who have served the Independents, 
Mr. Hackett- says, “ Already enthusiasm, 
seductive promises, or disappointed hopes, 
have induced a considerable number to em- 
bark for the purpose of attaching their for- 
tunes to that of the South-American Inde- 
pendents ; and of those a great proportion 
have either actually perished, ,,or unable to 
procure the means of returning to their na- 
tive land, are probably at this moment wan- 
dering friendless and destitute among tlie 
West India islands dependent upon the bounty 
of the humane and charitable. Aj^w, in- 

V * 

^ deed, not equally devoid nf resource^, or to 
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whom sympathy for their sufferings induced 
some kind-hearted seaman to afford a gratui- 
tous passage, have returned to Europe- 
warning examples to those who may at tiiis 
moment be preparing under a similar delu- 
sion, to engage in the samer hopeless specula- 

i ^ 

tion. — Of the few thus rescued from impend- 
misery, ;t was my good fortune to be 
one. — On referring to these gentlemen for 
inforntati-on relative to the estimation iri 
which foreign aid was held by the Indepen- 
dents, and hew far our services would be con- 
sidered of value^ they stated that the Patriots, 
in general, were decidedly .adverse to the in- 
troduction of other than natives into their 
armies: arms and ammunition appeared the 
only supplies they were desiroils ctf accepting ; 
that the introduction of British officers, par- 
ticularly, had always excited greater jealousy 
and dissensiosi amongst the native troops, 
than their most zealous ’ exertions could pos- 
sibly make amends for ; and to so violent a 
pitch ha^ their jealous feelings carried’ then?, 
as to subject foreigners, attached to the Pa- 
triOt-seMce, to perpetual hazard of a.s.Sassing- 
tion ; ‘and rendered it prudentiafly necessafry, 
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that they should, on retiring Jo fepose, place 
themselves under the protection of sentries 
on whose fidelity thpy could depend.— -That 
similar sentimonts were enterj:ained by G^e- 
ral Bolivar himself, was strongly manifested 
by the total indiffererjce with wliich he treated 
a dispatch, which had been forwarded to 
him through his Agenf, Mr. Guthrie, 
time pfevious to our departure from Saint 
Bartholomew's, apprising him of oiy: arrival 
in the West Indies, our strength, equipments, 
&c. This dispatch Mr. Guthrie assured us 
w^as personally delivered to General Bolivar, 
who, however, never condescended to return 
any answer. The letters of introduction with 
which numerous individuals had been fur- 
nished by Don Mendez, were treated with 
like indifference ; and their bearers, instead 
of procuring the commissions for which they 
had stipulated, were compelled * to accept 
whatever r^k he thoi;^ht prdper to confer on 
them ; and have in numerous instances, been 
even 'degraded to *tbe situation of common 
soltMers in his army. — Their obstinate hosti- 
lity to the admission "of foreign aid, C^n in a 
grea| measure be acc,Qunted/or from a con- 
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fidence in theii; own numerical strength^ and 
the obvious wetness of the mother-country. 
They eneourage a protjably well-grounded 
conviction,' that,, however the 9 ontest may be 
protracted, succfess must ultimately attach 
itself to their party ; and an anxiety to enjoy 
the entire fruits of their triumph, has created 
»-4us aversion to the admission of foreigners, 
whose services, they cannot but know, are 
proffewi4 rather from motives of personal 
aggrandizement, than any particular solici- 
tude for the emancipation of South Ame- 
rica,” 

'( 

The Author of an Account of a Vov- 
AG?''* Two Friends, says, “ The 

narrator has left untouched, the merits of the 
original question, between the Insurgents of 
Spanish America, and the parent-state, fully 
aware of his incompetence tO detennine a 
subject of ‘ fuch grave importance, merely 
mMmadvertingu|»onthe|conduct oC,the cause, 
and ij:s probable 'progress, with the view of 
eicplaimng his motives, for ’ dissuading his 
countrymen from giving implicit credit to 
the sjAeious promises and false representar 
tions.(,of interested, individuals.— To (Retail 
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this infatuated enterprize, to despribe the mi- 
series of my comrades, and our disappcRnt- 
ments, is the object *of the present narrative, 
hoping at the same tinje, that it ^may deter 
.others from becoming the victims of credu- 
lity, and the devoted instruments of wicked 
and unprincipled men, who would willingly 
make the bodies of their generoys allies styps* 
to their ambition and power. — Out of eighty 
passengers on board the Two Friends ^any 
have sunk under their accumulated sufferings 
to rise no more ; others, whose miinds were 
not sufficiently strong to encounter the frowns 
of fortune and the desolation qf their hopes, 
have, from the despondency of feeling, and 
pressure of misfortune in the lossof reason, lost 
the sense of calamity. Some were doomed to 
wander about the West India islands in ab- 
ject misery, exposed to the destructive in- 
fluence of climate, and the horrors of famine, 
until the generous kifidness of Admiral Jlafi*- 
vey induced hirn to furnish many of those vic- 
tims with passages to England. In 4iy Pro- 
gress through the United States of America, 
I have seeil thpse who are, perhaps, destined 
by this calamitous adventure, to eternal. 
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separati6n fr6m that hbme dear to every 
Englishman :• scarcely twenty- two have 
joined the cause of South America, and 
ntihny of lhat *unfort}mate number were of 
the least respectable, whose misfortunes, fol-. 
lie? or indiscretions had concurred to impel 
them to self-banishment from their country, 
**^i:d to seek^ in the ‘dangers of distant and 
destructive climes, relief to the misery, and 
refuge ;from the pains of retrospection- — We 
were at first willing to ascribe to exaggeration 
those glooftiy and disgusting descriptions; 
but the numerous victims of that ill-fated 
contest, who were here, maimed in the ser- 
vice of the insurgents, and abandoned by 
them* without succour and without support 
because they had ceased to be useful, at- 
tested too strongly the facts we had. collec- 
ted- — Ari^mendi, aware that the Two Friends 
had on boaM four pieces of cannon, sent to 
dbfnand them, at the sime time directing the 
j^ople of the ship to assist in the construct 
tion o^ a battery to receive them.— In the 
thean tihie the Captain of the Two Friends, 
qtiitted Margarita, and proceeded up the 
Oriirtblfeo, to denfand from Bolivar, the "pay- 
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ment of the two hundred dollars, for each 
passenger, promised by Mendez, and to .ob- 
tain a commission for his ship, to cruize un- 
der the Venezuelan flag^ leaving instructions 
.with those, to whose care the vessel was con- 
fided during his absence, to await his arrival 
one month ; if he failed to return in tfiat 
time, they were to depart with the ship frqj^ 
MArgarita. — No sooner had the people suc- 
ceeded in .the erection of the batteryf and 
landed and mounted the guns, than Aris- 
mendi, in the plenitude of his authoritig^ and 
the characteristic honesty of his partisans, 
demanded that the provisions on board the 
Two Friends, should be delivered for the use 
of his garrison. This requisition being re- 
sisted, he directed the guns of the batteiy, 
which they had so recently constructed, 
to be turned against the ship, to enforce 
his orders : with difficulty the crew ’succeeded 
in getting under-weigh, but not until after 
they had received considerable injury,, and 
were in danger of being entirely destroyed, — 
During my tour through the United States 
of America, I met several officers, both Ame- 
rican .and Enghsh, who hdd quitted vn se- 
’ z 2 
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crecy and disgust the armies of the Insur- 
gents. Many had been wounded in their 
battles, but were abandoned, without pen- 
sions and witJiout pay» to . the misery of 
want, since they had ceased to be useful. — 
This jealousy of the merits of their suppor- 
ter's, the most illiberal and disgraceful, ex- 
(ijipnds to exclude theip from the higher ranks 
of the service ; and so far does this spirit in- 
fluemse^the Republican leaders, , that they 
receive* with suspicion, and treat with con- 
t^mj^uous jieglect, every effort to improve 
their discipline and resources, when recom- 
mended by foreigners.” 

Colonel Hippisley says, “He ventures 
to think that the example of the first English 
colonel, who led a force to the aid of the Pa- 
triots, — that the simple narrative of the dif- 
ficulties, privations, and insults to which he 
was subjected, — that the sufferings of his 
fellow-soldiers, his own unexampled ill-treat- 
ment^ and the ‘base juggling by which his 
just claims havfe been defeated, would suffice 
as a warning to such of his deluded country- 
men *as are inspired by feelings similar to 
hos4 which en^Jrarked hini in this unerate- 
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ful service. — ‘I again made application for 
money,” says he, “ and urged it with every pos- 
sible exertion, partic^ularly when I found*that 
the officers werf selling even their clothing, to 
^obtain it for absolutely necessary expenses. 
I was assured by , the Intendaftt-general that 
every endeavour to obtain a supply shcRild 
be made, and he undertook to promise that, 
some pay should be forthcoming before w 
left Angostura. I had been obliged tp part 
with many of my own articles, some of which 
were indeed superfluous, in order to meet 
my immediate wants. — The Governor Mon- 
tillo had ordered a parade of hll the British 
in the garrtson, at least those who composed 
Colonel Wilson’s, and the first Venezuelan 
Huzzars. It was for the purpose of swear- 
ing-in the oflicers and men of each regiment, 
and receiving their oath of fidelity and at- 
tachment to the Republic of Venezuela. All 
the men of the Red Huzzars refused to take 
the oath, or in any other way to bind them- 
selves, unless they received at least a^part of 
the eiglKy dollars per man, guaranPeed to 
thejn by Don Mendez, in London, and^viiich 
was to be pairl to them ou ^ their arrival on 
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the shores qf the Mairt. A few of 'the first 
Venezuelan ’Kfuzzars * came forward to be 
swotti, and when they were called upon to 
advance and kiss the cofours, all but six re> 
fused ; giving the same reason as the non- 
commissioned* officers of the other corps.' 
Wi.th my own people, I acfmitted the justice 
of their claim, and I gave them my solemn 
pi'vimise that I would* support it with all the 
energy in my power; but in a way that 
should i Veflect no dishonour on our conduct 
as men and soldiers ; that I would remon- 
strate in their names, and in the names of 
their officers, on the hardship of our situa- 
tion, and on our distresses and wants ; and I 
also assured them, that if the means of the 
Republic were so scanty, an^ the actual de- 
ficiency of* mqney so certain and acknow- 
ledged, provided the governor could only or- 
. der the officer 'two hundred dollars to bp 

f * 

issued for the present, that I and the others 
would freely share a cert^n portion with the 
non-cbmmislifened officers, until they each 
received payment of their' own.-- |0enefal 
Montijlo was puzzled what to do af; the mo- 
ment; he therefore commanded the main- 
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guard to be augmented, and privately di- 
rected some of the native Artillerymen to 
take possession of a brass’ nine-poijader, 
which stood nearly Opposite the government- 
house.i — In consequence of, a note, request- 
• ing an audience, I had an interview with the 
general.^ I produced my accounts with, my 
signature, and vouched for, under the hands 
of the pay-master, and the quarter-masto^F 
the regiment. The items were perfectly ex- 
plained to him, the cause which occasioned 
such expenditure, and the amount of the 
sum total. His reply was worthy of himself 
— full of subtilty, evasion, deceit, dishonour, 
and base ingratitude. ‘The amount might be 
perfectly correct : he did not doubt its accu- 
racy on any point ; but where was Mr. Men- 
dez’s signature ? Could I produce his order 
for the payment? Why did not Mr. Men- 
dez advance the money in England, or ob- 
tain credit for it amongst the 'regular mer- 
chants there?’ Having thqn twirled up his 
mustachios, and looking herein^ he repeated 
these questions.’ I told him that I ‘had ad- 
vanced the sum there specified on tl^e faith 
and integrity^of the Republic, and on the 
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solemn. assurances from Mr. Mendez that 
every shilling I sq advanced would be . paid 
me, ven with interest ; that Mr. Mendez 
stated the Supreme Chfef of the Republic 
to be possessed ‘of too* much honour to dis- 
pule the payn\ent of any sums expended in • 
their service, and so authenticated* ‘ Tell 
the General,^ I added ‘ that it is true I have 
TT8^c«Mr. Mendez’s sigrfature annexed to this 
account, because we both thought it unne-r 
cessary„iis I bore about me an instrument 
signed by him, and witnessed by his secre- 
tary and confidental friend in England, gua- 
ranteeing to m^ the repayment of all my ex- 
penditure on behalf of the Republic, and I 
hold the same now in my hand for the gene- 
ral’s perusal. It contains also a guarantee 
that I should be paid two hundred dollars on 
landing. I should be glad to receive that 
, sum now, and so would my half-starved of- 
ficers and meh the sums respectively, and in 
like manner guaranteed to them. With regard 
to the*genera|^ second question, I should 
answer with equal truth, that Mr. Mendeis 
could not obtain credit in England far 10/. 
in fash. Neither banker nor .merchant there 
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would ddvance him ‘any moneys until they 
heard that the goods already furnished on the 
cr€dit of the Republic were paid for; and I 

should take care, -whether I lived or died, 

• • ^ 

that the histQjry of my wrongs should find 
*its way home. — Independent 6f my own two 
hundred dollars, I had advanced to many of 
the officers money on account of their equip-^ 
ments, to be paid out of their promised jpay 
on arriving in South America. I hack gua- 
ranteed the payment of several of the* trades- 
men’s bills for them, and made myself liable. 
The eighty dollars per man had been in part 
mortgaged for these expenses 'and risks ; and 
was I to lose my name and character for 
honour and honesty at home, in consequence 
of not making jhe promised remittances ? I 
trusted, therefore, that the geisi^rafl would not 
suffer me to sustain so severe an injury. It 
would be a species of such cruelty and fraud, 
that I felt convinced he would only require my 
statement to be made clear to him, to induce 
him to grant me immediate redrfe. — IJurther 
expressed that 1 should be satisfied if^e would 
order me to be furnished with a certain num- 
ber of mules On account, agid release me and 
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my friends from the guArantees we hhd given 
in England bn behalf of the gwemment. I 
did ’not then Mk the general for the arrears 
of pay ; I asked him only for an allowance 
to keep my officers al\d men Jrom starving, 
and an order for the mules, that their pro- ' 
duo0 might be transmitted to England to my 
agent there, to be distributed amongst my 
^1^'litors.’ — Before 1 rose, he said, ‘ if Mr. 
Mencjez would sign my statement, he would 
order immediate payment.^ — We were now 
at the height of distress. The men were lite- 
rally starving, and naturally discontented . — 
I had sold every thing I could dispose of. 
Bolivar himself had bought my cocked hat 
and feather, and my cap ; my aiguillette he 
lost : although he wished* to purchase it, yet 
he did not ‘lil^ to express such a desire to 
me. The two hundred dollars I never re- 
ceived, and- it was very galling to behold the 
generals and native officers of rank living 
uncommonly well, an<l the British officers 
and men, to %hom the government owed 
such cotisiderable arrears, starving, or strip- 
ping tfeqmselves naked to purchase the abr 
solute necessaries (f life. — I found that I had 
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been th6 dupe of twd artful, designing crimps 
at home, and had ventured my all upon the 
hazard of a die, with the odds so consider- 
ably against me, as to render it next to an 
impossibility for me dver t© retrieve myself. 

It was impracticable therefore to remain in 
such a service, and under such a Republic, 
with such an illiberal and ungrateful charac- 
ter as Bolivar at its head, without pay, ^mh- 
out allowance, without the necessary supplies 
«i for the exigencies of nature — subjectfed to all 
the horrors of famine and distress, and ex- 
posed to misery, disease, and assassination ; 
without the hope of ever being able to trans- 
mit the smallest portion of the hard-earned 
emoluments (so solemnly engaged for) to 
creditors or relations at home — together with 
the distress and anxiety of mind occasioned 
by the recollection that the bills I had nego- 
ciated in England were becoming due, and ’ 
that my liberal friends, who had guaranteed 
the payment of others for my use, would be 
called upon to perform such obligations. I 
determined to return to England, leaving it 
however in the power of Bolivar to recall me, 
or even then to retain m^ in the service of 



348 


EXPEDWIGN UP THE 


the Republic, a willing volunteer, ‘ bj^ dis- 
charging the obligations I held against the 
government, and by affording to my unfor- 
tunate^ companions in arms the means of 
procuring the actual nfecessaries of life.” 

Mr. Brown says “He feels it a duty 
which he owes to his countrymen, to exert 
his humble efforts for the purpose of prevent-* 
"Tn^" them, b^^ all the means in his power, 
from precipitating themselves into that mi- 
sery from which, after a tedious period of? 
sufferings, he has succeeded in extricating 
himself. — ‘ In an unlucky hour I resolved to 
contribute my* feeble efforts towards the 
emancipation of an oppressed, and, as I then 
imagined, a deserving people. — The brigade 
having been disbanded, because our dis- 
patches to General Bolivar were not acknow- 
ledged, though forwarded at considerable 
' danger and expense, to the patriot army, 
then about eight hundred miles up the river 
Orinoco, I was left destitute in a part of the 
world to» which I was an utter stranger; and 
my only resource was to join Colonel Camp- 
belTs corps of riflemen, who, I understood, were 
resolved to prosecute their voyage at all ha- 
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gards. — Commodore Jolie, ,a Frenchman, 
and second in command undpr Bryon, had 
l)een dispatched wi,ljh three schooners and a 
brig, to cruiza in the colonies, for the j»urpose 
of collecting a number of sailors to man the 
Victoria and the, rest of the fleet, which were 
nearly destitute of men: more than a third 
of their companions hpving been carried ^ f 
by sickness, and the residue having quitted 
in disgust that service in which theydia^risked 
and suffered so much, without the 'smallest 
recompence. — I attended the interment of 
one of our English- soldiers, who was a Ro- 
man Catholic. To prevent infection, as soon 
as he had ceased to breathe, he was tied up 
in his blanket and removed out of the bar- 
racks into the»air. Colonel G. then ordered 
me to acquaint the commandant of the vil- 
lage of his decease, in order that a shell 
might be instantly made to ^Jury him* in.' 
This was refused ; and we were directed to 
inter him immediately in the best manner we 
could. Indignant at this disrespect of a 
British soldier, . Colonel G. dispatched a na- 
tive officer, named Gonsalvas, who* Ifad been 
adpiitted into the brigade jn. order tp be in- 
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structed in the; artillery-duties, to request 
the priest woulji> as the deceased was a ca- 
tholicj see that the usyial ceremony was 
perfonriild. The answer we .received was, 
that the priest w6uld at a future tipne put up 
his prayers for hfm, but that at present we must 
lose ho time in committing him to the earth 
4i;^rdingly, without further solicitation or 
permission, we dug a hole behind the 
churclf, qnd there deported the body. Tlie 
natives loudly protested against this proceed- 
ing as a sacrilege. We had nearly filled up 
the grave, when I perceived Qonsalvas has- 
tening to the spot, attended by a party of na- 
tives, bearing two immense and unwieldy 
earth rammers. They approached the grave, 
and were proceeding to take t)ut the earth 
already returned todts original place. From 
this unaccountable and infamous step I pe- 
remptorily ddsired them to desist, and we 
were upon the point of giving them a rough 
salute,, when a meSsenger from those bigotted 
fanatics,/ as also another from the command- 
ant, insisted upon our compliance with their 
commaflds. • As it would be fruitless to make 
any further opposi^ron, I ordered the detaph-. 
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ment to their barracks, anti quitted these 
uncivilized brutes, whose countenances ex- 
pressed a grin of sutisfaction at being able 
to act with imjiunity. , Thet^' took tlW' whole 
. of the earth out again, and having sprinkled 
it about an inch 'deep over the body, two of 
them took their stations^t the head' and feet, 
and commenced breaking the bones of thejie- 
ceased until they had pounded them to a jelly. 
This is their barbarous and savage jnanner 
of burial; for they never raise their graves 
above the level of the ground, Consequently 
all must go into the smallest space : to effect 
which, the body is pounded in the manner 
I have described, after which several heavy 
stones are placed, upon the grave, to prevent, 
as they say, fhe defunct from visiting the 
earth again. — The house br hut in which I 
was quartered, with Lieutenant B. (who had 
been ordered to the Norte, from Juan Greigo) 
was situated about twenty paces from the 
fihiirch. A numerous and dirty family resided 
io this hovel, which contained three n'iserable 
apartments, destitute of the least appearance 
of furniture, with the exception of two or three 
fiitliy hammocks, in whid? they were con- 
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stantly swinging. One miserable room w'as 
allotted to the use of my companion and my- 
self: a feeble light wasradmitted through a 
woodeft grating'at the^end of this apartment ; 
but in order to render objects distinguish- • 
able, we were obliged to thlow open our door 
communicating withifthe apartment occupied 
493t^the family. The* floor was of mud or 
clay, on winch I laid my* bed, which was a 
straw inat, to purchase which I had sold 
some of my remaining things. It was now 
completely AVorn out by a long encampment 
at Juan Greigo^ where it was exposed in ge- 
neral with every article in my possession to 
the nightly rain, which penetrated my old 
and tattered tent as it would a sieve. One 
evening, about a fortnight after the inter- 
ment of the artilleryman I have mentioned, 

I seriously apprehended, from a violent pain 
in my head, ‘(that being the first symptom) 
that the fever had at last seized mo; and I 
accordingly, by 'the advice I had often re- 
ceived ^om my friend (theJFrcnch doctoral, 
took a copious draught of lime juice, as hot 
as I coulH well bear it, in ordpr to produce 
perspiration andjcheck the disorder, which 
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it will frequently do* if taken in tiiAe ; but 
without success. By midnight I was in a* 
raging state of delirium, which continued 
with Mttle intermission for sev^enty-two hours, 
and at the expiration of that period the fever 
arrived at its crisjs. The breftiking out of a 
wound in my leg, which had been healed up 
too quickly, and which with several others 
had originated from bad living* and the^ ve- 
nomous bitesof musquitoes, gaveafavoarable 
turn to the disorder. — After the malignancy 
of my fever had subsided, and, I was pro- 
nounced out of danger by Dr. Monkhouse, 
who had occasionally attende’d me, Admiral 
Bryon, being then at Norte, did me the ho- 
nour of a visit ; and, upon entering the room 
and seeing my jniserable situation, exclaimed 
with apparent astonishment, “ Grood God ! 
Captain Brown, have you no other than that 
wretched mat for your bed ? 4*^^ * 

only place that can be procured for an inva- 
lid, and an officer in the service of the Re- 
^ . • • 
public ? Hav^ no wine and other necessaries, 

so essential for*you, been sent by tfie order 
of General Arismendi ?” These incfuiries I 
answered in the negative^ ^ he expressed , his 
■2a' 
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sorrow at such neglect^- arid promised to send 
«me a hammock and a sufhcient supply of 
those things which were indispensable to my 
recovery immediately. As I did not enter- 
tain a doubt that he would keep his word, I 
made an effort ‘to return my respectful* and 
grateful thanks for his kindness : yet no 
^oner had he quitted my quarters than the mi- 
sei^le situation in which he had left me was 
forgotten^ and the dictates of common huma- 
nity, together with the promises which, even 
if he had not ipade them, it was his duty to have 
seen fulfilled to us, were disregarded. Hitherto 
I had entertained a good opinion of Bryon, 
but this act, with his subsequent behaviour, 
entirely changed it, and confirmed me in 
the l)elief that no confidence* could be re- 
posed in his most.solemn protestations. — One 
morning, in returning to my pallet froiri 
‘ the bed-side „ of my friend, I perceived 
through the wooden grating, four of our ar- 
tillery-men bearing the body of my faithful 
servant to its last abode in the fields ; the 
priest having issued a peremptory order 
that thtf heretics, as they termed the Eng- 
lish, shpiild not ))e buried in conseerated 



ORINOCO AND AR/(UCA. 355 

» • 

grounds. — As I recovered -from the fever, my 
leg got gradually worse ; and 1 resolVed to 
take this opportunity of soliciting mypass- 
port from thq service. Ac 9 ordingly I ad- 
dressed to Bryon, then commanding the ar- 
tillery, in conforpiity to BoliVar^s orders, a 
letter couched in terms of regret at bfeing 
under the necessity of demanding my dis- 
missal from under the Independent standard, 
in consequence of the impaired state Af my 
constitution, and expressing my opidion that 
it would be a long time before I could so far 
re-establish my health, if I remained in 
South America, as to render my service of 
any benefit to the Republic. I also begged 
his excellency to take into his considerattion 
the time I had* been under the standard of 
liberty, without receiving any* emolument 
from thp government ; adding, that, as he 
must be well aware that I ws\^ destitute of 
all resources, in a pecuniary point of view, 

I trusted he would, afford ’me some assist- 

♦ 

ance in facilitating my passage to native 
country. — The answer I received from Bryon 
was, tliat every thing I had demandecJshould 
be complied with, and tlmj I should be sup- 

2 A 2' 
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plied with the ipeans qF* paying my passage 
to England as soon as I was sufficiently re- 
cover^id to proceed. To these promises on 
his part, Colonpl Gilmore and Lieutenant- 
Colonel W. were'witnejises ; and he likewise 


testified to thfem his regret that Captain 
Brown’s health rendered it necessary for him 
to return to Europe, Jbut added, that care 
should be taken that he 'should not leave 


Margarita without^ being afforded ample 
means to ensure a passage to his country. — 
As soon, therefore, as I could with safety 
mount a horse, (for the hire of which, 
amounting to a* dollar, I was obliged to sell 
some article or other) I proceeded to the Ad- 
miralty, in order to have some conversation 
with Bryon relative to my departure. He re- 
ferred me to* his Secretary, Colonel Richards, 
who returned me my memorial (requesting 
' my dismission), in the margin of which was 
written a note, purporting that all my re- 
quests^ should be fulfilled, &c., but as no 
money then in the Treasury, I must post- 
pone my departure a few days. — I again 
hifed 4 horse to Juan Greigo, and waited 
upon Cplonel Richards, to see if I could pow 
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procure any money but astonishment 
was great when he informed uie that notliing 
Sould he done unt^ the Admiral returned. 

[ then demanded an audience of General 
Arismendi, and reijuested him to point out 
some manner in ivhich I could hasten my de- 
parture ; as I was given to understand hy a 
medical officer, that if I did not speedily 
procure proper attendance, and adopt a dif- 
ferent diet, I should inevitably losp lAy life, 
or must suffer a limb to be ainputated. 
Arismendi said he could do nothing for me 
In a pdjuniary way, unless I had some proofs 
of Bryon’s promises. This 1 informed him 
I would give him, but that I had left the ne- 
cessary document at Norte, and that I would 
produce it in^ very few hours. I accord- 
ingly returned to Norte with alacrity, ami 
in great spirits, thinking that 1 bad now 
settled every thing, and was in a fair way of* 
bidding adieu for ever to this ungrateful and 
wretched set of people. ’ I stoppetl at the 
^qviarters of Cqlonel G. (who was confined to 
his bed) and stated to him the reason of my 
hasty return. He also, in order* th render 
every thimr* secure and* ratisfactory beyond 
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a doubt, wrote a letter to General Aris- 
hiendi', wherein he said that in addition to 
the undoubted accordancf which Bryon had 
placed in writing my inemorialf hfe and Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel W. -were also witnesses as to 
Bryon’s verbal assurance to them, that I 
should be allowed ample, means for returning 
to l^gland, apd that be begged His Excel- 
lency General Arismendi would expedite my 
departure, as His Excellency must necessarily 
see the dangerous state to whichl was reduced. 
With this letter and my memorial, I re- 
turned to Juan Greigo, and dismounted at 
Arismendi’s house from my horse, now jaded 
by this second journey in one day to Juan 
Greigo. I delivered to General Arismendi 
the proofs he^had required, as to what I had 
already mentioned, as also the letter of Co- 
lonel G, Fortunately Lieutenant-Colonel W. 
was with Arismendi, and protesletl that 
Bryon had repeatedly made those promises. 
My surprise and indignation were conse- 
quently ^eat when Arismeiuli, who now, 
s^w that there was sufficient proof to autho- 
rize him -to pay me a sum of money, (even 
on. Bryon's privatq account, without men- 
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tioning ray just claims, on the* Republic,) de- 
clared that he could not grant me even my 
passport, and“thatjl must memorialise the 
Supreme Chief (Bolivar), than at Angostura. 
, These words, which were delivered with a 
kind of malicious smile, as if he gloried in 
rendering an heretic miserable, were t6 me 

as a sentence of death,; for I knew it would 

* ^ 

be at least six weeks before I could gam an 
answer from Angostura, even if an ^.opportu- 
nity should immediately present itself to send 
my memorial, which at that time was not in 
the least to. be expected. Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel W. attempted to remonstrate with Aris- 
mendi on the certain result of my detention, 
but without effect ; and I retired with him 
■with no very eAviable feelings, and as may be 
expected, with sentiments far from favourable 
towards him who had caused them. Yet this 
was not all that I had to suffer; for from 
that time my rations, as well as the wretched 
pittance allowed me, were withheld ; ayd had 
it; not been for .the fortunate resour^-^ I h^d 
in a gentleman, at'the Island of St. Thomas, 
on whom I drew a bill, which was ctuftied by 
a brpther-in-law of JolieV ^Monsieur .Peno), 
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who had connexions’ at that- island, 1 must 
have inevitably perished for want. I returned 
to Norte, and repaired tP die quarters of 
Colonel G — , .who expressed great sorrow 
and indignation ’ at the treatment I had ex- ^ 
jperienced, and protested tVt if my passport 
was* not granted, he would demand his own, 
as it was an aftkir that now interested every 
Englishman. — Arismendr, however, was in- 
exorable ; and from the time I had demand- 
ed my {)assport, he evinced the greatest ab- 
horrence of }ne, though previous to that time 
he had shown me most decided marks of con- 
descension and affability. Thus it is with 
most of the native characters of the Republic, 
who, while an Englishman will remain a 
willing slave to their capricfc and tyranny, 
may sometimes greet him with a smile, 
though nothing more can be expected from 
them. My «pnly chance of effecting a de- 
parture from this service, for which every 
day tended to intrease my dislike, rested on 

t ho|^ of Bryon’s speedy return ; since, as 
colonel justly observed, he was bound in 
' the mftst sacred bonds of honour, to do away 
with ail impediments that mihht be throw n 
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in the way to prevent^ my immediate depar- 
ture. — I received my passport the next .morn- 
ing, and immediately repaired to Brydn to 
inform him of it, according ^o his desire. He 
received me with coolness*; and perceiving 
me waiting for gome reply, he demanded in 
a surly manner if I had any thing furtlftir to 
say to him. Stun^ to the soul by so mean 
an evasion, I replied, — “ Yes* admiralt''you 
cannot possibly have forgot the pecuniary aid 
you promised me in order to procdre a re- 
turn to that country, in quitting which I 
have sacrificed so much to contribute the 
little assistance in my power to the service 
of the Republic; and the compensation for 
all my sufferings and privations is now the 
probable loss^of a limb. You are aware of 
my present situation, and my utter inability 
to procure those indispensable necessaries of 
which I am entirely destitute iand you know* 
also that since the time of my demanding my 
passport, I have been de{)rived of the small 
jpittance and wretched rations, unti^ then-ial- 
lowed me ; and had it not been for the’asffls^ 
ance I obtained from a friend, I'rftust ine- 
vitably have’ perished for , want. I was now 
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upon the point of retirjng, when he said that 
he would endeavour to procure me my ar- 
rears of ration-money, as he was not aware I 
had been deprivpd of It. — I now quitted him 
without replying to his latter promises, and 
repaired to Col6nel G — , thpn at Juaij Gre- 
igo ; ‘ to whom I related the infamous treat- 
ment I had experienced* from Bryon, and 
gave Vent to those invectives against the Re- 
public; which its ingratitude and the con- 
duct of most of its chiefs drew from me, and 
which I had with difficulty suppressed while 
.in the presence of Admiral Bryon. — The 
Traveller brig was to sail that afternoon, in 
order to escape the embargo. General Ur- 
daneta sent me an order on the commissary 
for the arrears of my ration-money, which 
my urgent anid destitute situation perempto- 
rily demanded that I should accept. These 
Yew cut dollars.! could not procure in time ; 
and had it not been for the kindness of Lieu- 
tenant-colonel W---, who gave me a part of 
the sum, ^d made himself responsible to pay 
for date' few necessaries that! had procured as 
a^sea-stodk'to St. Thomas, I must have em- 
barked without it. .Colonel G — 'kindly prd-t 
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Cured for m6 two or three soldiers’ shirts, as 
my baggage, with respect to articles ojf ap- 
j^irel, was now reduced to what I had’ on. 
After bidding* farewell, and receiving, the 
^sincere wishes of Colonel G — , Lieutenant- 
Colonel W— •, and a few othef officers, from 
whom I had experienced the greatest kind- 
ness, I embarked on bqafd the Traveller, and 
with a sensation of* joy beyond description 
found myself once more under the protection 
of the British flag. — Part of the troop’s raised 
by Colonel English, who had entrusted them 
to the command of Lieutenant-colonel Blos- 
set, and their utmost strengtli did not ex- 
ceed four hundred : these deluded men dis- 
embarked the day after their arrival, in full 
expectation of receiving their promised bounty 
of eighty Spanish dollars each private, and 
two hundred dollars the officers. They al-* 
ready fancied their fortunes made on setting 
their feet on shore in a country which they, 
as well as ourselves, had be’en given to un- 
dey^tand was q,bsolutely inundate*^ with 
money. Their disappointment was conse- 
quently great when they received fbf their 

rations a little salt-fish and 'bad biscuit^ with-^ 

. • • 
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out an^ mention made* of theif bounty or 
even pay. They were crowded into old tents, 
and ‘under trees exposed to the scorching 
heat of the sun, and witii difficulty did they 
procure their wretched rations. On the first ^ 
evening of theifr landing, tjie men discover- 
ing *1116 manner in which they had been de- 
ceived, became clamorous in their complaints, 
whlth had ne'arly led to s®rious consequences, 
as they broke out into open mutiny ; and 
were With difficulty appeased by a promise 
that their situation should be speedily bet- 
tered, and that they should receive part of 
their bounty fmmediately. The Angostura 
scene was now acted over again by their of- 
ficers, who were obliged, in order to enable 
them to procure common necessaries, to send 
out their servants with their apparel for sale, 
ibr which they could get but a trifle in ex- 
change, as the inhabitants of Margarita are 
not much overburthened with money. The 
troops under tile command of Lieutenant- 
colone^.Blosset, presented a most wretched 
appearance ; they were destitute of all mili- 
^ tary Nothing or appointment, which they 
gave us to understand was to follow them ; 
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they were for the mgst pai;! in rags, and 
those that had any thing tolerably decent, 
were compelled to part with it to purtihase 
food, as their present rations were so differ-. 

^ ent from what they expected", that they could 
not, like us who ,were now inured to patrio- 
tic living, consent to subsist on them so long 
as it was possible, at tjie expense of stripping 
themselves to their ‘last article of appar^, to 
procure any thing more congeniaL to their 
former manner of living. — The fever soon 
spread among the new comers ; .and the hos- 
pital half-way between Juan Greigo and 
Norte, which had been appointed for them, 
was shortly filled with sick, numbers of whom 
breathed their last only a few days after their 
arrival in this* ill-fated country; in which 
they had formed sanguine expectations of 
shortly accumulating a fortune. — After an 
encampment of about fourteen.days at Juan "" 
Greigo, they were ordered to Pampatar ; on 
their arrival at their new 'quarters nothing 
but dissension ^ took place ; and tj^ntinual 
alarms pervaded the breasts of the inhabi- 
tants as to what might be the result of the/ 
discontent nianifested by, Los Ingleses, as 
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they termed th^ British troops, at their shame- 
ful reception apd treatment/’ 

• Major Flintek says, “The losses which 
this .country is, sustaining, both in the de- 
struction of her Subjects and in national re- ^ 
putation, are 'passed over, in silence : we 
know and we receive daily information, 'that 
our sons, our brothers^ and our countrymen, 
are H»till falling victims to their own credu- 
lity, in placing belief in the promises of the 
Patriot 'agents ; and that they are most mi- 
serably perishing by hundreds, through sick- 
ness and famine, in the midst of these noble, 
great and exalted South American Patriots, 
by whom they are looked upon with haired 
and contempt, and left to perish, like so 
many lepers : and neither affection, huma- 
nity, nor national pride, stops for a moment 
to inquire, whether they are victims. to the 
glory and weykre of this country ; to the ad- 
vantage and prosperity of South America ; 
to the means of "promoting some great ob- 
ject ; 01^, whether they are not merely the 
toolsy the mercenary soldiersy of captains of 
^banditti;* of men devoid of principle and 
honour^ whose sol^ object is plunder.” 
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Of the Infidelity of the South Ame- 

RICANS TO ALL ENGAGEMENTS, and of 

the base and villainous defence which* they 

make against their kiliihnent, the following. 

is a substantial proof, extracted from the 

Morning Chronicje of 17th Mhy, 1820. • 

> 

Court of King\s Bench, May 16 . 

THOMPSON 1 ). D»EVEIlEU;v, ESQ. ^ 

This was an action brought by a ship- 
broker of Liverpool against the d(*fendant. 
General Devereux, a gentlemen of some cele- 
brity, to recover commission andT brokage for 
procuring freight, in order tp carry out to 
Venezuela troops under the defendant’s com- 
mand, in aid of the Spanish Liberales of 
South America, at the rajte of 3/. a -head per 
man. 

Mr. Chitty conducted the plaintiff'’s case, 
and Mf. Scarlett the defendant’s. 

On the part of the plaintiff’* general evi- 
dence was given, that he was employed by 
the defendant as his agent, for the purpose 
o€ hiring ships to carry out troops H) assist 
Bolivar, Captain-general and Supreme Chief j 
of the Venezuelan forces in South America, 
in tlv 3 month of June 181.^; The case prin- 
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cipally rested qn the, evidence of a charter 
party .of the ship Hannah, and it appeared 
that k Mr. Macnamara was also one of the 
defendant’s agents at Liverpool. 

On the part of the defendant, it was sub- 
mitted by Mr. Scarlett, tjbat the plaintiff 
coufd not maintain his action at law, for by 
the 9 Geo. 2. c. 35. ai\d the 29 Geo. 2. c. 27. 
it was declared to be felony for any subject 
of this c 9 untry'to enlist any of His Majesty’s 
subjects in aid of any foreign potentate, and 
therefore it was unlawful to hire any vessel 
for the purpose of carrying into effect such 
unlawful' purpose. He admitted that the late 
Foreign Enlistment Act did not comprehend 
the present case, inasmuch as it was anterior 
to the passing of the law. » 

The Chief Justice ruled that the objection 
was well taken, and therefore directed the 
plaintiff to be non-suited. 

A precisely similar case or two have since 
occurred, in one of which Messrs. Herring 
and Richardson were parties. But it is use- 
less to^dVrell on these cases : they are per- 
fectly notorious. 
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Of their future conduct the few 
WHO MAY survive IN TIIDIR SERVICE, 
Mr. Brown says, This courageous dTispo- 
sition (of the Llaneros) does* not extend to 
,the people of Guyana, who are a pusillani- 
mous race, 3^et ve«"y proud and haughty, and 
remarkably jealous of foreigner^, whom they 
consider j^s interlopers and needy adven- 
turers. The religion that is inculcated to 
them by bigoted fanatics alone, ; teaches 
them ■ to despise the heretics, as they style 
the English. Consequently if they now show 
so much indifference to Europeans, how will 
they comport themselves when, they are soli- 
cited to recompence them for past services, 
should they eventually succeed in establish- 
ing their independence? — In the event of the 
success of the Republic, a British subject is 
to receive a grant of land equivalent to his 
arrears of pay, &c. This land m« 11 most pro- 
bably be given him in a part of the country 

in which the natives would refuse to fettle ; 

* 

a^fd the person put in possession of i*f would 
be compelled to employ a party of Indians . 
to reside on bis estate, to protect fti^ from ^ 
the .depredations of the *f^vages and wild 
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beasts. Yet stvU will this portion be estimated 

at a-considemble value, and the incumbent 

% 

will ‘be liable to all the^ inconveniences of a 
separation of many leagues iVom a civilized 
settlement. As to promotion, is it not na- 
tural to imagine that the preference will be 
given to nattves ? That such is the inten- 
*tion is manifest heypnd a doubt, from the 
folfowing declamtion oPtheir chiefs ; — ‘ We 
do not )vant officers, but men who will carry 
the musket, and act in obedience to those of 
our countrymen whom we shall be pleased to 
appoint to command them.' — The natives 
already, while nothing is in their power, 
evince great jealousy of the British, whom 
they call heretics ; what then can an officer 
expect, when he shall demahd his promised 
reward, and be dependent on the smiles of 
these now ungrateful people, who, as the vo- 
kioteer was. le<l to expect, were groaning 
under a yoke of misery, and whom the 
Royajists ruled with a rod of iron ? Yet what 
is now|4:heir situation and great change?"- 
The Indians, of whom the army is princi- 
pidfy fcotoposed, are taken froili their native 
^missions, and t<vii from the (x>som of ^ their 
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fiimilies, to co-openite, in thg cause of free- 
tiom ; of which, after all their, services,, they 
only retain the empty sound. — It will bfe evi- 
dent on a moment’s consifleication, that, the 
^Republic is greatly involve’d not only for 
supplies received, from England to a serious 
amount, but also from speculators in *the 
United States of America, and in the West 
India Colonies, .the* engagements of the^at- 
ter having been formed at a peri^ when 
Englishmen had not y6t embarked fortunes 
in the cause. These speculator,s, aware of 
their danger, but now too late to retreat, still 
assist them, in hopes that additional supplies 
may speedily terminate the affair in their fa- 
vour, and realize their hopes. The Patriots 
have arms in their hands, to which they are 
unaccustomed, and of the use of*which they 
are entirely ignorant. In an official and 
public dispatch from Morillo, ,that general " 
observes, that Spain has no ocxiasion to send 
arms and stores to the Royalists; as ^Eng- 
land supplies them abundantly through tlie 
medium of their enemies, w ho upon all occa* 
.sion throw them away to facilitate th«ir flight > 
from aMeadybharge of disciplined troops. 

. • 2 n 2 •• 
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Major Planter ^says “From the know- 
ledge I have of the people of South America, 
I most confidently assert, that they will 
never cordially„unite with people of diflerent 
customs and hahits to their own, but, more 
particularly, people whose, religious princi- 
ples are so very opposite, to* emancipate 
themselves from Spain. And however great 
ancriiberal the advantages held out to them, 
and brilliant the consequences, they will 
consider them to be too dearly purchased at 
the hazard of their religion. The people of 
every country possess prejudices, which have 
been handed down from one generation to 
another, but ’no antipathy is so strong as 
that which results from the difference of 
religious opinion, which it is difficult and 
dangerous lo eradicate. These are obstacles 
which the Anglo-auxiliary patriots will meet 
with at the IJrst onset, from the opinion of 
the people whose cause they espouse. 

Of^ the MlifUAL JEALOUSY OF THE 
Souti^«Americans, and of even the most 

FAVOURABLE RESULT OF THEIR WAR- 

FAREJ Mr. HacketT justly remarks, “At 
jpreseitt the ori^iaal or Indian nativeSj and 
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the South American Spaniar^is, have united 
their exertions for the subversion of the Roy- 
alist power ; but it is only a mutual feeling 
of hostility against a common enemy, which 
, has induced these two distinct classes to join 
their interests, and. suspend* the sentiments 
of jealous enmity with which they are ’ani- 
mated against each other ; and it is generally 
apprehended, that should tlieir cou/ttned , 
strength succeed in the present struggle, the 
contest w ill immediately assume ano’ther cha- 
racter, and South America become the scat 
of hostility between its white and black po- 
pulation.” • 

Such arc the representations of all the 
writers who have hatl any coiiiiection with 
South Amcricyns. To crown the wliole, it 
may be observed, that there is •scarcely one 
British merchant who has aided them, vvho 
has not been thereby ruined. Yet when the^ 
creditors of these bankrupt, imprisoned, and 
ruined creditors of this cmiteinptilde Repub- 
lic have received its public debenture^, they 
are treated precisely as the original creditors 
were, as is evinced by the tollowing^ adver-y 
tisernent : 
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RErU?3LIC OF COLOMBIA. 

Thc^ undersigned,* Don Francisco Antonio Zca, having irr 
his capacity of Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipo- 
tentiarjyr from the Repi^Iic of Colombia granted to the Credi- 
tors of the said Government <U'rtain Debentures in payment 
of their respective claims, bearing an interest of 10 per cent, 
per annum, the 1st instalment of which becon>es due on the 
1 St of May next, hereby informs the holders of the said de- 
bentures that the said Goicrnnunt has not Inen able as yet to 
ra/nt ^ the Committee appointed for that purpose, in London, 
^ the funds necessary to the^ayment of the said instahunt. I'his 
delay is the unavoidable consequence of the great changes 
which have fately taken place, the Seat of Government having 
been removed from Angostura to Cucuta, and the inarch and 
countermarch of droops having for a time interrupted the 
communication with the sea-ports, but which has ultimately 
led to the conclusion* of an armistice from which a happy ter- 
mination of the war may bo expected. The undersigned has 
much satisfaction in informing the Creditors of the Republic 
of Colombia tliat he has reccivetl despatches from his govern- 
ment, giving him the most positive assuiance of the prompt 
remittance of tlia aforesaid funds which the aforesaid military 
movements had retarded. 

FRANCISCO ANTONIO ZEA. 

Paris, April 2.5,^1821. 


The whole conduct of tliese men is one 
tissue q|‘,ignorance, imbecility, apology, and 
fraud ; having, however, their first founda- 
Vtion in<he physical circumstances of climate, 
&c. described at the lieginning'of tliis paper. 
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Moore, indeed, ' has perfectly 
America in the following lines 1 

And look, how soft in yonder radiant wave, 

The dying Sun prepares his golden grave ! — 

Oh great Potowmac ! ol/ you banks of shade ! 

You mighty scenes/in Nature’s morning made, 

While still, in rioh magnificence of^ prime. 

She pour’d her wonders, lavishly sublime ; • 

Nor yet had learn’d to stoop, with humbler care, 
rVom grand to soft, frofii wonderful to fair ! 

Say, were your towering hills, your boundless Hood 
Your rich savannahs, and majestic woOils, 

^here bards should meditate, and heroes rote, 

And woman charm, and man deserve her love ! 

Oh ! was a world so bright but born to grace 
Its owH half-(jrg(iHiz\i, half-tnindcd race 
Of weak barbarians, swarming o'er Us breast. 

Like vermin gender'd on the lion's crest ? 

Were none but brutes to call that soil their home ^ 

Or worse, thou mighty world! oh! doubly worse, 

Did Heaven diesign thy lordly land to nurse 
The motley dregs of every distant clime • 

Each blast of anarchy and taint of aime, 

IV hick Europe shakes from her perturbed sphere, 

In full malignity to rankle herd ^ 

The picture is completed in those which 
follow ; 

All that creation’s various mass assumes ' 

Of grand or lovely, here aspires and blooms ; 

Bold rise die mountains, rich the gardens glow, 

Bright lakes, expand and conquering rivers flow ; 
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Mmd afom ,, without wXose quickening 

Thv world *s <\ wilderness ^ tiiul man hut elay^ 

Mind — mind alone, in barren still repose, 

JVo^* blooms, nor rises, nor expands, nor Jlows ! 

Take Christians, , mohawks, definocrats and all. 

From the rude wf^-wam to the congress-liall, 

From man the savage, whethe#%lav’d or free. 

To man the civihz’d, less tame than he! 

^I'is one dull chaos, one unfertile strife 
Hetuixt half-polish'd and half-barbarous life ; 

Where every ill the anciei^^ world can brew, 
ft mix’d with every grossness *\>f the new ; 

Where all corrupts, though little can entice, 

And ijdching’s known of luxury, but its vice. 

T. Moour. 
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Minute Account of the NAviOA'rioN 
OF the Orinoco in a Journal of 
A Passage uiv '^hat- River to An- 

'V'.' 

GOSTUR a. 

Saturday 6th Febmary. — Rainy morning 
with very light airs of wind* Ship dft her 
way to the Orinoco. Soundings bjf the lead 
as we proceeded, just keeping the 'shore in 
sight 10, 9, 8, 74, 6 and 64 fathoms. Dis- 
cerned the mouth of the Guyama River at 
9 o’clock : almost calm at *10. At 12 the 
Captain took an observation of the sun, mak- 
ing the latitude of the Guyama river 8®. 36’ 
very nearly iw a direct line with it at the 
time. Our chart lays down tht; coast from 
Cape Nassau to Cape Sabanita, at least 23 
miles more to the westward than it ought to^ 
be, and Cape Sabanita an equal distance 
further to the south than* it actually is. It 
is thus named “ A new and correi^t/general 
Chart of the’We.st Indies, including the^ 
Gulf of Mexico and Bay of HontUiaas, coW 
h'cted jtrom Hhc surveys, journals, and as- 
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tronomical observations of the most cele- 

I ^ ♦ 

brated navigators, by William Heath, 1801.” 
Only ‘ four miles south of the Orinoco, and 
about 26 east o,f it. On tasting the water 
about 12 miles distant fl^pm the shore, in a 
direct line with the Guyanja river, found it 
still 'very salt. Tried it also last night about 
30 miles further south, and found it also 
very ^alt, although much different in its co- 
lour to the sea generally, particularly to tlu* 
waters *that compose the Western Ooean. 
Calm at 12., A pleasant breeze springing 
up, about 3 the .ship began to gete-heatl 
again at the rate of 6 or 7 knots. A hand in 
the chains sounding, gave us the depth of 
water as we drew in towards tfrc land, steer- 
ing W. 10, 9> 9i> 7» (>» 5 fathoms, and 

about 6 o’clock, when the land was just 
fairly in sight, about 4^ fathoms, in which 
we brought up for the night, probably about 
12 miles distant from the shore. The cur- 


rent strong enough here to keep the ship- 
stern t3§, wind, setting directly out to sea. 
^ Slime and froth on the surface of the watch- 
'coming' ki lines from the N.W. : no doubt 
from the Orinoco. . 

* 4 



ORINOCO A 1 !|D iRAi;CA. . 379 

• • 

Sunday 7th.-— Weighed •ab.out 9 witli a 
light breeze and strong current from tlie ri- 
ver, setting directly out to sea rather inclin- 
ing to the southward.. Water still changing 
its course as we approach, first steering W. 
and then as tho water becomes shallow 
less 4 and 4 fathoms) steertng W. and ijy N. 
and W. N. W., the land just jlearly in sight 
and the people at (he mast-head now able to 
discover Cape Sabanita. Great numbers of 
rouflid black seeds about the size of a trap- 
ball floating from the river with the current. 
Heavy sudden showers between 9 and 10. 
Weather rather close but not particularly op- 
pressive. O^noco about 12 miles distant 
Soundings by the deep 4. Tasted the water 
and found it Jresh and pleasant as that of 
the Thames, softer if possible. At 1 1 shal- 
lowed our water to 3^ and 3 fathoms, sandy 
bottom, put the ship about^ now laying 
S. S. E. regaining the mud bottom. It* is 
now evident that we are a short distance to 

windward of the mud bank, and 3 o/4 miles 

• 

to the southward of its point. Can discern# 
the situation of the mud bank clearljf 
from the lifflVt colour of* the water over if. 
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Put the ship about again to get to the north- 
ward of the point and gain tlie other skle. 
Ran a"bout f of an hour^ and having point 
Barima l)earing^S. W^, and S.*'^ S. bore" up 
and ran towards it, having .4 and 3^ fathoms 
water. Ship steering S. S. W. ^ W., the 
mu(jf bank to windward, and point Barima 


now straight a-head. .Soft bottom. Water 
on Aie bar a different cblour to the main 



stream ; ^lame as the mud bank. Soundings 
3J: fathom. Bar just a-head. Now on* the 
bar. Soundings as we proceeded 3 fathom, 
^ less 3, 3, ^ less 3, 3, i less 3, 2^, i less 
3, i Icvss 3, 2^, i less 3. Ship now ly- 

ing S. S. W. 2^ fathom, \ less 3, now S. 
and by W. i W. i less 3, S. and by W. ^ 
less 3, 2^. Island Cangrejbs to leeward 
bearing W. W. Main land now bearing 
S. S. E. soundings 3 f., now over the bar, 
the latter 7 nr 8 miles in length. Trees 
flcTating down thff river. Crab island bearing 
W. anvl by S. ; keep her away S. W. ; sound- 
ings 3^VR ; bottom hardening ; 3i f. ; keep 
her away rather more to southward ; keep 
WS. W?; soundings 3^, i less 4, deep 4, 
4-^.f. (sail a-lviid) 3, \ keep^her 
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up ; (another sail a-head) ,5 f. soundings. 

About 5 o’clock having come up with the 
first vessel, which we found to be a pilot 
cutter statioried here to look*out for the* ships 
, expected from England; they hailed us and 
recommended cyir anchoring', which we im- 
mediately did in 4 fathoms water. ’Four 
persons came on boajd, one of whom being 
a pilot, and the others having depart^, we 
weighed again immediately to take advan- 
tage of the tide, which was now setting up the 
river. It was about 4 o’clock, when we again 
weighed anchor and proceeded up the river 
with a pleasant breeze : ship* steering nearly 
W., and the soundings 6 and f. at 6. 
o’clock. Sdme time after 7 f-» approaching 
the island Catigrejos, distant about 2 miles. 
Island now a-beam ; soundings 7i, 7^, 8, 
7i f. Ship going W. N. W. 8^ f. at 9 and 
10 o’clock as we advanced,; the current 
now running down at the- rate of about 2 
miles an hour. Keeping Extremely ylose to 
the right bank, often not more tlfen 200 
yards distant ; we deepened our water to 9> 
iO, 11, and Hi fathoms. Continued ail 
nij^it going tently a-hea^ against .the cur- 
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rent until about in tlie morning, when we 
anchored; current running down at the rate 
o / Qi to 3 knots per hour. 

Monday 8th.. Fine morniiig but hazy 
over the land, which i.s extremely near us ; 
heavy dew rising from the trpes, and squalls 
of rain occasionally. The river here about 
the width of the Thames at Richmond. Large 
trunk's and boughs of trees floating down the 
river. Current running down here between 
2 and 3 knots. Weighed anchor at 20 n^in. 
past 9) wind aft but light. Weather warm 
but not oppressive. Steering S. and by W. 
At 1 1 standing over towards the right bank 
close in shore. Scenery exce.ssively rich and 
beautiful. Great variety of Ntrees, cocoa 
nut, palm, bananas, myrtl(Sj, &c. &c. ; 


parrots of the most beautiful plumage flying 
among the woods as we pass ; lower part of 
\he trees undet; water ; no possibility of land- 
ing. Great number of white and great he- 
rons seeking their‘food upon the banks and 
in the ^ter. Man in the rmns sounding, 
jdepth.’of water 7-^ and T^f- ; close over to 
lAie left side less 7 and 5 f. ; standing over 
towards, the righ^ thank i les^ 6, 7, ^nd 
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ll^f. From on% to two o’cJloGk ran down a 
reach about 3 miles long, direction by. com- 
pass N. and S . round the point the rB'er 
tends E. and W. Ship stphring W. and by 
N. W. and N. and by S. River extremely 
serpentine, continually coming into reaches, 
many of them not more than three miles 
long. Now in rathena long (me, aboi^ 8 or 
10 miles in length. Direction W. and by 
N. and by E. and by S. Ship steering W. 
witfi a pleasant breeze. Weather delightful. 
Trees resembling laburnums dn the shore, 
and branches of myrtle floatingdown. Roar- 
ing of wild beasts heard in the morning. 
Ship going N. W. at past 4> ; depth of 
water 6, 4, 7^, 10^ and 11^ f. ; course W. 
S. W. at ^ past 5. At 6 going S. W. and 
by W. Anchored about 7 in the evening, 
not more than 30 or 40 yards f^nm tliP 
bank. People fishing. ' 

Tuesday 9th. — Weighed at y, snip stana- 
ing toward the opposite point ; steering W, 
^nd by N. Anchored again at half-p^t ; not 
wind enough to stem the current. Weighed-* 
again a little before 1 1 ; steering N. W . to- 
wards the ri^]^ bank N. and by N. Cur*- 
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rent stronger; ‘depth ‘of trater ^ less 10. 
AnchfJre^. Weighed again at -I past 12. 
Ndw at a point of river, high ground round 
the point, saw if .last night looming over the 
surrounding tre.es. Course W.’S. W. Di- • 
rection of this reach about S. S. W. and N. 

i 

N. E. ; beautiful view. Birds fishing on the 
bank^ as larga as swans, white necks and 
heads, black bodies, and red legs. Sound- 
ings 4, i less 5 f. Anchored at 2. 

Weighed at 3. Soundings .5, i less 6, i 
l^s 7) 7 f. Ship lying about W. and by S. 

5 f. Very shqwery qll day, with breezes 
and calms alternately. People successful in 
fishing. Birds of the most (J>eautiful note 
and plumage enliven the scenery of this 
charming ri^er. Numerous aloes growing 
along the shore. River here from 3 to 400 
yards wide, and some of the reaches not 
more than f 6f a mile in length. Evening 
i^udy and much disposed to rain, but cleared 
away eonsiderably as night advanced ; per- 
fect cafes. Ship at anchor all night. No^v 
about 18 miles from Sacupana, and 110 
\rom Guyana^ according to the pilot’s cal- 
eulatioii. River continues ext/^mely serjien- 
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tine, and the banks lined wrth.trees of many 
descriptions, roots under water. Fishjabun- 
dant. A man oj^erboard in the evening 
found great difficulty in sterflming thec&rrent 
although a good swimmer. ^ Current return- 
ing at the rate t)f from 2 to 3 miles an hour ; 
slackened considerably at night. The 'pilot 
states that when we ^arrive at Sacup^a the 
Commandant will, upon requisition being 
made to him, send us fresh beef anji fruit on 
account of the Republic, and without chaige 
to us. Very hot in the evening. River h^re 
about 300 yards wide. Wqter muddy thus 
far ; branches and roots of trees continually 
floating do\^. 

Wednesday 10th. Weighed ^ before 6. 
Rainy morning with light airs pf wind. Pi- 
lot heaving the lead ; depth of water 6 f. 
Ship steering W. and by N. and W. and b^ 
S. ; a reach h6re not more than 3 or ^00 
yards long. White birds, continually on the 

banks. Water of the Orinoco pajJL ^ 

tmild and soft; clear when seen In a glass, 
but in the river it looks as mud(^ as thfe 
Thames. Trees on the shore covered wAh 
ivy and vin^; .colour o;^ the vegetation ex- 
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ees^ively luxurijaiit. . Some trees resembling 
weepiE^ willows, but larger and, higher. We 
have begun since yestferd^y , morning to have 
a bfnik on $:ap,lf ,side ai^forniierly the lower 
part of the trunjks of frees were entirely 
under water ; no pfiMi^yity of landing. 'High 
land a-head — probably Sacupana. Trees on 
it stilly looming* 6ver thuse^ imrtiedia,tcly be- 
fore us, arid smoke (or dew) rising from it. 
Course Wj ^ S. Nobody sounding; sorhe- 
times quite close hauled to the wind, amf at 
ot|^ers directly l>^ore it^ owing to the ex^ 
tremely serpenti/ie part of the river. An- 
chored again a little before 10 in 11 f. water. 
No .wind. Weighed again a littje before 11 
with a light breeze and frequent and heavy 
.showers. Coyrse W. and by S. Anchored 
at 12, and weighed again a little after with 
^ pleasant breeze. A tolerably long reach 
extending aboift 3 miles E. and W. with a 
river running to t;)ie N. about f of the dis- 
tance up^ Made another short angle to the 
S. S.W. and then another tolerably long reach f 
extending W. and by N. and E. and by S. 
H^avy showers preceded by breezes. Ship 
fon half iln hour goipg 4 or ^ Ij^nots agaiitst 
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Fresh breeze during the nigtit.* Ship going 
7 and 8 knots. KepJ; the mid-channelt In 
some places water f, deep. • 

F ii I D A Y 1 2th . W ei^ed in the morning at 4 
* with alight breeze. Ship going a-head 2 and 3 
knots. Three Indians on board for the n,se of 
thepilotinsoundingas M’ehavc no boat. K'eep- 
ing the mid-channpl. '‘Strong durrent. ^ssed 
a small island situated in the middle of the ri- 
ver.^ Ship steering W. S. breeze tentinues. 
Keeping still the mid-channel N.W. and W,; 
now inclining to the right bank. River rather 
narrowed. Ship steering Wt and by N. No 
soundings with 14 or 1.5 f. line out ; uom' i less 
10. deep 9 fi"^. and by S. 10^ fT A long 
reach tending W. and by N. 6 or 8 miles 
long. Drawing near the Pass which is situ- 
ated at*the end of a reach extending nearly 
E. and W. and the river branching oft* at th<i, 
end in various directions. One branch teazl- 
ing S. W. Soundings as. we approach the^ 
point 7. 6* 5. 4. deep 4. ^ less 3 . 4 ^ 5 . and 
f. in which we anchored for the night ; the 
pilot not considering it safe to proceed fur- 
ther in the (|ark. Now about 5 leagues from 
(xifyana. K'tZJUover to\^rds the right baftk 
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and anchored* near it. * Pilot gone out with 
the canoe to sound and find the deepest 
water for the ship. Current veiy strong here, 
equal to 3^ knotsu Islands a-head. People 
successful in fishing. Pleasant breeze at 
evening and at night. No rain to-day. River 
rath'er widening ; about a mile and quarter in 
bread«^h here. ‘Very ho\; at mid-day. Nearly 
the same description of vegetation here that 
we have ‘.Steen all along. A long reach ^his, 
nearly E. and W., then tends about W.N.W. 
and E. S. E. ‘ 

As far as Barancas there are t/iree or four 
hours back current daily; but beyond that 
place it is invariably down, extepting where 
the windings of the river fiprm an eddy 
tide. V 

Satuiidav 13th. — No wind — not«able to 
^yeigh before 9 o’clock, when a pleasant 
brj^ze sprang \ip. At 10, while advancing 
^to the Pass, we giyiunded in 13 feet water, 
near tl^^ mid-channel. Braced the yards 
round, anci got her off again \»fith the assist-* 
ance of. the current in about 10 minutes. 
Kept more over to the right banl^, and deep- 
ened our water, the map) now round the 
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j)oint in 10 fathoms. ’MounCains in the dis- 
tance, one near Guyana, shape resenihling 
that of the ro^of of j^n* English barn. Plca-^ 
' sant breeze. Uiver rather n^rt’ower ; stedfing 
•S. S. W. Water shallowing. ^*Ship now pas- 
sing another baj*. Soundings 3. 4 3. i4f. 
steering 8. W. Several islands right and left. 
()^ f. Preserving the mid-chaimcl for ^out 
4 miles, with 4|-. 5. and G f. water. Saw the 


c^ascades of Piaeba on the side of somb of the 
mountains before us. Came to a point near 
Guyana, where the river takes K. & W. and 


N..S.W 

N. & S. directions 1 • 


Kdtping the wes- 


tern branch, W'lich is the main rivel'7 we*ob- 
served the Fort, of Guyana upon a hill, and 
presently had sight of the village. Fired a 
salute of 11 guns, when opposite the fort, and 
anchored about a quarter to 4 o’clock. It rains , 
here very much ; more frequently than M 
Angostura, and is considerably cooler. The. 
breeze sets in here about 10 in the nuyning, 
arfd the river rises and falls daily about a foot. 

Sunday 14th. Showery all dayj * ^ 

Monday 15th. Showery* all day, with 
stron|ij breezes aivl frequoi^ squalls. Many* 
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wild cotton trees round this place, and abnnd- 
ancccof wild fruits. Scenery in the country 
Jiere rural and pretty ; hut nothing very ex- 
traordinary. V pry little timber here tit for 
felling and exportation. 

Wednesday 17th. Captain now deter- 
mined to go up in the ship — great difficulty 
in procuring 9 pilot. * 

Thursday 18th. Made sail about half- 
past ongvwiih a pleasant breefze. Ship steer- 
ing W. S. W, Strong current and rocks 
above the su'rface of the water on the S. side 


of the river, yilly country on that side, but 
not so on the north. Ship going S. W. ^ W. 
and* then W. and by N. — a ^fplerably long 
reach. Course now W. and^ by N. still. — 
Gravelly hi^s on the right-hand, and a green 
island and rock near the left bank. Keep- 
ing close over to the right bank to avoid a 
sbpal which lun off the island, a branch of 
river tending N. E. and by E. on the 


right ^de of thejnain stream. Rocks a-head 
with a ‘ripple running aver* them. Rocks 


also on the right side running into the river 
'forming a point — an awkward passage. — 


•Soundings 4f. (i^j.*additioi^to 13 feet allowed 
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on the lead line for thti ship^s? draft of water) 
in the channel, but very shSillow on, each 
side. Helm ,from one side to the other as^ 
quickly as possible. ••Keeping away almost 
N. N.W. At the passage jn one part no 
bottom, with ^ f. line in addition, &c. — 
Keeping over to the right bank 4 f Stand- 
ing down a long rearfi passed# a small^reep 
island in the mid-channel, and the mission of 
St. ^iguel on the left hand. This reach, 
from 12 to 15 miles in length, and more than 
a mile wide, terminated by an island, on the 
right side of which is the channel for ships to 
pass ; and on the left the Caroni River dis- 
embogues intp the Orinoco — the \Wfter of the 
former river much clearer than that of the 
latter. Remarkable separation* of the two 
waters in the body of the Orinoco. Island 
Faxardo nearly in the mid-channel, rather , 
inclining to the left side. Shif) now stee 4 ;mg 
S.W. and by W. Fine breeze and good depC 
of water. Current not particularly^ strong 
diere. Ship going near 5 knots a’gainst it. 
At the further end of the island a small arnf 
of the river, tending in-land, with two 
three islands about its ^jfiouCb, and a rock 
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not far distant. * Brought up near the island 
about ? o’clock in 7 f- water, near the right 
bank. i> 

Friday 19th\r Weighed at 6 , with a light 
breeze. Ship steering S.W. and by S. Keep- 
ing the mid-channel, passed'several huts on 
the banks. Several islands in the mid-chan- 
.nel, apd towards the Idft |jank passed to the 
right of all of them — tops covered with 
patches of bushes. Ship steering nearly, W. 
River continues its width, winding towards 
the north. Less trees on the right bank — 
vegetation a sun-burnt appearance, much 
duller and less green than any we have yet 
seen. Alfnost calm. Current viot particu- 
larly strong. Sun very hot. , Came to a 
rocky point which forms a bay to the right. 
A branch of the river here tending S. S. W. 
j;ather narrow entrance — a shoal opposite. 
S^ptUngs 3 f.‘4. and no bottom 3^. 4 >^ 4. 

no bottom in addition, &c. Keeping the 
mid-chahnel . Ship steering- N . W . and by W . 
Awkward * place in the mid-diannel, most^ 
probably^a rock, under the surface of the 
Walter. Passed on the left side. Ship now 
going N.'N. W./rou^d a poin/.^ Course nbw 
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W. and by N. Pleasant Ureeze. Sandy 
beach on both sides approaching the.’Pass 
of Mamo. Keeping close over to the right*' 
bank towards the poitit— ^i>o soundings yet 
•with 4 or 5 f. line out in lyidition, &c. — 
W. and by S. ^ery hot in the sun. 3,^ f. 
Sand stretching a considerable way acifoss 
the river right a-h^ad? Watef on theJPass 
I less 3, &c. &c. Broad sandy beach on the 
left ^de. When near the point hituled to- 
wards the south, running parallel with the 
sand. Keeping that course until over the Pass, 
which is the case when the riv«r on the north 
side is well opened. Ship now steering W. l.| 
2i. 2^. 3^. in«<iddition W. and by^ Went 
over the Pass about one o’clock W. and by N. 
Trees and vegetation here not ntar so thick 
and- luxuriant as they are lower down ; par- 
ticularly below Sacupana. Fine breeze. — « 
Came to a place where the river is not n 
than half its usual width ; l)ut widens again 
immediately, forming severaMtays injtj^ left 
bamk. Vegetation continues to diminish as 
we advance. . On the right there is^SQfircely^ 
any appearance of it; and ^ the left bank not 
mucli* better. Th« currentf rurVj^ with great" 
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rapidity through the narrow channels, form- 
ing quite a sea, occasioned by the opposition 
-of wind and current. The river forms many 
narrow passages- fronrr hence to Angostura. 
Course W. and by S. At the last strait 
is a considerable rock, which is to be passed 
on the left hand, keeping quite close to it, 
as there is another snoal close to the bank, 
formed by a branch of the river, which 
tends in-land on the right side. Thee is 
also a small rock between the former and 
the land. Course S. W. Rocks inland and 
abundance of -them in the water. Country 
rather a barren appfiarance here on both 
sides, nocks on the right bank continually, 
and frequent straits. Soundings 3. 2. If. 
2^. 3. 2f. Si f. in addition, &c. Small 
island on the right, sandy beach on the Jeft 
, 2^. 1 f. in addition, &c. S, W. g,nd by W. 
^-dark anchored on the left bank, near a 
’ strait called Angosturita, about 8 miles 
distaiut from thvr capital. The pilot unwil- 

'■ Hi. 

ling to proceed further on account of the 
^ rocks,, which continue to render the naviga- 
tion dangerous by night. 
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the current, and thert goirf^ •a-stern with 
calms. Brought up. At the last angl|^ not 
able to obtail^ soundings with 13 or 14 
thorns of line out. Stoering.W. ^ S. anJ W. 
•when again under weigh, generally calm 
during and immediately after the ishowers. 
Anchored again at ^ to 4. Weighed between 
7 and 8 with a vcrj^ little breoee. Shyp ly- 
ing W. and by S. ; made 3 or 4 miles, arid 
then anchored for the night at 9 o’ckick. ' 

. Th URSDAY 11th. Weighed about 6. 
Almost calm, but the current slalkenedf as it 
did also yesterday towards evening. A short 
reach and point a-head. Course N. W. and 
by N. ; ashoa^at the point; keep^wt from 
it. Great River just round the point. Water 
34 . ^ less 4. 4i. 5. 3^. 6. i less^^. 7- 6'^ f. 
Keep the mid-channel. 6. 5^. ^ less 5 f. — 
Next reach tends S.W.. very warm msirning. 

About a mile and half from tile point, iljigL 
water is so deep near the bapk, that a very^ 
large ship might ride beside iLas by a wj^arj, 
in 4 )erfect safety.*^ 

We have not yet seen the mam stre|-m ot 
the Orinoco. Now in the other reacfi. Ship ^ 
going W. and by River^id^ing and a ' 
2 c 2 
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plantation a^h^ad onthe ri^ht bank. Water 
i les§ 5, near'the*ltiid>channel, but rather in- 
■^lining to the right b^nk. peep 4^, 3 f. 
Keep her away. A*, tolerably long reach 
opening from^ a narrow space: the Rio 
Grande* before us. Strong current. Keep 
the mid-channel 5^ f. Shallow water near 
the right bank. Ship steering W. and by N. 
Soundings to the Great River deep, 4. 4^. 
^ less 5; 5. 5^. 6. 6^. 7 f* deepening as we 
approach. At one corner where the branches 
join on the left side is an old mansolut — on 
the other the point terminates the islands 
which have hitherto separated us from the 
Greafttiver. The stream through which we 
have passed now points nearly E. S. E. The 
Rio Grand# E. N. E. ^N. astern. Near Sa- 
cupana. Grounded between 4 and 5 o’clock, 
but ha'jing braced round the yards, the ship 
(isikeeled off again immediately, deepening 
her water to 4. 4^. 5. 6. and 7 f- in a 
few (pinutes, beeping over towards the left 
bank. A pleasant breeze sptinging up helped 
us 01 ^ to Sacupana. 

Fine breeze. River about a mile in breadth. 
Couree W.y^nd^liy S. 5j 6. and 7 f.twater. 
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Satu rd ay 20th. Weigli«d between 5and 
6 in the morning, (the ship having grdunded 
during the rl^ht) ap(J proceeded towards An- 
gostura with a pleasaijt bre^e» .'Passed ’seve- 
ral rocks right and left, and some rocks and 
islands in the mid-channel. •The island we 
left upon our left hand. As there is abund- 
ance of water from ^ngostiyita to Angos- 
tura we did not sound. About 7 we saw the 
town with a telescope very distiyctly, and 
severals schooners^ and sloops lying at anchor. 
The back part oA;he town is s® elevated that 
it may be seen at a considerable distance, 
say 8 or 10 miles. The river does not wind 
here quite so much as formerljfa m ^We an- 
chored about 10 o’clock. 


THR knI). 


Piiiilcdby S. & 

Dorart Sj^cet, Salitbary Lo^u. 
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also be had bound in One Pocket Volume. I85. boards. 

^ - 

SAPPHO, a Tragedy, translated from the German of Grille* 

parser, by John Bramsen. 8vo. 45. 6d. sewBd. 

IDLE HOURS.— A Collection of Poems, by W. hTaI^ 

STRONG, Esq. foolscap Bvo. 65. boardf. ^ 

PHILANTHROPY, and other Powns. By IncJTam Cob- 

niN, M.A. foolscapjBvo. 7s. • 

Napoleon maxims. — a Manuscript found in the Port- 
folio of Las Casas, containing Maxims and Observations of Napo-* 
Icon, collected during the last Two Years of Hesidence .at 
St. Helena. 8vo. 45. 6d. boards. 0 

ROBERTSON’S GRAMMAR «f,the Modern Greek L^ 

guage, to which are ad^ed Phrases Dial^ues on the most im- 
portant sulijects, witTi extract from R-oniaic Aunors. 12in<ft 45. 6(1, 
boards. t. 



Pubiuhcli ty Youfig mid Ypuftg. 
PESTAli)ZZr^ aR4>IMikR ; or, Thb Mother’s Book, 

exemplifying Pestalozai*® System of Awakeoiag tbe U*^erstmiding of 
Chilffen in Languai|re, Drawing, Deometiy, and iKtimbers, witli a 
eomplfte English Graiuti(i«r and ^ide to Farsitir , By P. H, Puli^, 
Head<;Ma8ter the Philological Scl^l. 12m;^ . 65. boards. 

P'ES’SALOZZkc tntELLECTUAL ARITHMETI(K- 

emplifying the-Doctllne«of Mental Calculation by means of TaWs, 
By P.H. Pullen. ^,n2mo. with Three large Plates. 7s. boarjk. 

PESTAIjiOZZF 6 ^fables, exeinplifying th6 Propeftifes of 
Numbers, On a sheet, price 3s.; on a roller, 5s. dd. 

PURSH’S -FLORA AMERICANA; or, a Systematic Ar^ 

rangement and Description of \he Plants of NORTH AMERICA, 
containing many new and rare Secies. 2 vols. 8vo. 36s.; with the 
Plateac^oloured, 2L* 12s- 6d. wi 

BROOK’S DISSENT FROM THE CHURCH OF ENG- 
LAND JUSTIFIED BY AN APPEAL TO FACTS. 12mo. 6d. ; 
Svo, Is. t ^ 

VERSIONS AND IMITATIONS OF THE PSALMS 

OF DAVID i selected from rarioits /athors, and adapted to the 
Public Worship of the Church of England. 12mo. 2s. 6d. bound. 

WINTER’S PASTORAL LETTERS ON NONCON- 

FORMITV^ ; addressed to a Young Member of a Society of Protestant 
Dissenters, 12mo. 35. 6d. 


MATHEW HENRY’S SCRIPTURE CATECHISM. 

12mo. wound. 25. 

CHASE'S ANTINOMIANISM UNMASKED; with a 

I*reface, by the Rev. Robbiit Hall, M.A. • 8 vo, 7 s, 

KIDD’S SERMONS, for the Use of Vill'^ges and Families. 

2 Tols. 8 VO. 165 . 

SMITH’S MANUAL or LATIN GRAMMAR, for Schools 
and Privalj^tudy. 12mo. 25. 6d, 

^SMITH’S SYNWTIC TABLES or LATIN GRAMMAR, 

- «^rce Sheets. 25. 

ALBO’S ITALIAN.LESSONS, in Four Parts. Post 8vo. 

7 s , sev^d. 

Pro I.— Synopsis ^Italian Grammar, with Exercises upon each 
ruWt 25, * ^ 

Part H. Translation of the First Book of Robertson's 
Charles V. 2 s * 

tf, Tragodia di Vittorio Alfieri. 2s.— -Lc Donaidi, 
lla di Andrea Calbo. 2s. 

Tasso, Ariosto, Petrarch, and D^te. 25, 

^ ST0|LE.-,-Thfi RHETORIC, POETIC, 
of ARISTOTLE, traaskted from 
<^s'r«VM>a. .Jf yoifc Sjo. 21,. 
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TAWR’S A1 


Book^ Published by ^Slmg^and 

TAYLOR’S TRANSLATIO»of J^JtlBLlCHuS. 8|o. 13s. 

INFLECT WORKS OF PLOTINUS, s/o, 18s. 

SySi'EMATIC ‘ARITHMETIC; shcvemg the 

A : am a M. IJ 


Manner in which the Ancient! reasoned on Numbej^. 8yo. d4j, 

HERODTANI EPIMERISMI, e qi 

J. F, Boissonade. 8vo. 12^. boards. 

TIBERIUS RHETOR De Figuris M€S Parte Auctior; 
una cum RUFI ARTH^RHETORICAj cdidit J. F. Boissonade. 
8vo, 6.V. boards. ^ ^ 

MANUEL DU VOYAGEUR, par Genus, in Six -Lan- 
f^nages. square 12ino. 65. 


OPERE dl T. J. MATHIAS^ , 
COMPONIMENTI SCELTl de'piu Illustri Poeti 

d' Italia, di Dante, Petrai^h. Ariosto, Tasso, &c. 3 vols. 315. Crf. 

AGGIUNTA AI COMPONIMENTI LIRICI SCELTl 

de* piU lUustri Pocti d' Italia, Dante, Petrarca, Tasso, &c. 3 vols. 
3I5. 6 d. % 

COMENTARl INTORNO ALL’ ISTORIA DELLA 

POESIA ITALIAN A, ue* quali si ragiona d'ogni j:cn ere e specie di 
quella, scritta da^io. Mario Cke$cimu..ni. 3 vAMPkMIt. 

STORIA DELL’ ACADEMIA DEGLI ARCfADI instituita 

ill Roma Panno 1610, per la coltivazione dclle scienze. dcllc letterc 
umane, c della poesia; scritta da Gio. Mario Crescimrf.m. 7s. (id. 

STORIA DEI, LA POESIA ITALIAN^, di Girolamo Ti- 

ftABosciii, tratta dalla sua grand' opera intitolata “ Storia Gcnerale 
della Litcratiira Italiana.** 4 vols. 1/. ID. 6d. 

BACCO IN TOSCANA, Ditirambo di Fra1R:isco REDUg^a 

con note brcvi scelte dell* Autore, 5s, ♦ 

LA RIVOLUZIONE FRANCESE, Visione alia Dent 

in terza Rima composta da Vincenzo Mionti in occasione della Mori 
di Ugo Bassville, segulta in Roma il di 14 Gennara 1793, con"^ 
Annotaziotd scelti dell’ odizione di Roi^lt 5s, w ^ 

•L’ARTE POETIUA ITALIANA, in cinque canta da 
Benedetto Menzini. 7s, 

DELLA RAGION POETICA tra Greci, Latinined Italiani, 
di Vincenzo Gravina. 7s. 6d. ’ ^ 

CAJ^ZONI E PROSE TOSCANE dW. J. Mathias. ^ 

SAFFO, Dramms^Llfico, in tre.litti, M^Modello Toscana 
dall* Ingiesc dl Guglielmo Mason, Autore d«Mfrida e oel Carat- 
4^ T. Mj^iitAs. ^ _ 
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TStE SOLUTIONS OF THE CAMBRIDGE PRIZE 

in ^ yol«. Svo. ftmogiid under their dldhrent heeds 
The lint Volume in doutein P^fe, end tht; l^eoond Mixed* Mutbeuse* 
ilUB. By dr M. WutGiir^ £«q. of Trin. Coth C&inlnidge. 

j^mld^ENlS OPERA OUNIA GR/ECSBbtLATIKE. 
^ A the eom^^ete Woi%s of BenioetbeiieUf Vols. Bvo. 
«0»^ld»irthe Notn of Tnylor* Reiske* Woiff» end ower Cc^men* 
^iMj^OOfethn wifhthe Ai^arstnsf*^^ AnoirT«?iti, 

tdln' Behker* Harless* Rudiger^ and r) «ke» will he introduced* fnd 
^ the trhole oarefulfy revised and edited hy Ruovessoe Sc^ureu of 

THE HISTORY CJF TUSCANY, froin the earliest period 
^ to the establishment of the Grand Puehy t with oceaslonat IStsafs on 

llie ff Italian laterature TVanalated hrom the ItalUn of 

V jN^erti^ by d^BEowmao, Esq. * 

HISTORY OF THE rOKTH AMElHCAN INDIANS, 
% harALOGUB OF ENGLISH BOC»K8, printed ffUce 

^ tplh ^ idtihto the preaent timei seletMifies% ism^sed^ vRh tMr 









